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Lam a competent witness on such a subject. 





. 4, Captain Williamson has advocated officially and demi-offici 
employment of the police on the — of roads, and, so long as they ean he 
beneficially enga in that matter, [ do not object to the measure + but to 
me it seems impossible that they should be detained for such business 
advantage after the middle of February. The work thereafter, I think, must 
be remitted to the next cold season, or be carried on by the Garos th 

or other volunteers. I depreeate the idea, which seems to be current, # 
employing Garos only for this business; they should, in jr opinion,, be made 
to work on occusions like the present as far as required, otherwise induced by 
kind usage to volunteer their labor. From the documents which have been | 
forwarded to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, it will be observed that the 
Garos have rendered very great assistance to the troops, and great care ig 
needed that they should not be overworked or unduly pressed. Even in Europe, 
considered civilized, it is well known that in times past men were unduly taxed 
for forced labor, and the system of forced labor was always a cause of disgust 
among the peasantry. I think that this is a point very specially to be guarded 
against; for men willing to render some service continually run away. 


5. Coolies have been obtained in the estate of Ranee Surnomoyee of 
Moorshedabad, on the churs in the east of the Berhampooter, who have been 
compelled to goup to Tura with loads, and it appears to me that this 
forced labor has not been judiciously used. There is a great deal too much 
compulsion, which renders the work disgustful to those employed. 


6. The road to Tura has now been made (partly by the labor of the 
sepoys and police forming my escort from Cooch Behar) easy for bullocks 
and practicable for carts, from Rohoomaree on the Berhampooter to Damalgiri, 
only 12 miles from Tura. Ihave no doubt that with such an assi ent of 
funds as was made for last year (which was unfortunately pa saree 
Captain LaTouche, then in charge), in the year 1873-74 carts, bullocks, and 
animals of all sorts may easily progress from the Berhampooter to the station 
of Tura for the supply of provisions. 


7. With reference to Captain Williamson’s proposition, contained in his 
diary herewith sent, that he should have an increase of 150 police, I beg to 
recommend its adoption foratime. No doubt the police authorized already 
may find it difficult to embrace the duties which will be imposed upon them 
by the submission of the Garos, hitherto called independent, spread over 
such a large tract of country. It is highly undesirable to call out troops from 
the regular army. Armed men, trained as police, will be much more easily 
available, and do all that is required of them at a very much less cost, 


8. I very deeply regret the abolition of the police battalions ; in my 
opinion they should have been maintained for charge of jails, es 
frontier duties, treasury guards, and a variety of other services, and I think 
bounden duty to express this opinion, which is the result of observation 
thought from the day the new organization came out to this hour. I have 
pressed this opinion before, and only now renew it, the occasion offering. — 
police collected for this expedition have as yet shown themselves thoroug 
efficient, but had to be collected with some difficulty from all quarters of Ben 
and it seems to me ulike unjust to the officers and men that they should 
subjected to the performance of military duties for which they can 
t the honors nor rewards ordinarily assigned to the military. 
of fact, the contingent of the Rajah of Cooch Behar and the polic 
Bengal, deputed for the Bhootan Campaign, who underwent al 
it, and were exposed to everything that the regular troops 
received, now eight years the conclusion. of the es 
accorded to the troops and to }hem, though in reality the 
part of the duties which were hefvtofore the lot of the mili 
maintain posts where they hag to meet the enemy, as® 
regular troops ; and His Honor ctanot doubt, from the. 
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_ 9, Dhe police, unlike the military, have to leave their wives and chil 
shee they usually bring now to the places at which they are mee Pi 
their families, to my knowledge, have been subjected to great inconvenience b 
the sudden orders to march the men away on two campuigns, y 
10. I beg to submit Oaptain Williamson’s diary with the F 
for the orders of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, me ohnerrasions 


iary of the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, from the 23rd to the 29th 
Diary December 1872. 


28rd December.—Busy at official correspondence. There is no news of 
Captain Davis, except that he is somewhere near Dangkengiri, in the Jirah 
Dooars. I hope he may arrive soon I sent a letter to him by the Lukma of 
Bonigiri, who came in and submitted this morning. Boniziri is no distance 
from Dangkengiri. The following paid up revenue to-day :— 


Houses. 
1, Amphadamgiri .., dee ae wae a 24 
2. Loochilgiri ove a ons tee “ 20 
8. Rangalgiri ae dee Rss sts ves 28 
4. Darbot Kullak ... we - oe isis 20 
5, Migadopgiri... nee as a6 see 24 
6. Rungribugiri... sa pee ase ise 40 
7. Rongrengiri paid up arrears of revenue iis nae 16 


Sent off a number of coolies to bring up russud from Farramgiri. Ron- 
grengiri would be a capital position for an outpost. The position is an ex- 
cellent one, water abundant, and it 1s central and miglit easily be connected by 
a good path with Jirah, I imagine. I ordered the Garos who submitted to-day 
toclear a path from this to Thappa. When this is opened out we shall have a- 
direct path across the hills. 

IT shall endeavour to arrange with the Garos to keep this path open at all 
seasons, when once the line has been cleared and approved by me. I hear the 
villagers of Dilmagiri have fired their own village. ‘Lhe guard which went for 
dahs to Kiragiri the other day, found it blazing as they passed through. Some 
Garos (of Dilmagiri, I suppose) were yelling in the jungle as the guard passed 
through the village and beyond it, a menaced the constables, but a few shots 
drove them off, and one of the Garos dropped his shield and spear, which the 
head constable brought in to camp with him. This was as the guard was 
going upwards towards Kiragiri. { wind in camp at Semsangiri when the guard 
return From what they say, [ fear it is true the unfortunate coolie who is 
missing must have fallen into the hands of the Dilmagiri people, who were 
smarting under the repulse they received at Rongrengiri, and, if so, he was 
Killed immediately. Parts of a human being were found near the sacrificial 
altar in the village of Dilmagiri, and a bag like that used by the Nepaulese was 
found slit up near the place. I shall pro aby be able to find out more about _ 
the man’s fate on the return of one or two Luskars who have gone into Tura, 

. 24th December.—The Lukma of Warengiri, independent, was brought in by 
Thaja Luskar this morning, and he paid up his revenue at 8 per house. 1 his 
village is situated on the Summesarce rivey somewhere near Banchamgiri. I 

sent off Thaja to see to the clearing of the road between the Saramphang Hat 
and Fore! by a more direct line than that }followed by me on my route here, 

5 








and ‘Pura, by 

and he reports that the line is now opened neprly to Samandal, so it will be 

‘shortly “finished. Thaja is a capital ape indeed the best in the hills I 

think ; his word is to be relied on; what he says he does, and he never pretends 

‘ignorance. He brouglit in his brother ‘Th 

pe pet him since he met me in the , 
nas é ys been afraid to come i 

“Xmas. day. Soll 

Ak of letters, Went 









‘4, who has long eluded me, I 
lds of Mandalangiri in January 


before. 
Toukat arrived from Tura and 


e Semsang river by boat with 













“Captain Woodthorpe jntending to fix the position of 5 lange saibut of t 
‘fiver which flows in above Saramphang, bec about a mile above the 
further passage was barred by a small waterfall. The Garos of the ae: 
Bonigiri ‘lately submitted), whom I sent with a letter to Captain Davis, ‘Te. 
turned to-day saying that they had delivered it, and Captain Davis was close by. 
and would camp the night at calgon = He curiously sent no r y to my 
letter, excepting a verbal message, according to my informant, that | was 
no use writing as he was so close, Possibly the Garos may have invented this ; 
he should have acknowledged the note, to have removed all doubts. SB 
26h Lecenber—Capiain Davis did not arrive here after all, and the 
Lukma of Songsak informed me he was further off than my first informant 
gave me to understand. I suppose he is visiting villages adjacent to his route, 
which has delayed him, TI was busy at office work nearly the whole day, reply- 
ing to a large budget of letters that came by yesterday’s date. The enelio 
from Farramgiri arrived in camp to-day with the remainder of the stores. A 
constable died of fever to-day; he was a man who had been sent from other 
districts. 
27h December.—The Garos of Dilmagiri came in and paid up their reve- 
nue amounting to 40, being at the rate of 8 per house for 80 houses. They 
declared they had nothing whatever to do with cutting up the coolie who ~ 
strayed from our camp on the march to Saramphang. ‘This they say was done 
by the villagers of Rungulgiri, who were following us on our march ; the man, 
they suy, got intoxicated on some liquor he found in the Runghakgivi villa 
and then wandered back towards Dilmagiri, where he fell into the hands of the - 
Runguigiri people, who killed him and stuck his ears up in the pooja place of 
the Dilmagiri village. The Dilmagiri Garos admit their complicity in the 
Damakehigiri raid, and that they have five of the heads of the victims, 
1 directed them to go and fetch these skulls, and I shall have them © 
publicly burnt at Rongrengiri, I also fined them Rs. 200. The Lusk 
of Dilmayiri promised to return within four days with the fine and the calls. 
I have directed other villages, who have heads taken in this raid, to 
surrender them at once to be burnt here, and thus end. the feud for 
ever; and I have inflicted a proportionate fine on all the villages concerned, 
which I think, under the circumstances, will be sufficient punishment, for it 
must be remembered that several villages, viz. Bowigiri, Kukwagiri, and 
pueneit, have already suffered severe punishment which I inflicted in 
uly last. ; 
"The village of Jongmigiri (Dep) which was concerned in the raid, and has 
two skulls, was to have brought Alem in to-day, but its representatives not 
having appeared, I intended to send Mr. Daly to the village to demand their 
surrender; but Jorali, the Lukma of Neagmandal, begged to be allowed to use 
_-his influence on the villagers, and said he would go and try and bring these 
people in with the heads, and I have allowed him to go. Ihave news of the 
whereabouts of Captain Davis to-day; he is in camp at Sokodum. He has 
succeeded in bringing in 17 villages; he was twice attacked, but appears to 
have driven off the enemy with loss, and the vill which attacked hi 
since submitted, owing to the energetic measures he adopted. He expec 
reach this camp about the 29th or 30th December. Both he and Mr. 
have been ill, I am sorry to say. ‘There now only remain about 1 
small size independent, and these lie towards Bengalkhatta, west of 
Captain Davis’s next route will bring him in contact with these vill 
hope I shall soon be able to repo their submission, when the 
expedition will have been attained. uae 
1 set all the coolies in camp to-day clearing the site of | 
Rongrengiri, as on it I shall buildja cuard-house and godown, 
a most excellent place for a . and I think an outpost o 
sould be maintained here for thefiext two or three years 
we can be thoroughly assured of th) reality of the 
dint Garos, Rongrengiri is acves#ble from Doorga 
of rice could be drawn from Thaf!pa, which is eae 
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: wt, The site is excellent, being impregnable on three sides, and ‘nity 








nded on the fourth; and water is abundant and close by, as the Summes- 


“_guree flows under the base of the rock which forms the southern side of the site. 


Yhe road I propose cutting will run from Doorgapore, vid R ve 
Thappa and Firah ; this line is already open between Rongrengiri and Toots 
pore, and that between Thappa and Rongrengiri is nearly completed. Rong- 


_yengiri has also the great advantage of being near the large Garo hit of 


Surrengphang, which is only three miles distant. This hit the Garos want to 
re-open, and Dilmagiri mentioned the matter this morning in conversation. 
T should imagine that this site would also be fairly healthy, as it is at an 
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elevation of 1,800 feet, considerably higher than Tura, and the surrounding * 


country is high and dry, Nothing would keep the Garos so well in order as a 
strong post in the heart of the hills, and I would rather have one strong post, 
strong enough to act in the offensive as well as defensive, than a number of 
small outposts. 

The question of an increase to my district police will have to be considered 
without delay, now that such a large extent of country has been placed under 
my direct control. I think I should at least be allowed 800 constables, if my 
plan of a central outpost at Rongrengiri is sanctioned. 

28th December.—Mr. Daly and his police have been halting at this place 
during the week, awaiting Captain Davis’s arrival; he has in consequence no 
diary to submit for the Commissioner. 

Sent off the Lukma of Sobukgiri to call in the Lukma of Jongmigiri, who 
has not yet made his appearance. Sent outa letter to Captain Davis, asking 
him not to delay his march here, for we are all detained on his account. He 
seems to have been doing good work, from- what I can judge from the scrap of 
a letter he sent me the day before yesterday; but his having delayed so much 
on the road, although to good purpose, has prevented my utilizing Mr. Daly’s 
services, for until Captain Davis arrives, I shall not know what places he has 
visited, and where it is necessary tosend Mr. Daly. Had Captain Davis met 
us here about the 18th, as1 proposed, both he and Mr. Daly could have 
been employed in different directions, and the work Captain Davis is now doing 
ilone, being divided among the two parties, would have been accomplished in 
probably half the time. Captain Woodthorpe visited Bongongiti and ascended 
to a peak the Garus had cleared for his operations according to my orders. 

_ 29th December.—The building for the police guard I propose leaving at 
this depot is making satisfactory progress. 





Report from Captain Davis—dated Camp Sookadum, the 24th December 1872. 


We arrived here this day. Three or four villages to our west, which I 
find from a letter from Colonel Haughton received to-day, have not submitted ; 
and as Scanlan is on his back with fever, I leave him here for two days and look 
up these other villages with 30 men or so, Seventeen villages submitted; a 
scrimmage with two; one attacked us at night, Dukigiri; one attacked our 
tear guard and coolies who were leaving Sinal; a few killed in both oceur- 
tenees—two for certain at Dukigiri. Below is a list of the villages submitted. 
was down with fever yesterday, and am not strong yet. We shall be at 
Rongrengiri in about five or six days. 
















Mir 7 Villages submitipd. 

; Remgiri. Mandalangiri. 
-..... Dukigiri Para. Sokadum. 
hee sy Dukigiri* Dimbil, 
Fikes wh bere Bolongirit ponent 
say artsy 19 Dulbut. 

opi Baldamgir. 





Dolbot Dilma. 








—— Yogogiri. 
Mint 
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0, 15, dated Julpigoree, the ;;th Febraary 1873, 
From—Corovet J, C, Havanton, cs 1, Commr.of the Cooch Behar 
.. » To—The Offg. Seoy. to the Govt, of Bengal, Judicial Department, 


_©Warn reference to your letter No. 88 of 7th J anuary last, I have 
onor to report further on the proceedings in the Garo Hills. 
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«> 9. he officers have used their best endeavours to save the coolies in mai 


\ | 


their camps from sickness ; this is no easy task with persons who are so utterly 
reckless, specially in matters of diet. The officers themselves have, I believe, 
“4with the sole exception of Captain Williamson, suffered from fever or other — 
“illness. One officer, Mr. Scanlan, is reported to be in a very precarious state; __ 
I myself, though but little exposed, and for a short time in the country, stil] 
suffer from fever. ‘This is not probably so much due to any special unhealthi- 
Fide Dr.Duka’s Sanitary Report to Sanitary mess of the climate as the vicissitude of — 
Commissioner for last year. temperature to which all entering the hills _ 
are exposed—hot sun by day, and, if encamped in a valley, ice at me This. 
exposure is inseparable from such expeditions as that into the Garo Hills. 

8. The information the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor desires 
regarding timber in the Garo Hills will be collected by the Deputy Gom- 
missioner as soon as possible. It appears that owing to the closure of — 
forest operations in the Eastern and Western Dooars by the Forest Depart-. cB 
ment, the Mech timber-cutters have flocked into the more accessible timber 
‘districts in the Garo Hills, and at present the timber exports of the district 
of Gowalparah are mainly from the Garo Hills. A small tax has been levied, - 
and the Sct Commissioner has been requested to raise this tax to as high: - 
arate as it will fairly bear, leaving due profit to the timber-cutters andto — 
those who take it to market. . agi 


4. Itseems to me that the Forest Department have hitherto entirely — 
overlooked the object for which it was instituted. This I believe to have ~ 
been not forthe mere purpose of raising revenue to Government, but to ~ 
ensure a continued supply of timber to the public by avoiding waste. In this’ — 

® division, however, the practice has been to tax timber at a prohibitory rate, as 
‘the market stands at present. Recently the Deputy Conservator expressed 
am opinion to the effect that it was better any amount of waste occurs in ~ 
private estates than Government forest should be worked without very close Re 
supervision. I think I have succeeded in showing him that the Government — 
~ have as much interest in economizing the timber’ im private forests as in 
* those reserved by the Government. - 2 el 
5. Whatever stores of timber may exist in the Garo Hills—and I have” 
no doubt that these are very valuable—the utmost circumspection should 
® however be used in managing the property. The soil, if owned by any one, 
is owned by the Garo people; but they themselves appear to be intrud 
from what quarter is not known, who have pushed out “ Hazangs” and ot 
now living in the plains. There can be no doubt that the Garos succe 
not only in occupying the hills, but a large fringe of the plains, from w 
they have been driven back during the last 150 years. 
' 6. Hitherto, since the thet at of the British rule, 
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ment has not interfered with the cutting of poo in the 
® This is exclusive of the x - t a timber-cutters BAX? 9) 
Ses _ tiny my orders pay ed eae oe shape of presents, Ls 
tee ose district they cu 
recommend that if the Government are pleased to 
cutting in the Garo Hills, and afy forest officer 
placed most strictly under the orders of the Deput; 
irritation occasioned by the injudicious acts of ps 









papilla eaiilianat 
Eg ntly a source of great difficulty and discontent, ending sometin 
unl Sion which, to say the least of it, is an buenas complet 





‘I very much regret that I am able to give so poor an account of | 
the movements and transactions of the police in the hills. The fact is thus ” 
accounted for: I have only received one report from Captain Davis (copy... 


— 


enclosed). It is clear and gives valuable information. Captain Williamson _~ 


repeatedly complained to me of his failure to get reports from Captain 
Davis with the northern column. He has however since informed me by. 
demi-official note that he found, on meeting Captain Davis, that officer 

RO been Inter ascertained that all had forwarded* to him journals for five weeks 
Contain Feciggeenes ewe eine which in consequence of Captain Williamson’s 
strontion there, returned by the native officer movements, and the fact that they were for- 
in charge to him, 3 warded from village to village by Garos, 

- who probably did not know their destinations, had miscarried; moreover, 
Captain Davis and his assistant, Mr. Scanlan, had been constantly ailing 
with fever : the latter,as already noticed, was reported recently to be in a very 

_ precarious state. But these officers have rendered excellent services. Under 

heir auspices Gowalparah is now connected with Tura by a good bridle 
path, and Captain Davis's party have visited or been visited by every com- 
munity in the district assigned to him, and he has now, after collecting a 
~ house tax at the rate of eight annas per house, as a token of submission to 
be perpetually rendered, gone on to Tura, there to settle accounts with 

— Oolonel. Gordon, Oaptam Williamson will now proceed, as separately 

~ reported, to settle the boundary between the Khasi and Garo Hills, in 
conjunction with the officer conducting the survey. 

é 8. Mr. Daly’s party, since the date of my last report, marched across 
the hills, on the false alarm of a godown having been burnt and constables 
killed on the frontier of Gowalparah. He has returned to Tura to settle his 
accounts, This being done, he will retrace his steps to Cachar. From some 
cause not explained, I have only received one official account of his proceed- 
ings I am aware that Mr. Daly and his companion Mr. Goad have both 
suffered from fever, and I have little doubt that the absence of reports from 
them is perfectly explainable. The communities through which the detach- 
ment under Mr. Daly has passed, have all tendered their submission, and 
paid up the revenue imposed, or in addition fines for opposition or failure . 
discharge the dues they formerly agreed to pay. Captain Williamson’s rece 
return from Tura across the Garo country to Gowalparah has lately beem 
reported by telegram. He found the people everywhere submissive and quiet, 


and he is at present in the Gowalparah district disposing of a charge of ©» ~~ 


murder on the frontier preferred some months ago, which, from his oceupa- 
tions, he was unable to attend to before. After fixing the boundar 

between the Khasi and Garo Hills, as separately reported upon, he will 
return to Tura and hold a general meeting of the chiefs, according to 
annual custom. THe expects that the police (excepting only such a number 
a8 may be necessary to retain, as a precautionary measure, in case of 
reaction, till he has recruited up to the number sanctioned by Government, 
nob as a permanent force, but only till it is clear that no reaction is likely 
to take place) will be enabled to return to their districts on the 1st March. 

- 9 In the meantime the Government steamer Koladyne has been 
placed at the d isposal of Brigadier Stafford, commanding on the North-East 
his tour round Assam. This fi finished, she will take the 








to Goalundo. 


' Ae companies of the 48rd Native Infantry placed on the frontier 
fills “ee to have done excellent service, although not actually 


a : 
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e: last report the road had been completed as far as Swangiri, a 


~ travel from the Berhampooter as far as Damalgiri. 
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ats ie hay the Khasi 
en agoay within a short distance of, Tura. At the da 


in advance in about longitude 90° 34° east anddatitude 25° 80° north 

12. Ihave no doubt that they have peor far beyond that. The 
Deputy Commissioner is instructed to complete the path so as to 0 sar 
communications with Shillong. The officers of the 48rd Native ‘Tafante 
have, I believe, explored the country in all directions round them, and route 
surveys have been made by the officer in charge, which will prove probabl 
very useful. The detachment has been allowed to return to its hea f 
quarters, as there appeared no necessity for detaining it. The exercise the 
men have had will probably be very useful to them, and I would add that 
the experience gained by the whole of the police force engaged will probably 
render them more efficient for like duties in future. 

18. The officers of the survey party headed by Captain Woodtho 
appear to have co-operated admirably in the objects of the expedition, and 
are said to have made excellent progress. The Surveyor-General, however, 
who himself has had experience on the frontier, is the best judge as to work . 
done, of which he will no doubt receive reports from the officers concerned. 
It affords me, however, pleasure to record my testimony, based on th 
reports of the local officers, of the anxiety to push forward their work and ~ 
the zealous co-operation of the survey officers. I trust that their work, 
which will prove a very valuable aid in the administration of the country, 
may shortly be completed. Q 


14, It will be observed from this and other reports that there is now 
a good bridle road right across the hills from Dalloo, in the plains of 
Mymensing, through Tura to Gowalparah ; another which joins these roads 
from Shillong to Tura, yet another from the Berhampooter at Rohoo- — 
maree to Tura, up which I recently took a nine-pounder field piece on 
wheels to 'l'ura and back. The Kaloo river has been cleared of snags and 
logs, and deepened by bamboo groin fences, so that now, about the worst 
season of the year, canoes carrying 20 maunds can proceed from the 
Berhampooter to within 9 miles of the station of Tura. The road also has 
been so improved, that 50 carts and a long string of pack-bullocks now 


"15. My view is, that if the policy heretofore adopted is carried ont, 
the objects of Government will have been fully attained and the Garos 
rendered peaceable and contented subjects of the British Government. Our 
policy has been, while using a strong hand, uniformly to coneiliate them by — 
all reasonable means in our power. Civilization cannot be introduced in a — 
day, and due consideration must be had to the facts that misrule has been 
the rule; and that, at any rate from the time of Mr. David Scott to the close 
of 1866, no efficient measures were taken to bring the Garos into subj a 
and furthermore that the British Government did not take efficient m 
for their protection from the aggressions of the zemindars in the 
who had no right or title over the plain country where we first found | 
16. In conclusion, I would specially recommend to the 
Government the services of theoflicers employed in this busi 
either in civil employ, as non-reg 3 
of the regulation and non-reg 
to the rewards and distinction: 
but they have shared the risk: 
military campaign, and I thin 
services by Government. 
























peters aay 5) 
. His Honor will be aware that although I set i 
fe, ! mysel | 
‘aoqoainiance with the Garo Hills, £ declined to propose a gn erate 
campaign till I had consulted Captain Williamson, whose local experience 
was greater than my own. I think very much of the success of the campai 
js due to the excellent arrangements proposed and carried out by Captain 
Williamson, and his hearty co-operation in the suggestions made oF et 
for a coercive and at the same time conciliatory policy. He reports that 
Mr. Cawley, who is permanently stationed in the Garo Hills, has ably seconded 
him. Mr. Cawley is an officer who had the misfortune on the reduction 
of the police to be placed in a lower grade. 

18. Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon has, as far as it was possible for him 

to do so, most efficiently supervised all the general arrangements, and has 
rovided for the provisions specially required for the police from Bengal. 
He has also had the duty of winding up the accounts of the police force 
which I have no doubt will be effectually carried out. ‘Had occasion 
required, I have no doubt he would have maintained the character he acquired 
in the field of Bhootan, when serving under my orders in 1864-65 ; but as the 
Garos did not choose to fight, that opportunity was wanting. 
¥ 19. The energy shown by Captain Davis in preparing the scattered 
detachments which joined him at Julpigoree for united action in the field, 
and his subsequent service in the hills assures me that he isa most active 
and energetic officer. In a very brief period he organized the police 
collected here, and marched them away to the hills perfectly fitted for a 
campaign. I regret thatthe absence of his diaries disenables me from 
saying more. 

20. The operations of Mr. Daly are very favorably reported upon by 
the Deputy Commissioner. He made a very rapid progress from Cachar, 
arriving on the frontier and penetrating the hills before expected. In fact, 
it was thought impossible he could arrive as early as he did. 

21, Pies no doubt that Messrs. Goad and Scanlan have done good 
service ; that they have undergone great hardships is equally certain, and; 
T trust that the reports of the officers under whom they served will enable 
me to do them ample justice hereafter. ; i 

22. Mr. Reily, District Superintendent of Police, Mymensing, an 
officer experienced in the Garo lls, and enjoying a pension for injuries 
received, I think in 1865, while engaged against the Garos, has rendered 
very valuable service at Tura, and has been, from his local experience, of 
very great assistance to the Deputy Commissioner, though the circumstance: 
of the Garos yielding did not allow him the opportunity of distinguishing 
himself in the field. , ~ 

23. Ihave derived great assistance from Mr. R. Pughe, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, whose services were placed temporarily at my 
Uisposal for personal assistance. The service having terminated, he has been 
Qe to stay with and assist Colonel Gordon, pending the orders of 
Government for his future guidance. : 

24, Under a separate cover will be /forwarded a sketch map showing 


; the routes followed by the various officers ‘up to date. 


Captain LR. P. Davis, Com 









img Northern Column, Garo Lxpedi- 
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les, minusa guard of 1 head constable 

at the Thappa depot, left Nibaree 
Robert of the survey department. 

















ving marched the whole time through forest jungle, at 8-4 . 
- si Deyrick, alias Dedaram, alias Bulbola. We found the water to 
to allow us to cross at the ford, so we proceeded some 800 nt hig} 
and after some little trouble crossed the river, which we left to our 
At 9-10 a.m, we came. to a slight ascent; after half an hour we made a! 
slight descent andcameon very fairly level road; at 10 a.m, we camo ACrOSS 
a road leading to the north to Susum, to the south to Akaroop, the former — 
said to be aday’s journey distant, and the latter only a few hours’, We | 
halted for half an hour at this place, after which we proceeded on our march, in 
and after having gone about one mile we passed a road to our left which © 
led to Akaroop and Rongrengiri, the former place only about an hour’s 
march, the latter one full day’s. At 11-20 a.m. we crossed the Rajoong 
river and saw Gokulgiri about a mile to the west. Halted just outside 
Gokulgiri at 11-40 a.m for ten minutes. Proceeded on our march and reached 
Kamagiri at 1-50 P.M. Kamagiri is situated on the river Deyrick. All the” 
villagers had bolted. I had them sent for, and the whole of them returned— 
men, women, and children. The coolies with the rear guard came in very late” 
to-day, about 10-80 P.M. This is a very long march, and the coolies are tremens. 
dously knocked up. Kamagiri village consists of 80 houses. Lukma’s name 
Thisin, Water good and plentiful. Road from Nibaree to Kamagiri good, but 
rather hilly towards Kamagiri, Kamagiri consists of 80 houses, 40 men, 22.) 
women, and 18 children. ; if 

Tuesday, 10th December 1872.—Naving made enquiries and found that 
independent villages Remgiri and Dukiziri were a day’s march from this place, 
also that Rengchagiri had submitted and paid up the revenue, I with 
Mr. Scanlan and a force of 50 men, leaving the camp standing at Kamagiri, © 
proceeded at 7 A.M. towards the above-mentioned independent villages. We 
passed through Gokoolgiri which we had passed yesterday, which consisted of. 
12 houses, 25 men, 15 women, and 12 children, (Lukma’s name Chilmil,) and 
went about two miles further on the road to Nibaree ; then turned to the souths — 
east, crossed the Dedaram, alias Jenai river, at 8-40-a.m. At 8-50 passed into ~ 
the clearance of Akaroop village, which lies to the east ashort way. At 9 o'clock — 
we reached a “ paral’ of Akaroop, consisting of 5 houses; the people from this 
parah had bolted. Proceeded to another “ parah” of Akaroop, which we reached 
at 9-45; we halted here for half an hour; the road from Ramagiri to this place _ 
is very fair, but there are numerous ascents and descents. The Lukma of the 
village “ Goran” was with us. The whole of the three * parahs” of Akaroop — 
consists of 54 houses, 72 men, 45 women, and 40 children, all present in this 
village. At 10-15 a.m. we again started for Remgiri in a southerly direction, — 
We went along a very fair road, but rather hilly, till 11 a.m., when we arrived © 
at the clearance of RKemgiri. We were met by villagers on an adjacent hill, — 
who, after a parley with us, conducted us to their village, which we reach 
at 11-45 a.m., where amicable arrangements were made; the Lukma * G tye 

Gesiaarda t year 1872-78, not ia SUPMilting to the British Government, saying” — 
unc he would pay up the revenue, which he did’ 
W, J. Witztassox, for one year* inadvance, In this village there 

Depuly Commissioner. are three “ parahs” close together, consi 

ing of 36 houses, 52 men, 47 women, and 88 children. He accompanied us: 
led us to Dukigiri. Whilst at Remgiri, a few men came in from Dukigiri. 
told them 1 would visit that village the next morning; they then went a 
After making a few enquiries, 1 was told 1 could reach Dukigiri by night 
therefore started at 1-50 p.at., ad, a march up and down steep 



















descents, and along avery bad rgad, half of which was through wa 
reached Dukigiri at’ 3-10 p.m, und the village deserted, bu 
of the property moved away. After fending out some of the Rem: 
Garos that were with us, they managed to find and bring in te 
some of the women and three or four of the men of the village, 
was the Lukma “Kinyong.” I kept them in eustody dur 
About 10 p.m. the village was surrounded by a large body 
from their shouts and the noise they made, I should 

two hundred), who pelted stones, &c., at us, We op 













the night drove them off when 


- 


. Bae Cone peri 
lant watch, and three times during 
ed us i td pee on our side, 
ednesday, ecember 1872.—This morning, wit 
4 ‘constables, I proceeded some 500 yards ae = i an pete 
~ there were a few houses and where the Garos lad ‘been heard durin the 
night, and from where they had been pelting stones. They disappeared in 0 ; 
Ee « proach. ? We took two small guns (iron) from the houses they had been ra 
during the night and returned to camp. The villagers of a “ parah” of Dukigiri 
having a separate Lukma, and who resided about three miles distant, came in 
to camp saying they had heard the firing during the night, and that their 
women were frightened and were hanging themselves, and they wanted to sub- 
mit to Government, I accepted their submission. I call this village Dukigiri- 
ki- arab. The Lukma of Dukigiri after this said he would submit. 1 fined 
the village Rs, 50 for their attack during the night, and told the Lukmas of 
Dukigiri, Dukigiri-ki-parah, and Remgiri, to accompany me to Kamagiri, 
where I would receive their revenue for one year in advance, and at 11 a.m. 
marched for Kamagiri, taking a north-westerly direction direct to Gokoolgiri. 
The ascents and descents were very great on this road, but on the whole the 
road was very fair. We halted about one mile south of Gokoolgiri for ten 
} minutes, reached that village at 3 P.m., having erossed the Dedaram river three 
times ; we then proceeded on to Kamagiri, which we revched at 5 pa. Dukigiri 
contains 16 houses, 60 men, 44 women, and 35 children. The Lukma’s 
name is Ginjon, Dukigiri-ki-parah contains 15 houses, 45 men, 28 women, 
and 14 children, The Lukma’s name is Lalgiri. 

_ Phursday, 12th December 1872.—Started from Kamagiri er route for 
Gindaparah at 7-30 a.m.; crossed the Deyrick river three times by 8 a.m. ; 
crossed it again at 8-10. At 8-20 we crossed the Shegesin river, which is 
one of the boundaries of the Kamagiri lands, river running from north-west to 
south-east. We then after crossing the river entered the lands belonging to 
Singotalgiri, which village is said to be about three miles tothe south. At 8-30 
and at 8-40 we crossed the river Deyrick; at 8-50 we reached a road running 
to the north-west to Jamjoondagiri, which is said to be about three miles 
distant from this point. The river Chilbura here falls into the Deyrick. 

Pte ; Tosingbara, Rajeng Lukma’s village, is said 
piles ake nce, tm Kamageri; about 4 to be about 5 miles north-east of this spot and 

i iti a about 8 miles west of Kamagiri. Jamjoondagiri 

‘Deputy Commissioner, lands are on the west of the Chilbura river, 

easy and Songotalgiri is south of the Deyrick river 

b atthis point. At9-10 we reached a large clearance, where the Jamjoondagiri 
villagers had prepared huts for us. We halted for five minutes; at 9-15 A.M. we 
roceeded on our march ; and at 9-25 a.m. we crossed over to the south of the 
rick river, where we came on to Jamjoondagiri lands; at 9-40 we reached the 
boundary of Jamjoondagiri and Gindapara lands. From this spot the lands of 
three villages, Jamjoondagiri, Sungotalgiri, and Gindapara, appear to meet. 
The Samrenga Joora divides the lands of the two first-named villages from 
those of the last. At 9-55 we came across an old road leading to an old 
Gendapara location; since 9-25 we have come up @ very steep ascent, 
and appear now to be on the top of another ridge of hills. We de- 


scended on the other side. At 9-50 came into some of the Gendapara 
clearances. The road up to this point had 








aa rig yon dependent, is not well’ 

rugeecilifcs 5 coe pn pi Davis inetd this been cleared for us. I saw some Garos in 

he doo not way sone ent Panes,” thoogh the distange and had them caught ; they 
Wad. Wrtraaasow, turned ow to be the Gendapara Lukma 


algae rputy Commissioner. Song)’ and a few villagers. They refused 
oe the road to their village; after a little gentle persuasion, they pointed 
had he road and led us to their village, which was totally deserted. ‘lhe roads 
if seabed een cleared, and we came across *' panjees” set here and there. We 
_ the village at 11.30. I fined the village Rs. 25, which I realized, and 

the igh I ordered the Lukma to send for all his men, women, 



















children 0 this ze were assembled. I counted 24 houses, 43 men, | 
and 18 children, The Lukma’s name is Songal. We started at 7 a. 
our road through the jungle eastwards along the top of a ridge of hills; at 9. 
arrived at the boundary of the Gendapara and Katmaclangiri lands ; ‘came 
across a large herd of elephants. At 10 A.m. we halted for 10 minutes at 
«Rane Jhoora,” and at 10-10 a.m. proceeded on our march, and reached 
Katmandangiri at 11-30 a.m. ; villagers, men, women, and children, all t 
This village consists of 24 houses, 44 men, 25 women, 26 children, akma’s 
name “Gerong.” Halted at this village for the night. i 
Saturday, 14th December ig Be to — at 6-45 A.M. in an 
: Sas Sim C2Sterly direction, -5 crossed thi Karika 
pais probably the vilege Known s# Sins! Jhoora and came across a rond to ‘Aikhtoop 
W.d. WHaAaOR, and Rongrengiri. At 7-20, after a - 
Deputy Commissioner. stoop ascent, we saw the Bolingiri clearances 
about two miles off. Having left strong guards with the coolies and baggage 
to protect and bring them up slowly, Mr. Scanlan and myself with the 
remaining body of police pushed on to Bolongiri at 7-50; and at 8-5 a.m. we 
crossed the Jenam river ; at 8-10 we met the road to Bolongiri running south, 
also one running west to the Katmadamgiri clearances; at 8-15 we again 
crossed the Jenam river, where we came on a road leading to Nebaree running 
in a north-easterly direction, and to Bolongiri south-westerly ; reached Bolongiri 
at 10-30, found the village deserted. This is an independent village. I sent 
out some Garos to see if they could find any of the Bolongiri men. Th 
returned in about two hours and reported they could find no one. Halted 
in the village for the night and took the necessary precautions for the 
safety of the camp. Counted the houses, which amounted to 23, and reckoned, 
with the Garos and others, that there must have been about 60 men in 
this village. } 
Sunday, 15(h December 1872.—Started for ‘‘ Sinal,” another independent 
. 5 death at the aie village, at 6-15 a.m., ee Bolongiri 
ee ee See i. and destroying about 80 large bales of co! 
ease covees saanrsa of Caotats Detie ans om. anda sti i of ata: Reached Sinal 
pelled the submission of the villagers. at 7-50, after numerous ascents and descents 
bie 5 Nase st ; over rather a bad road. Summoned the 
Pg Ow Si Nagers, but they would not appear ; burned 
the village and destroyed large quantities of cotton and dhan, and halted 
there for one anda half hours. Re-commenced our march at 9-20 a.M., toa 
village I saw inthe distance, but whose name I could not find out. Just as we 
started, some Garos rushed out of séme jungle below the village towards the 
coolies and baggage. he rear guard stood and commenced to repel them. Mr. 
Scanlan and myself doubled the police on to the top of a small hill close by, 
and fired a volley at these Garos and dispersedthem. I then, keeping a strong — 
guard to protect the coolies, sent the men into the jungles after the attacking 
party. After about an hour I sounded the “retreat.” ‘The police I had se 
out returned, but had not come up with them in the jungles. "We then resume 
our march at 10-10 a.m, in a southerly direction and came across the clearances 
of this unknown village at 11-10, after an hour’s march over a very bad road — 
“panjeed” and “ pitfalled” in many places. We proceeded on in an easterly — 
direction, and at 12-80 came on the village ; I halted here for the night an 
out men to call in the villagers. They were unable to find any. 
contained, as far as I could make out, 52 houses. desl 
Monday, 16th December 187% —This morning I ete = orp 
As this village, Jogogiri, deli village to be Jogogiri. Burned. 
Captain Duvia be ae oe . pr _it, én also a large isnt 
W. J. Wittramsox, Lie &e,, and proceeded at 6-10 4 
Deputy Commissioner. inde t vi named 
lay, as far as I could make ou! 
the foot of the hill on which 
Chotakisnoi alias the Dasing 
on our march by 6-45 av, 


ab 
1 























9:15 we reached the cultivation of an independent village called “Grab,” with 


Roe the cultivation of Mandah laying about o 
Piavilge Hovey orn Gemh “mile to the south. As we reached. this 
ems sa Peal cultivation I sent on Garos to find the 
Mandah men; they appeared on the top 


a neighbouring hill, and after a long parley they approac 

Bee led fos to the cultivation and old village which pee ey We 
peen abandoned for some years. We reached the old abandoned site of 
Mandah at 11 a:M., and returned to the cultivations (where the villagers 
evidently lived, as they had their fowls, pigs, cotton, and dhan there) at 11-45 
am., when J halted for the night; the Lukma “ Wajan” submitting to our 
Government. This village contains 21 houses, 35 men, 30 women, 18 children, 
At 1 p.m., “‘ Songma,” Lukma of Gabul, another independent village, appeared, 
submitted, and paid revenue for his village. Gabul is situated tothe south of this, 
about one day’s march distant. The Lukma of “Grab,” another independent 
village, also came into camp and said he = submit. I told him to stay in 
camp and I would visit his village on the 
dee cae anes pre tapccigge oi ytory morrow. Grab lies about three ws north- 
ing with equally cng a pare 4 Read east of Mandah. ~These three Lukmas said 
ey one “the lexson those villages in the that they had seen and heard about the 
Nibareo Doar have bad, will have @ beneficial burning of the villages of Bolongiri, Sinal, 
ee and Jogogiri, and as they had no wish to be 

. J. WItLtAMson. os 
Saisie Gieuiiablabae: served inthe same way they had submitted. 
I also learned this day that the villagers of 
Bolongiri, Sinal, Grab, and Mandah, had assisted in the attack on us on the 
night of 10th instant at Dukigiri. The independent village of Gabul is said 

by the Lukma to contain ‘19 houses, 25 men, 33 women, and 20 children. 

Tuesday, 17th December 1872.—We started for Grab this morning at 
6-10 a.m., having sent friendly Garos to Sinal, Jogogiri, and Bonongiri, and 
other independent villages roundabout, to inform them that if they did not 
come in I should visit them and reduce them to submission by force. We 
reached Grab at 7-10 A.m. Halted for 20 minutes, counted the houses, and 
then proveeded to another parah of Grab. Halted for 40 minutes, and counted the 
houses and inhabitants. Both villages of Grab contain 38 houses, 58 men, 74 
women, and 56 children, Lukma’s name is “ Rongban.” I ordered the Lukmas of 
Mandah and Grab to proceed with me and pay in their revenue at Rongrengiri. 
At9 a.m. we started for Rongrengiri. At 10-15 we halted at Reesaparah, 
a parah of Kongrengiri, for 10 minutes, and counted the houses and inhabitants. 
IT found there were 10 houses, 27 men, 24 women, and 11 children. We again 
made a start for and reached Rongrengiri at 11-35 a.m. ; Me a all present. 
This day’s march was over a good road, though hilly, and had been cleared by 
the various villages. Halted for the night, 

Wednesday, 18th December 1872.—Halt at Rongrengiri. Wrote up diaries 
and made arrangements for bringing in russud for 24 days from Thappa to this 
place, where I shall leave a guard over it and proceed to visit a few independent 
villages near Gabul whieh lie in an east-south-casterly direction from this. 

Thursday, 19th December 1872.—Halt at Rongrengiri. Despatched Mr. 

Scanlan with a Reopen, quant, rae . sect 

russud from Thappa. Sent out Garos to ca 
wy ait fo Ditmas, which jn independent villages. A Lukma named 
Na Waitrasmon, “« Bijit,” from an independent village named 
Deputy Commissioner. Mandalangirf, came in and submitted this 
ables morning. accepted his submission, and told 
him eae his revenue and call in other independent villages. Attached 
are tables showing marches made and villages visited, &c., showing supposed 

number of inhabitants, &c. my : ery 

Owing to there being a large number of inffendent villages just off my 


Toute; I have been unable to keep to the route proposed by the Deputy aa 
“Risioner, Garo Hills, but shall adhere to it in the main points. I seat two 
_ Sonstables to Goalparah for treatment, as they were a clog on my movements, 
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one suffering from liver, the other from chest or | complaint. The roads 


we haye passed over could be made passable for four-footed animals at a very 


little expense. 
Diary closed and despatched vid Thappa. 


R. P. Davis, Captain, 


























Commdg. Northern Column, Garo Expeditionary Force, 
Camp RonGRENGInI, Garo HILLs, ; 
19th Lecember 1872. 
—= = = =— —Ss == _- = —_ . rf 
Table showing Distances marched by Captain Davis's Force. 
= = = 
Det. | Zrom Te. pote erie: Remangs, 





















HH. M, 
a 56 60, 6 
on 5 83 | 16. |] Captain Davis reached Rong. 
mn 5 30 7 a pl on the anh) liad 
es 40 10 @ come On to t ii place 
; 4 90 10 I directed bim, he would 
‘ iri. 3 30 a Reve bemw lage by the Sas 
wy | Bolongiri i" 3 65 10 waste of time | 
im = Si 4 60 ul occurred by his not sae 
1th . | Ma wae ae | Rongrongiri 4 20 12 ing out my instructions, 
18th & 10th, | Halt at Rongrengiri oe | x dinees em 





Table showing Villages and those submitted, §c., &c., to Captain Davis. 











Children. | Depesdaist, or 


Village. mtn ra Men, | Women, 



















independent, Remanxs, 

Kamagiri... we | Toesin wo 32 18 | apn 
Gokulgiri sew | Chilmil 26 16 12 Ditto 
Akaroop ... vw. | Goran 72 45 wo Ditto ra ¢ 
Remgiri sie « | Gonjan y4 47 38 Independent sv» |) Sabmitted on the 10th 
Dokigiri w. | Ginjon 60 42 35 Ditto og | and llth December 
Dokigiri Keparah ... | Suljan 35 22 14 Ditto 1873. 
Genduparab +» | Songal 43 18 13 | Dependent 
Katmundamgiri .. | Girong “4 26 Ditto A 

These three villages were 
Bolongiri Independent... burned by mo. I may 
Binal sa wee | wee coef BB teers | teen Ditto « perhaps bave counted 
Jogogiri rms eee Ditto in some houses that 
Mesteb wal a n 4 D; should not be #0, 

an a ase ajan 4 8 itto oes : 
Grah a «» | Ronglean 68 74 66 Ditto ow ee jeer 
Gabul < .» | Songna ; 25 | 33 20 Ditto age p bbeutshe visited: 
Mandalangiri ——... | injit Not known for certain. Ditto a a 
Reesa Para ... «. | Kartok 27 Py i Dependent ...| Para of Rongrongiri no 
separate Luk ma. 
ae 








Captain Davis makes no montion of the amount of revenue he has collected in the Hats, Hoe will give further detaile when 


we reach, 
W. J. Witiiamson, 


Deputy Commissioner. 


“No. 23, dated Julpigoree, the 12th February 1873. 
Memo. by—Cotonet J. C. Havanton, c.s.1., Commr. of the Cooch Behar Division, 
Forwarpep to the rion to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 





Department, for the information of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, with observations that the whole of the neighbouring zemindars 
have rendered most zealous assistance ; but it is only fair that it should be 
remembered the great body of coolies, over 700 in number, employed in car 
provision, &c., making roads, cledring the rivers, are hill-men sent from this 
quarter, more than two hundred of whom had been engaged in the Lushai’ 
expedition from this quarter ; also several elephants were detached’; 


Behar has contributed 100 pack-bullocks and 50 carts to travel over ronds over 


which a cart never before passed, for the purpose of storing 
supply the garrisons during the coming aaa BOREDE > 22:./11: 4008 URNA 
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No, D, dated Goalparah, the 5th February 1873, 
—Cartain W, J. Witttamson, Deputy Commiggi ‘ 
i Commissioner of Cooch Bobar . toner, Garo Hills, , 

Tuere is one point on which I omitted to touch in my report on the Garo 
expedition, and that is the cordial assistance rendered by several of the 
yemindars of the neighbouring districts. is 

2. Most conspicuous among these native gentlemen has been lai Prithi 
Ram Choudhari, Bahadoor, the zemindar of Mechparalh, who contributed very 
greatly to the success of Captain Davis’s column by the cordial manner in which 
he responded to the calls made on him for russud and coolies. He stored russud 
at the depats of Tickri Killah, Nibari, and Thappa, and assisted Captain Davis 
with a large body of coolies, who have done most excellent service throughout 
the campaign. This gentleman is always foremost in proferring assistance and 
in carrying out the wishes of Government to the utmost of his power, and I 
feel sure that Colonel Comber, the Deputy Commissioner, Goalparah, will 
endorse this opinion. I trust that his services will meet with some recognition 
from Government. . 

8. The Rajah of Sushang also rendered assistance in obtaining some 
supplies on the southern frontier, and so did the zemindars of Karoibari and 
Ghollah on the western side of the hills; and the agents of the Rani Surnomayi, 
on the Roomarichar, rendered valuable aid in forwarding the supplies and 
baggage of the central column to Tura. 

4. ‘The estate of the Rajah of Bijni under the Court of Wards, of which 
Mr, Scanlan is the manager, gave material assistance in forming the depdt at 
Cabul; and my thanks are due to these gentlemen for the effort they made to 
promote the success of the expedition. 

5, ‘The principal difficulty was supply, and this was successfully overcome 
by the establishment of several depdts, many of which, indeed the greater 
number, were situated close to or in the Gowalparah district, and it is to 
Colonel Comber’s management, assisted as he was by the zemindars of his 
district, that these depdts, on which so much depended, were efficiently 
maintained. Colonel Haughton is well aware of the demands that were made 
on the Goalparah district, and will be able thoroughly to appreciate the 
assistance Colonel Comber, his subordinates, and the zemindars, have given to 
the officers of the expedition. 


Dated Tura, the 22nd January 1873. 
Demi-official from—Capt. W. J. Win.1amson, Deputy Commr., Garo Hills, 
To—A. Mackenzie, Esa, Offg. Secy. to the Govt of Bengal, Judicial Dept. 

I nave just received your letter of the 17th, and was much gratified to 
hear that the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased with the results of the expedi- 
tion. Mr. Daly has finished the work I gave him, and has visited the villages 
remaining independent at the time of my last letter to you. The independence 
of the Garos is entirely at an end now. The survey bas been carried through 
the western hills, and the blank in the map is entirely filled in. T do not 
think the Garos will give us any more trouble, and their submission I believe 
to be real and lasting ; but as you say, we must not at first rely on it too much ; 
Thave therefore recommended that this police be raised to 300 men, which has 

en sanctioned, and the establishment of a strong outpost at Rongrengiri, near 
giri; and I leave for the interior to-morrow, and shall, when in camp, seek 
for a suitable place in the Niburi Dooar forjanother outpost: but perhaps I 
may be able to look after this part of the affevly acquired country without a 
guard, as I shall have now a strong body of peice at ‘ura to move on the least 
mptoms of any unquiet. I have cut a qapital path across the hills free 
urgapur in Mymensing and Jirah in Ggalparab. I have joined Tura an 
Nibari by a path, also Tura and Rongrengiri and Dawa. The oer N ~i 
try cut a path as far as Swangiri, near the Khasi Hills (marked in the 


map), and there now only remain 12 miles more to be cut between ro ee 
i to. join Tura and Shillong by m@ good bridle path. I made ae 
Garos eut all these paths, and I have. insi as a mark of submission, t 


they always keep them open. BS 









aR aa ve ' 
Captains Davis and Daly ate working round on their respective 
Rongreasiet On ‘thele arrival there I have directed them to pr iH 
‘Tura, where the whole force will assemble prior to making arrangements 
sending the men back to their districts. ; i > 
I leave to-morrow to visit the Nibari Dooar and the newly acquired 
villages in that direction, to inspect the new lines of road that have been clase 
and to see to the appointment of Luskurs and Lukmas over the tracts that h ave 
lately submitted. I expect to be away from Tura about a fortnight or three 
weeks. ‘ : iy 
When I have done the above business, I hope to dispose of the Khasi and | 
Garo Hills boundary, which the Lieutenant-Governor is anxious to have laid 
down. I have also to see to the completion of the survey ; and I shall be accom. 
panied in my present tour by Captain Woodthorpe, who is carrying the trian. — 
gulation through the hills. The Garos have rendered considerable assistance in 
this work by erecting, under my orders, conspicuous marks on the higher hil]. 
tops. 














. —————- 


Telegram, dated the Ist February 1878. 


From—Julpigoree. To—Calcutta. 

® From—Commissioner, To—His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 

_ Writamson telegraphs from Goalparah arrival from Tura. He 
through the heart of the lately independent country; found all perfectly quiet. 
The Garos have cuta fine road from Tura’to Nibari in Goalparah ; another 
road from Shillong to the plains of Mymensing is nearly cleared., Police work 
nearly finished. Police assembling at Tura to close accounts. Survey has 
made great progress, but is somewhat hindered by fog. , 


Dated Camp Tura, the 16th February 1878. ' 
Demi-official from—Carrain W. J. Witi1amson, Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, 
To—A. Mackenzin, Esq,, Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, i 
Your two letters of the Ist and 10th*February reached me the day 
before yesterday and yesterday. I have just returned froma tour in the 
Jirah Dooar, where, as I told you, I was going to inspect the line of road between 
the central dep6t at Rongrengiri and Jirah. I was not so well pleased with 
the road, as it is circuitous and in parts hilly. I am inclined to think, 
after an inspection of the newly-acquired country, that it will be the better 
plan to give up the idea of outposts und trust to patrols, which can be sent 
out every month, and visit all the important villages, and if there is the least 
sign of disturbance, I can myself be down on the spot in a very short time, and — 
with the police I shall have at my disposal, suppress it ina moment. Outposts. 
take off a number of effective men, who are isolated in spots not over healthy, 
where there is considerable difficulty in keeping up supplies, and they are 
generally only useful for defensive purposes; and they could not be main- 
tained in this case at a strength equal for offensive and defensive purposes, and 
I have no officers I could spare to put in charge of them, who could be entrusted — 
with the discretion offensive operations would entail, ‘After much thought 
on the subject, and after having carefully visited the whole country, Iincline to” 
a system of patrols through the country, and this I know was Colonel Ha , 
ton’s opinion, though in the first instance I was inclined to differ from 
You ask whether I found a bettd Jocality than Tura. I know the whol 
now, and I think there are no laces so suitable for a station as Tura, 80 
healthy or so convenient in all i though I am prepared to admit Tura 














not central ; but this matters little, 4s now I know the country ; I can 
village in it in three or four forced marches. ae 
_ Daly has gone back to Cachar. Captain Davis is in Tura; 
his column a day or two ago, Hie veda 
I will write Tully about the forests, population, &c. I have a 
on the survey officers to supply me with all the info on, an. 
about the forests, their area, variety of timber, facilities for ¥ 
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sia Wiy-aequired country, but, they 
] wor of th : ‘oo Me ey 
snd vapls nctn © Fivers, which are often 
_ ‘Wild elephants are very abundant in the centre of the }yj 
oth the timber and elephant mehal on behalf of Gebitenen the new] 
Pie country. The Garos said, with reference to the latter, they were were 
+ glad Goyernment wanted the elephants, as they were a source ‘of conse 


| gnnoyance to them. 


2 Telegram, dated Garo Hills, the 19th February 1873, 
From—Dy. Commr., Garo Hills, | To—Cotonz Haventoy, 


Just returned from tour i Jirah Doar. From examination I have 
now made of country I am averse to stockades.* 

# be, outposts. think 9 system of patrols would be “a aia 
quiet and going on well. Daly left on Friday for his own district. Davis 
came in here this morning. I have arranged for the appointment of Luskurs 
in the new tracts. The change Davis made in revenue arrangements in 

; Damrah Dooart has been accepted without a murmur, 

(as i eet I shall proceed in a few days to lay down the Khasi 

boundary with Woodthorpe. Progress is being made 

in enlisting new police; one-third of new force hus been raised. Cart-road will 

be ble for carts in a week ; the business is concluded, and the police force 

will be sent to their own districts as soon as arrangements can be made for 
their transport. 
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Telegram, dated the 19th February 1873. 
From—Jnipigoree. To—Dehree Ghat, vid Burhee. 
From—Offg. Commissioner. To—His Honor the Lieut.-Governor. * 
Aut well up to date in Garo country. Williamson and Davis at ‘Tura; Daly 
gone to Cachar. Business concluded, saye laying down Khasi boundary. Garo 
accounts under adjustment in my office. 





No. 652P, dated Fort William, the 3rd April 1878. 
From—C. U, Arrcuison, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 


‘Department, . 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council directs me 
to acknowledge receipt of your jetter No. 1196, dated 1st March, forwarding a 
copy of'a Resolution recorded by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
results of the Garo expedition, together with a copy of the reports on which 
the resolution is based. yam 

2. His Excellency in Council has perused with much satisfaction the ac- 

_ ounts of the pro and completion of the expedition, and desires that the 
cordial thanks of Wiatéensscnt be communicated to Colonel Haughton, to Captain 
Williamson, and to each of the officers named in paragraph 13 of the Lieutenant- 

_ Governor's Resolution of 1st March. The Governor-General in Council desires 
me also specially to acknowledge the assistance rendered by the detachment of 

© 43rd “Native . In his letter No. D, dated_5th February, Captain 

‘illiamson draws attention to the help afforded by Rai Pritheo Ram Chowdree, . 


ck gaindadar’ echparah, the Rajah of Sushang the zemindars 
ar ipa ihalian, “and vy ocber os Pe gentlemen. ’ To these also the 
of the Governor-General in Council are very cordially tendered. 
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* “srateinent showing Rainfall," Weather, Stale and Prospects of the Crops in the 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the th April 








Date of seri ®t) Character of the weather 


Sudden | Ceezeciat State and prospects of the | , 
' No, i District. Haragi-bined Station in in th ie oe * far as eens SOHAL: 0 
e inches, 
j BENGAL 6 1878. 
tern Districts. ‘ 
y 1 isedicica ee .April 8th*® | 10 |Weather hot +--|Cotton and teel withering 


for want of rain; grain 
market cheaper, 

2 '|Bancoorah wt Nil. (Hot. There has been Cotton doing well; other 

; some rain in the, cropsare being gathored 

northern part of the, a good outturn is ex- 

















12 |Rajshahye a 6th | A few \Cloudy mornings, clear Indigo 
¢ drops of and’ hot afieanane ‘oe 


district. cea 
. 8 |Beerbhoom a Nil. [Rain and hail in the Where rain fell it did mudh 
; ‘ south of the district] good 
dita Gerranatle ;-cloedy iaiite chats shetuelaiareit 
4 |Midn ea ensonable ; clou o change 8 week. 
the mornings. 4 nae crops favor. 
5 |Hoogh! a i Clear and cloud y;Rain ‘much wanted 
| fas wid warm wind od -plonghing. ty Sree 
Bia ; south-west. RRS FE) 9) 
‘ Howrah <a in ; Rain required thr@&ghout)s ; : 
x o' ; the district ; a very plen- talent 3 
erly winds in la tiful mango crop ex- nde 
part of week and) pected. The or 
if Central Districts. : cloudy sky. sulloring As 
Ff 6 |24-Pergunnahs ‘Seasonably warm, and Nothing to notice, Rain/Cholers s 
f ane , occasionally ‘cloudy.|_ is much wanted. Als 
oe 7 |\Nuddea - 4 ee and windy in Rain is.much required. | 
'¥ ay time. Mo 
er 8 |Jessore <i {The weather has been|Rain is much wanted in all) _ 
he generally ‘clear and, parts of the district. Inj _ 
en ot, with stron “Gesired)” 
f wind. Cloudy on the 
fe 6th. 
|. Soe i, 
ah 9 |Moorshedabad at 6th) Nil. |Weather petting ory| The ru! 
ec ae & hot; no rain during 
Wee we jaa the week. 
Lae | 10 |Dinagepore on 6th [Very lit-There was a slight nor.|Ploughing 
ees be tle rain, 
7 
by | 
: evidently occurred 
a n in other parts of the 
cae b eel 
1 y ‘ ene 
ieee i 11 |Maldah a Sth | Nil. Weather close, and|Buibee 
hin % threatening attimes 
ee : wind variable. — 
r 





State and prospects of the 
date. 





Central Disieleleer 
: td.) “ 
: i 1873. 


falls of hail and rain! Wheat barley wi 
with high wind, thun- weep th ey, ry 


3 ao Darjeeling ..| April 6th | 210 (Several very heavy: In the hills, 
der and lightuing, night 


+ both these erops 
t ate a full return, 
3 A ther crops, viz chota 
i : dhan, — chota — bhoota, 
i ; phapur, sambah, and 


=>. 











E cownie are yery young, 
y i and are doing mie The 


hail has not seriously in- 


Pee A 


4 jured any of the young 
| crops which are sowing 
low elevations. 

In the plains, 
No crops in the ground at 
present, the land is being 
l 


































} ploughed. 

ie & 17 \Julpigoree aoseee Senne 4 TTT) enteug 

ae | 
_|Cooch Behar+ | » 6th | 1:05 (Cloudy on severallThe rain has done good to i 
ir, : days. Thunder-| the cneena, kaon, and ‘a 

| “ storm with high) aus dhan. | 

- _ Wind and hail on TR 

evening of the 3rd “| 
instant, A; 
‘Weather cloudy at Rain much wanted. 

i times ; west of dis- 

i ; trict very dry. 

E Weather perfectly dry'The continued drought: is 

I and sunny; nowand) retarding the sowings 

Ef then the clouds) of the present year, and 

k appear, which only) injuriously affecting the 

k increase the rigor) growing plants in the 

e of sun's rays, ow lands. 

ere dys v4 Warm ..-Pair; rain much wanted, 

ee i A Hail-storm on the/The rain that has fallen 


80th March. Wea: has been beneficial, but 
ther changeable, but! more is wanted, espe- 
for the most part) cially in the south o 
cool, with easterly) the district. 














Getting hot ; constant Boro dhan_ good ; murali/A fow cases. 


ers keep the, sown. Heavy rains, Chole. fee 
weather cool still. | have prevented the sow-| parts of the 
ing of the aus and aman, | ‘istrict. Beis 
Stormy ; a good deal of No crops. Tea prospects iy 
thunder. very good. > a 


Fair and seasonable..,.No change since _ last 


report. 
mete s, with Moog, kalai, and khesary 
hig a wind at, reaped and gathered ; 
noon. Night clear; chillies, onions, &ec,, pro- 
temperature hotter| gressing favorably. 
than in the preced- 
ing week. 











continues| Good. 

















f cloudy and unsvt- 
tled, Rain seems 
ere Siar day! The prospects of fone 
Baers p pel ee Mt 
= J yropering their jooms. 
beater. ae there. No othe 


an 
wanted) are good. All 
we joom cultiva- 
goody, andin eabas nctorecond herel" choters at 
change to report. 
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29 |Gya 
80 |Shahabad oo 


31 |Tirhoot ” 


83 |Chumparun ove 





{ 34 |Monghyr a 
36 |Bhaugulpore 
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Buavoutrorr Drvx. 
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87 Sonthal Pergunnahs 


ORISSA. 

2% { 88 |Outtack 
E 39 |Pooree 
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© | 40 |Balasore 


CHOTA NAGPORE. 


South. West Frontier 
Agency. 
41 |Hazareebaugh 


42 |Loharduggah 


44 |Maunbhoom 


48 |Singbhoom ey. 
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Weather 







cast. 


Sth 
Sth 


Nil. 
Nil. 


\Seasonable 


able east wind, 


pleasant. 


Weather warm 
east winds. 








Fair 
Easterly wind 
whole week. 





gensonsbin ee 
though it would be, 
more healthy if the ve has. 
course of the wind 
were west instead o 










_,, (Crops are now cut. 
Warm with unseason-/Rubee crop has beon 


Growing hot, but stil! The 







with 


\Fair weather, hot days, 
and nights rather 
East winds. 


eh Po farang ou well as/Se 
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thered ; 
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sugarcane 
; other crops in 

‘erent. 

rubee crops are 

cut and gathered, te 
done 


damage the 

which fell a te 7th 
March 1873 has been 
pe pe shir | sd 


Ruhur is is cut; indi, Zo 
doing ves Fields 
being 


wheat, *bar'! 
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The prospects ° continue 
the hi as last week: 
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Days clear and bright, Sowing of i 

and nights cloudy commenced in all etn 

generally. Slight except Dhoobree — sub- 

vege ain = division, where rain is 
ve nights of the, wante i 

Ag on anted for this purpose. 

Apri 7eh| 201 (Por five’ nigh 

| AP “ or five nights there Aus paddy bei ; Publi 

were squalls of wind) iat romtasaend, food. 

with thunder aud, prospects of — season 







































geass 2 . lightning; the days} favorable. 
: . were partially clou- 
c- . dy and warm. 
@ |Parrung ..|Mar. 29th | 016 [Strong enst and north-Ryots are preparing their 


é east winds; frequent, Jands for aus dhan and 
thunderstorms at a) sugarcane crops; tea 
distance. Season very promising. 

48 |Nowgong | » 29th | 033 [Weather seasonable; Ground being rapidly 
oceasional smart! brought under cultiva- 

showers, with some) tion for spring crops. 
thunder and light-/ Tea manufacturing al- 
ning. ready comynenced, as} 
the weather has been 

80 suitable to produce 

flushes on the bushes. 

49 |Scebsaugor |» 29th | 2:89 |The weather  was'Plant’ng of asco dhan has 

; prey cool and, Commenced. 

mostly cl 1 

















oudy, with 
frequent showers © 
rain accompanied by 

thunder-storm. , 
» 29th | 0°62 [Strong wind through-j/Lands being prepared only/D 
out the week ; hail-| a8 yet for early rice crop; 
storm on Wednes-| weather favorable for 
day morning. At, tea and other cultiva- 


North Luckhimpore| tion. 


60 |Luckimpore 


























ras sub-division rain on 
the nights of the 
; IzZch, 13th, and Ld 
| instant; on the 
u h | hail 
SS 
i ‘i Rat : 5 ith(The new jooms which! 
babii pane Hills ve| yy 29nd | 044 a dull with uM Bs “A ws 
bhatt: in the middle of 


month have been pw 
back by te eold damp] 
, weather, and they are 
} » , therefore not so forward 
as they were last year. | 
...(Lhe sowing of potatoes 
has commenced, and in 
other parts of the hills 
the people nre busy! 
reparing their rice lands 
for seeds. é 
warm ; The firing of jooms still 
sion strong| continues. ; 
| winds ; indications, 
inge to rainy 
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y eral information. 
sil H. J. 8. Corron, 


Offg. dsst. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. — 5 
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i _ Phe mean barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer mea derived from 
‘the twenty-four hourly observations made daring the day, ~ eee 


~The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 reptbeesit( i 


| the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the a 
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£] 5 ia he 
A i = i Gurenat Rewanes. : 
e =} a oe 
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| fower rain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
pe round. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s avemometer, is registered from noon to noon, ae 
| __ “The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days sol FON ey 
| ‘Phe max. temperature during the past seven daye ms dari | 
Phe max. temperature during the corresponding period of the past year iad cH oes 
, ‘The mean humidity during the past seven days rit “73 4 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal for the purpose of makipg Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 5th |April 1873. 


Presse 


His Honor tae Lievrenan ie ROR OF BENGAL, presiding. 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paun, Acting Advocate- General, 

The Hon’ble V. H. Scuaucn, 4 

The Hon’ble H. L. Damrrer, 

The Hon’ble: Lorp Utick Browne, 

The Hon’ble C. E. Brrnarn, 

The Hon’ble Movivm Aspoowdyorenr, Kuan Banapoor, 
The Hon’ble B. D. Couvry, | 

The Hon’ble F. F. Wyman, | 

The Hon'ble Ragan J OTEENDRO ami Tagore, BAanapoor, 


and 
The Hon'ble Basoo ‘Dicumuer M 


mi MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 
Tae How’ste Mr. Dampier said the. on'ble member who had charge of 













Tov the ict Muni Improvement Act and the District. 
Towns Act had made it over to him ‘la of the Bill had been settled, 
me two amendments had been made by the poe a Lames time 

g fe Bul duct of Business was requir ; 
— os ln Coun a p and it now remained only to 
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hd Tox 
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had proposed to bring forward some mere yer! 


Peli ) prevent any canta 


= from raising ‘a question as to the legality of the retention of his appo 
y 








some Commissioner under the rule of rotation, and so perhaps causing 
to be wasted in litigation, The amendment was so trifling that he sho: 
no hesitation, if the amendment were carried, to apply to the Presi 
suspend the rules in order that the Bill might be passed at this meeting. — 
Honor tHe Presmpent observed that it was not necessary to su 
the rules unless the Bill was materially amended. | ‘a: ae i 
-Tne Hon’ste Mr. Dampter then moved that in section 2, aragraph 2, line 
14, after the words “such commissioners ” the following words be inserted:— 
“Tn case such whole number is not evenly divisible by three, the one-third shall be | 
ascertained by taking the number next below it which is evenly divisible by three, as the — 
number to be divided.” . : 
The motion was agreed to. chen, Se ae 
His Honor tue Prestpenr said he would also venture, without notice, to, 
ropose an amendment which was not material. It appeared to him that the — 
Beh section of the Bill ought to come before Section 7, inasmuch as the 8th 
section referred to a specific amendment, and Section 7 related to a general 
question which affected a number of Acts set forth in a schedule.. The 
consequence of the transposition would be, that we should haye the material, — 
vision first; and then the general Section 7, which would no longer be — 
estoed from the schedule to which it related, but the latter would follow. — 
immediately after. He moved that Sections 7 and 8 be transposed, 
The motion was agreed to. Reigns 
His Honor THe Prestpent said the rules which applied to the passing of. 
Bills were as follows :— ria 


“y Hieday thes 























“Tf, after the settlement of clauses, the Bill differs materially upon any important poi 
from the form in which it was read in Council and published, it may be again published as. 
amended and reconsidered after such time as the Council may order. SNe: paw 
. “If the clauses are settled by the Council as amended by the Sclect “Committee, the t 
Bill may at once be passed Otherwise the Bill shall not be passed at the same meeti 
but shall be brought forward again at a futgre meeting, and may then be passed 
without further amendment,” : Sar aay 
Consequently it appeared that the Bill not having been passed 
same meeting at which it was materially amended, it might be passed at. 
meeting with or without further amendment. And although in the exerci 
his duty he should think that if a material amendment were now made, — 
motion for the passing of the Bill should be postponed, still, as the | 
did not really require it and the amendment now proposed was not of a 
material character, the Bill might be passed at this meeting, : 
_ ‘Tre How’ste Mr. Damprer moved that the Bill, as settled by 
on the 29th of March, with the amendments just adopted, be ee ( 
His Honor the Pursmenr said he miglit state to the Counci 
Bill should eventually become law, | it was not his’ intention 1 
elective provisions of the Bill on mymicipalities that were uniwill 
them. He had said that he did nof pledgé himself that this — 
respects such as to ensure success} but he thought the Council 
materially inproved the existing law; and if any municipality 
its willingness to try the elective principle, he should, in the ¢ 
discretion vested in him by the law, enable them to make that 
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill passed. bey" 


EMBANKMENTS AND WATER-COURSES. _ 
Tue Hoy’sie Mr. Scuarcn said it would bein the recollection. 
that at the last meeting on which the Bill to amend the law 
ments and water-courses was considered, all the*cla 


Schedules down to Schedule E had heen settled, At 









Ae mi i Moulvie A h 
se dpioodmont in th somnb section, But Me aon eae 
nable to attend, and the matter was dropped for the time being. He had 
now to move that the Report of the Select Committee be further considered in 
order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
. Tue Hon’ ere Me. Souatcn said he had now to move the following amend- 
ments in section 41 :— : 
| -_Jn line 18 to omit the words “ the collector ;” 
~ -* fn dine 14° to omit the word “him” and substitute for it the words the collector ;” 
‘n line 16 to omit the words “ shall find” and substitute for them the words it shall 
ha found.” 
The effect of the alteration would be to make the first part of the section 
ran thus— 
“Tf at any time after the passing of this Act, on inquiry made by the Collector, as far 
as possible in accordance with the provisions of part Ii1 of this Act, it shall be found,” &e. 
The object of the amendments was merely’ to bring the wording of this 
section in accord’ with the wording of the following Section 41A. 
After some conversation the motion was agreed to. 
Tue Hon’ste Moutvie Aspoor Lurrer said he begged to move an amend- 
ment, that the following paragraph be added to Section 41:— 5° 









a a a es 


“The Lientenant-Governor may at any time after the passing of this Act, by a * 


Notifidition published in the Calcutla Gazetée, direct, that any embankment not mentioned in 
Schedule B be included in the said schedule, and the provisions of this section shall apply to 
such embankment ” { 

The amendment, he thought, was clear enough. But he wished to explain 
that asin this section there was a provision that after an embankment was includ- 
ed inSchedule E, the Lieutenant-Governor fwould lave power to direct that the 
same should no longer be included in the schedule, if after inquiry it was found 
that the maintenance of that embankment was no longer necessary, and also to 
restore any embankment so excluded, he /thought it was but fair to provide 
that any embankment not now included in the schedule, should hereafter be 
ineluded, if the Lieutenant-Governor found cient reason to include it. As 
far as the Council had information before them, they had a list of embankments 
supplied by the Government and the local avthorities, in accordance with which 
_ the schedule had been prepared. There might be other embankments not inclu- 
_ ded in the schedule, and which, in justice to the parties interested, it might be 
proper and fair to include amongst these embankments; and he was therefore 
' ofopinion that the Government should hayeA®! power to include such embank- 
| ‘nents in that schedule without applying for a further law to amend this Act. 
_ For these reasons he thought it was proper that.the addition which he had pro- 
E posed should be made to Section 41. 














Tae Hoy’pue Banoo Dicumpur Mrrrer gaid; so far as any new lines of em- 
bankments were concerned, he had no o jon to support the amendment. In 
ithe power proposed to be conferred on tha Lieutenant-Governor was almost a 
re Arising: the enactment of Segtion 41 of the her As yrs 
Owever, the embankments which were now heing maintained at the cost of the 

_ State, but would no longer be so maintained {then the proposed measure became 
e law, he must, to be consistent with what pe previously said on the subject, 
| *ppose the amendment. Because as respects| such embankments, the head of 


ecutive Government was no other n one of the parties to the matter 













ute, the zemindars who were about tebe deprived of the benefits they 
erto enjoyed from them being the jfther party, and the amendment if 
would have | effect of investing of the parties, 22., the executive 


nestion at issue between itself and 


t but that the head of the exe- 
a is dealing with such questions; ©) 


un! . * +. 
le to “wpion of the executive and udicial _ 
ay ieatiats , as representing the publ, he | 
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~ He was ‘well ‘aware that after berger, of the | $0 
41 ved intact, the jurisdiction of the vil Court. over su 
‘at once cerise; but as he had objected to the provisions 
section, he must inorder to be consistent, oppose the amendment, so “age 
it affected the question of embankments now being maintained at the cost, 
the State, but not included in the schedule, though judging from the. libe 
spirit in which the difficulties involved in the question of the schedale— 
now being met, such precautions as he was now contending for would hard 
be necessary. ye aae : ea 
His Honor tHe Presipenr said it might be necessary to clear the gro 
somewhat to come to a distinct understanding of the meaning of the provisio 
contained in the amendment. If it was accepted it would not be in the ; 
and he could assure the Council it would not be the intention of the Geet 
ment to use this amendment as a means for ree out any course of action, 
the hon’ble member on the right (Baboo Digumber Mitter) or any other hon’ble. 
member, might wish to take in regard to embankments not included in the 
schedule. So fur from trying any sharp practice, we had adopted a most honest. 
and. straightforward course. We had placed before the Council the fullest. 
information in our hands. We had laid before the Council our private : 
which showed exactly what we now kept up. We had shown what we pro- 
posed to keep up, and we had shown the very small number of em ments. 
_ thatwe did not propose to include in this Bill. We proposed to give the — 
longest time reasonable to enable all parties to make any representations they: 
thought fit, so that the hon’ble member to whom he had alluded, or — ae 
hon’ble member, might say ‘“ this embankment ought to be included.” It would. 
~ be for him and other hon’ble members to propose any embankments to be. 
included in the schedule, if they had ground for doing so, and if these. wer 
included’ they would not be directly or indirectly affected by the amendment. 
The effect of the proposed amendment was that if hereafter it should be 
discovered that for the public interests it was desirable that the Goyern- 
ment should keep up certain embankments, they would be added to the 
list. It might perhaps be that a case might arise in which the Government was 
not bound to keep up an embankment, but the interests involved might be so 
great, and the dilliculties of apportioning the costs anne the parties. 


to keep it up. In 
tie ae 















ht be so great, that the Government might be wil 
bie a case this amendment would énable the Government to add 
ment) to the list of embankments in the schedule. ' His impression was that this 
amendment would rarely be used for the purpose indicated, by the hon’ble 
member who proposed this amendment, namely to-include in the schedule any 
embankment which had been wrongly omitted. Oh Fake 

The arrangement now was to give fair notice to all i interested to 
come forward with any embankments which ought. to included — | the 
schedule, and this clause would renhain as an additional precaution to enabl 
the Government to add to the list any additional embankments which for a1 
reason the Goycrument might be w ling to maintain. aT 

Tue Hoy’sir Mr. Scnatcn said, he did not think there would be a 
reason to take advantage of this gmendment in view to correct the list of 
embankments now proposed to be fiaintained at the expense ot 
It was proposed that the Bill would be again published for general info 
and.every opportunity would be ies interested to 
if any embankment which the 
omitted from the schedule. But thre was one case in which | iu 
might be very useful. Vhe principe of the Bill was that all embankme 
be maintained by the persons. intelested; but it might hap, ; 
very likely in Lidgely tial thefe might be some new embankr 
the Government might wish to keeyy up for the ion of 
late salt linc ; and it might desire.th make sits dete 
them solely at their Own expense,}by entering them heroafte 

useful one, 
















Mr. Scuaucu thought. the provision bwas a 
support the amendment. == =}, 
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The motion was agreed to. : 
» Twn Hon’ster Mr. Scuaccn said, all the sections of the Bill having now 
poon disposed of, he He He to go on to the consideration of Schedule E. 
On @ former occasion he’ 1ad explained that the principle on which the schedule 
had been prepared was that the Government would oul include in the schedule 
all those embankments which the Government were bound to maintain, He 
then explained that they were of three kinds; first, embankments connected 
with the great Burdwan estate as that estate was constituted at the time of the 
rmanent settlement. And he explained that subsequent to that settlement 
a contract had been entered into with the Rajah of Burdwan, whereby the 
Government undertook to maintain all embankments necessary for the 
rotection of that estate, which the Rajah had theretofore maintained at 
Pie own expense in consideration of a certain deduction from his sudder 
jumma, By that contract in consideration of the Government maintaining 
those embankments, the sum so deducted, Rs. 60,000, was added to 
the jumma. ‘That was certuinly a decided contract, and in accordance with 
that agreement the Government would continue to maintain those embank- 
ments, and therefore the embankments so maintained were entered in the 
schedule. Those embankments were covered by the entires Nos. 1 to 38 of 
the schedule as it now stood in the Bill. They covered all the embankments 
which were required along the Salye, the Roopnarain, and the Damooda and 
Adjai ‘rivers, and ali the embankments in connection with the Burdwan 
estate. The second class of embankments were those in Hidgely. These 
formed the subject of inquiry in 1839, and at that time the Government decided 
that certain embankments should be maintained by the Government. Those 
embankments had since been so maintained. The Superintending Engineer of 
the South-Western Circle wrote, under date the 24th June 1872— 

“Tt appears there are no embankments kept up at Government expense in that division 
except the first four descriptions of embankments enumerated in the category at page 33 of 
the committee’s printed report, and which the Government have already accepted the 
obligation of maintaining at the public cost.” 

These were the embankments, beginning in the schedule with No. 39, 
with the t sea-dyke extending up to the river Hooghly, a distance of 40 
miles, anf inelndin theembankments along the rivers which flowed into the 
Hooghly from the interior Nos. 40 to 54, covering in all a distance of 345 miles 
352 feet. These formed the second class 6f embankments. The third class of 
embankments consisted of those which were kept up for the protection of stations. 
The Board in their report of 2nd May 1837, which was before the Council, 
suggested that such embankments should be maintained by the Government. 
That su ion had been accepted, and they had been so maintained. These 
consisted of the embankments numbered 55 and 56, the old and new embank- 
ments, to protect the station of Rampore Beauleah, and the embankment 
numbered 57, to protect the station of Maldah. In regard to this latter embank- 
ment a doubt was expressed by an hon’ble member as to the correctness of the 
names of the pergunnahs inserted in the schedule. On further inquiry 
he had abbattadncd that the actual terminal point of the embankment was situated 
in smaller pergunnahs lying within the large pergunnah named in the schedule. 

erefore, he would first ask for leave that in item No. 57, lines 6 and 8, for the 
word “Sheershabad,” the words “ Ameerabad ” and “‘ Vatra” should be respect- 
vely substituted. 

The motion was agreed to. . . 

That disposed of the whole of the embankments in the Bill as it now 
stood. But since the last occasion on which this matter was before the Council, 
the Government had taken the subject of the remaining embankments main- 
tained at its expénse into consideration, It had been stated that the delay in 
settling the schedule was due to the fact that the mover of this Bill was himself 
ignorant of what embankments the Government were bound, and what they 
Were not bound, to maintain. Mr. Scnatcn had long ago formed his opinion, 
and to that opinion he still adhered, that the embankments entered in the 
schedule now attached to the Bill, were the only embankments which the Govern 
ment were bound to maintain. There were other embankments which wer 


aoe maintained by Government, and it was a question how far the Government 
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* though not bound to maintain them, was inclined todoso. In dealing with 
that question the Government of Bengal had to decide, not only with ‘erence 
to their own funds and the allotments made to them, but im regard’ to the 
funds received from the Government of India for the purpose; and therefore 
some correspondence had been entered into with the Government of India on 
the subject. ‘hat correspondence had now been completed, and the Goy- 
ernment were now prepared to state what further embankments they would 
undertake to maintain. ‘I’o lay the matter fully before the Council there. had 
been circulated a note by him on the el ape and with that was printed a state- 
ment showing all the embankments which on the latest information were found 
to be now maintained by the Government, in addition to the fifty-seven items 
included in the schedule attached to the Bill, It would be found at page 3 of 
the note that these consisted of four classes of embankments, Ist’ those 
in the 24-Pergunnahs, extending to 216 miles 138 feet; 2nd, of a long line 
of embankments in Moorshedabad, on the left bank of the Bhagiruttee, which 
extended in connection with certain roads and zemindaree embankments over 
a distance of 93 miles; 3rd, of an embankment on the Matabhanga river; and 
4th, of the Khooly Khal line. Of the 93 miles of the Bhagiruttee embank- 
ments 72} miles were maintained by Government, and the remainder consisted 
of zemindaree bunds, and roads which served as bunds, the zemindaree bunds 
forming about 7} miles. For the reasons stated in the Note he certainl 
considered that the Government were in no way bound to maintain the Bhagi- 
ruttee embankments: the Government were under no engagement to maintam 
any one of them. But on the other hand the zemindars of the estates in the 
Moorshedabad district, which were protected by these embankments, agreed at 
the time of the decennial settlement that they would, according to custom, 
maintain the embankments within their estates. But however that might be, 
these embankments not only protected a very large tract of country, but. also 
the important stations of Berhampore and Moorshedabad, and on the whole the 
Government had determined not gnly to continue to maintain the embankments 
which they had hitherto maintained, but also that portion of these embankments, 
which had hitherto been maintained at the expense of the zemindars..»» - 

Mr. Scnacn had yet said nothing about the embankments in the 24-Per- 
gunnahs. he history of these embankments was fully given in the Note of 
the hon’ble member on his left (Mr. Bernard) and in the letter of the 
of Revenue of the 2nd May 1887 to which Mr. Scuaucn had already referred, 
After much discussion the point arrived at was that the Government should 
either maiutain these embankments, or allow the zemindars to do so, giving forthe 
repairs the sum of Rs. 16,000 which they formerly received from overnment 
towards the expense of maintaining them. Shortly before that time the Govern- 
ment had actually abandoned these embankments, but on this report from the 
Board they determined that they should retain them. ‘There was no. distinct 
engagement that Government should maintain these embankments. But look 
to the fact that they lay along the Hooghly and along the numerous streams OF, 
the Sunderbunds, where heavy inundations generally took place, the Govern- 
ment had determined to maintain them. These embankments commenced & 
little below Garden Reach on the left bank of the Hoogkly, went dow to 
north of Mud Point, then went across to the eastward along the Sunderbunds 
turning up northwards and came back to Tolly’s Nullah.* So that the whole 
the 24-Pcrgunnahs lay within a ring-fence formed by these embankments. Of 
the remaining embankments now maintained by Government, there: 
the Katcheckatta embankment on the right bank of the Matabh 
This was rather a portion of the works connected with the navigation 
bhanga river, but as it was very much in the nature of an em 
vent misconception it was thought proper to bring it into the sch 
remained of those now maintained by Government only the. 
embankment. He had annexed to his Note a correspondence Wi 
embankment. And he thought from a perusal of that 
the Council would concur in thinking that they were e 
maintained formerly by the Government, which the Gor 
bound themsélyes to maintain, but which in’ the year 1 
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of the heavy inundations of the previous year, had been repaired b 
Government with the distinct reservation that this canteaian coe act 
to be held to pledge the Government to maintain them in future. But 
having got into the hands of the Public Works Department they had 
been repaired from time to time. These embankments were not of very 
great, importance, and fell quite within the province and power of , the 
gemindars to maintain, and if it should be found on inquiry that the 
maintenance of these embankments was necessary, they would have to be 
maintained by Government at the expense of the zemindars, on the principle 
on which a very large number of embankments were now so maintained, the 
embankments in Midnapore, Sarun, and Tirhoot, being maintained in the 
same way. 
The result of the inquiries had been that it was now proposed to introduce 
in the schedule the embankments numbered from 58 to 93, both inclusive 
ing within the 24-Pergunnahs, and he would move accordingly, : 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Scnavcn would now move that the Bhagiruttee line of embankments 
set forth in item No. 94, be added to the schedule, : 
His Honor tae Prestpenr said he thought it was necessary that he should 
explain what might seem an inconsistency in accepting, on the part of the 
Government, the Bhagiruttee embankments, since in doing so the Government 
undertook certain duties that were undoubtedly the duties of the zemindars. 
He had on several occasions expressed his opinion that the zemindars were 
bound to perform certain duties which they had at the time of the permanent, 
settlement engaged to perform; that they ouzht to be strictly held to these 
duties, and that it was contrary to principle, and to the duty of the Government 
to the people of the country that we should relieve the zemindars of those 
duties, and impose the expense of performing any such duties on the general 
tax-payer. It was now proposed to make one limited exception with 
mal or to these Bhagiruttee embankments; the considerations under which 
the Government proposed to undertake this duty had been to a certain extent 
explained by the hon’ble mem er in charge of the Bill. ‘The fact was that this 
was along line of embankments protecting avery large tract of country. 
That line was in effect and reality, as it had been shown to be, one continuous 
line of embankments. It might be described as consisting of three classes 
of embankments. ‘First, there were the embankments protecting the station 
of Berhampore and town of Moorshedabad which the Govertanent was 
bound to maintain; secondly, tlere were the embankments of much greater 
length protecting large tracts of country, which we believed the Govern- 
ment was not strictly bound to maintain, but which for a long time past 
been so maintained, and which therefore we were willing to maintain ; 
and thirdly, there were the zemindaree bunds which were to this day 
maintained by the zemindars. But seeing that tliese various classes of embank- 
ments were in reality, or ought to be, one continuous embankment; secing that 
or rotected an immense tract of country, not only in the district of Moor- 
sh , but in two or three other districts; seeing that these embankments 
were of such importance to the country; secing that it would be a task of 
extreme difficulty and delicacy—that it would be in fact almost impossible to 
apportion the cost amongst the zemindars whom it benefited; seeing that the 
expense of the zemindaree portion of the embankment had hitherto been com- 
paratively limited ; seeing that we should be able, by taking over the whole 
i ent, to shorten somewhat the line, to make if more effective and 
1 j—we had thought it consistent with our duty to make this concession 
to the i to undertake to maintain the line as one continuous line, 
8 a Government line-of embankments, and not to charge the zemindars and 
the embankments. 
‘That was a concession of very considerable importance. That must be done 
subject to the sanction of the’ Government of India, who paid for the main- 


5 aren of the embankments, and who had not yet been consulted on this point. 


the people and the zemindars would be benefited. ‘ And with 


; mr cone and careful management the Government would not 
ww this Government was willing to accept this continuous line of 
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embankment, if the Government of India did not object. He had n é donk 


















the Council would not be unwilling to add it to the schedule. “ 

The motion was agreed to. . i 
_. "Tue How’stx Mr. Scrarcn said the only other embankment remaining 
was the Katcheekatta embankment, marked as No 95, in the list which ‘he 
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now moved should be added to the schedule. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Tue How’ste Basoo Dicumper Mirrer said he had to thank His Honor 
on behalf of the zemindars and ryots as well, for the spirit of moderation 
and fairness manifested in meeting the difficulties which the question of the 
schedule at one time presented. When he last had the honor of addressing | 
the Council on this subject, the difference between the miles of embankments 
now being maintained at the cost of the State, and those ineluded in the 
schedule was 535 miles. It had now been reduced to 153 miles, and he had ‘ 
eyery hope, from the care and attention with which the inquiry on the subject 
was still prosecuted, that this difference would either altogether disappear, or 
be satisfactorily accounted for. 

Mn the motion of the Hon’ste Mr. Scnatcu the schedule as amended was. 


agreed to. 
Tue Hon’sux Mr. Scnatcn moved that Schedule F be added to the Bill, 
schedule referred to certain embankments in two pergunnahs in regard to 
h the Government had for many years paid a certain sum to the zemindars 
towards the repairs, the zemindars being bound to maintain them, It was now 
that that payment should be continued as heretofore, and disposed of — 


in manner in section 41A. ‘The schedule was as follows :-— 
Scuspotx F.—(Referred to in Section 414.) 
Pergunnah, District. Amount of contribution. 
Rs. A. P. 
Fattehsingh ..- Moorshedabad ws 1,706 10 8 
Rokanpore ous Ditto a 1,466 2 0 


The schedule was agreed to. i , 
His Honor Tue Presment said he proposed that the consideration of the 
Bill should be postponed for twelve weeks, and directed that the Bill as now 
amended by the Council published in every alternate Gazette during — 
that time. y a ‘ ms 
EMIGRATION TO THE LABOR DISTRICTS. 
Tae Hon’ste tur Acrine Apyocarr-GuneraL moved that the time — 
cribed for the presentation of the report of the Select Committee on the Bill to 
amend the law relating to the emigration of laborers to the Districts of he 
Cachar, and Sylhet, and to regulate contract-labour and service, be, 2 
for a fortnight. He said it was well known to the Council that this Bill was — 
placed in hig charge but lately, and that the important character of the Bill » 
was suc}: that he considered the Committee had not had sufficient time to | ¥ 
their réport. He now asked for an extension of time. But it was to 
that the Committee did not intend to make a ‘final report, but | ae 
peerpnery one at present. The reasons why the Committee would at present — 
unable to make a final report on this important Bill were obvious. The 
amendments proposed to be made by the Bill had two objects in view—the 
first related to the re-arrangement of the provisions of the Bill in 
chapters, and short sections, clothing those sections in etme langus 
order that they might be clearly and readily understood ; the second 
related to the consideration of a few substantial ‘amendments’ hich 
proposed to be made in the existing law. The consideration of those 
. tial amendments required some time and attention, and.it was f 
of putting forward the views of the Committee on those : nti 
ri sa sxipnaien of Hie was required, It would be se 
the substantial amendments proposed had for their object the 
coolies and the protection of their lives. And he ae tea 
Raiaarion $0 planters the Bill would be ultimately found, after 
maturing the Bill was afforded, to be beneficial to all p 
Under these circumstances he asked for a fortnight’s ti 
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the columns of the old Bi 

hed in that form. A fortni wets 

@ at the point above tad i 
the inquiries directed by the 








f “Tae How’ste Mr. Corvie said, in supporting the motion for an extens; 
of Uap would say. speaking as a fractional part of the Select Conidae’ a 
the Bi ut if the Council saw fit to grant an extension of time, the best 
endeavours of the Committee would be used to come to such a conclusion on the 
main features of the Bills would enable them to make such a preliminary 
ort a, the President desired. And he would say that in so far as the 
ences of opinion on the Bill and the objections raised by the hon’ble 
’ meniber who usually sat on his right (Mr. Robinson) and himself related not so 
much to the objects to be attained as to the best means of attaining those 
objects, he thought it would not be difficult to arrive at a-general ment 
on the questions atissue, subject to the reservation of similar objections and 
differences of opinion on particular points and special sections. Ifthe Bill was 
lin the form suggested with the clauses of the old law, ‘and the new 
placed side by side, such a publication would, so far as it extended, help 
‘those interested in the measure to make a readier and perhaps fairer comparison: 
betwee the old and the new law, and enable those most conversant with the 
ractical working of the special subjects relating to it to note precisely, the. 
“in which changes were pro: and to say whether in their opinion 
‘for better or for worse. No doubt a considerable amount of time and 
trouble would have to be devoted to the consideration of the Bill, and of the 
numerous papers relating to it before it reached its final stage, but he trusted it ~ 
would be time well spent, and trouble rewarded with a satisfactory result, 


_ His Honor rae Prestpenr said he hoped the Council would think the 

course proposed was a satisfactory one. It appeared to him to be better not to 

two mow il of a cherry, but in the case of a very large mouthful as this 

8, he thought it was an easier and more satisfactory way that we should 

make A ites of it. There could be no doubt that the susceptibilities of the 

gentlemen interested in tea plantations had been disturbed and excited by the 

| introduction of this Bill. He believed it would be found that the,change was 

_ notso much a change in the and disposition of an old friend, as a 

mu isfact ent of his dress. The learned Advocate-General 

nm good enough to take charge of the Bill, and the Committee had met 

times. We had the greatest hope that when all were striving to 
he object ; when fie. representatives of Government who were fully 
of asco J emigration, and when those who to some extent represented - 

, ypean interests in tea ; when men representing different 
strove for the same object with the desire of arriving at a con-~ 

t hope that in course of the first few weeks, a great many of the 

e smoothed over, a great many of the differences of ‘appear- 

‘old friend would be got rid of, and he might be pre- 


































than in the dress put upon him on his first appearance. 

‘oposed. was that on this fortnight being given, the 

-as possible, and then republished, and considerable 

{ Ahose interested, thoroughly to consider the 
ions and representations as they might 

would he hoped, continue thatstaboae ; 
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‘the 12th instant, with an intima- 
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‘Dated 27, Dall ee aaie, Cale i “the 1 
- From—Hamiuron Ansravrien, Esq., and Babu Hem =n 
duty to inquire into the production of and trade in J 

To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Statistical 


. Uxper instructions received from His Honor the 
us of Bengal, we have the honor to submit the following ep 
G, sub-livisions visited by us up to date. 

In so doing we for the present confine ourselves. to the, 
Save gathered from the ryots respecting last year’s crop < 
the crop of 1873-74. — ; 
© We shall defer touching on the subject of present m 
_ preparation of the fibre, possible improvements in both, 
report, to be made when we shall have completed our survay:o o 
jute growing districts. & 

On the 22nd ultimo ‘we visited Baraset, a sub d 
-gunnahs, in which the description of jute commonly, knows, 
- sively cultivated. 
*"WPhe total area of this sub-division is about. 870. ‘sq l 
rg ed _ itis estimated that one-sixteenth part was under jute eu 
ae to say 44,770 beegahs; and emt the yield per beegah 

fh ree maunds, we estimate that the outturn of jute for the 

Y Maraent last season will amount to about 134,310 maunds, 
a number of ryots who had been collected from aioe 
_ division, 


One tesult of the examination was to put. beyond a 
the cultivation of jute last season entailed loss on the 
‘With regard to the season now coming on, it is evident 
_ Baraset do not purpose to cultivate so much jute as they d 
‘Tt is impossible to arrive at an idea of the extent of 
‘tion on the cultivation, as one and all of the ryots we 
' eannot decide how much or how little jute they will 
| __ season comes on, i.e., about the beginning of next month. 
EA ee Should the weather then be favorable, | -donsiderablh 
ae sown than will otherwise be the case. 
ind _ Showers of rain in the commencement of May fa 

~ growth of jute in the districts near Calcutta, 

_. Of the jute of last season’s growth in Buraee 
remains unsold in the hands of the culityaleme or. 
s the Mahajuns; aud from what can be gathered fre 
_ that one-fourth of the jute, — to say 33,500 
last season still remains to be disposed of. 

' On the 8rd current we visited Baxripore, ne 
___. sions of the 24-Perguonahs. - 
It is estimated that about 5,000 beegal 
Bhsioy cultivated with jute last season, The d 
_ the average outturn of jute per beegah 
Me 16,000 maunds as the amount of jute pr 
| We examined a number of ryots 
Se decay A ey stated yal it was thei 
sae uring the coming season than t , 
their cultivation Topeka aeewhe er | 

| They iurther stated that one-fourth of th 
last season still remained u ‘The amour 
8,500 and 4,000 maunds. - 
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gigs grow in eengeeict of Hooghly, 


ioe stion | cultivated is desi, 
district, Tetrat eee 
,424 square miles ; of which it is estimated that ab 


re miles was under jute cultivation last season: this is equivalent to 















) bee agpol. 

» outturn of jute per beegah in the district of Hooghl 
8h to 4 sade; and allowing it to be the formes exile hee 
D cae 4 total yield for ‘the district to have been 677,600 maunds, .f 
Bike A number of ryots were examined, and they one and all stated that in— 
ion the cultivation of jute during the coming season in the district — 
eee y ‘would be much reduced, but that the amount cultivated would — 

upon the weather at the sowing time, i.c., in the beginning of May. 

ed pe ian ve oo eeeety of the produce of last’ season 

unsold: in that all who could afford to do s 
ih ig 2p aaa x wear bead rs 
ots from different villages variously estimated the unsold portio es 
wont cr “ob from one-fourth to even three-fourths, e n of ai ad 
ow ese proportions may be depended upon it is impossi ve 
1 at present, but the fact is eainebted that a large quant rie na 
geason’s: com remains to come forward to the market; and estimating it 
na mae as one-fourth of last year’s outturn, it would appear that about 169,400 
: # ~maunds are still in the hands of the growers in the district of Hooghly. x 
“On the 8th current we visited the western portion of Jessore vid 
-Chooadangah, but found that but little jute was grown in that part of the 
it, , the soil not being at all suitable; that what little was cultivated was 
_ consumed locally ; and that the part of Jessore which produced jute forthe 
5 ket ‘rato he sg north-east, and south-east, Bes | 
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‘THE TRADE IN SAFFLOWER. 




























RESOLUTION. 
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. : f 
Caleutta, the 9th April 1873. Breyer 
‘last, the attention of the Lieytenant-Governor was drawn 
ade and exportation of safflower from Dacca, and he desired 
to report on the cultivation of this staple within their 
rc which have now been received, it is evident that 
er is not yet an important article of produce in Bengal generally, 
Een for local use and consumption over a great part of 
the Behar distriets it is observed that there is aslight 
.. The remainder of the western and the central and 
produce enough for the local requirements of the 
export In the country about Dacea, however, there is a 
vation and export trade. The principal Dacca dealers. me 
ey Baris to 16,500 maunds, and that of thisabout — 
» of the Dacea district. The remainder 
4, and Furree apse, lf we may take the 
maund, the value of theese 


















nine to ten lakhs of rupees, of w 
outturn in the Ss of Dacea itself, 
salllow said to be largely increas: 10 
» greatly increased ia Binion. he 
e interior on behall of mercan ny ee 
er of ‘Paces cts op the Be a 
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ospects of the Sees sss fore 
the week aig le a he 2 18 


Weather very hot ,,Common tel and 
crops in want of rain ;). 
grain market unchanged.| pos, 

Hot ...|The outturn of su ¢,/“ome casos 
wheat, and barley has cheer reprt 
Kes tel deag eit] 

Hot ...Rain is much wanted, 

Very hot 


‘Clear = on mae in very such wena 
ve win m. R 
south, bop aes 


No crops to notice. Rain 
much wanted. 


spring 
sowings, the October in- 
digo and the aus crop. 
Rain much wanted for the 
spring sowings; boro dhan). 
is in ears in some 
uds Ploughing going on 
next year's crops. 


Rubee crop almost all)”, 


reaped, ‘srerase oa a 
; boro dhan thriv-| 
pected ; i 
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Weather cool d 
seasonable. Repeat-| under 
ed storms, and heavy) tions, 
showers of rain. 
Frequent _ thunder- 
storms and gal 


Occasionally cloudy, 
Ne mostly dry and 
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Wonderfully cool for} 
this time of the year, 
Days fair and nights!Te 
judy ; weather ¢ 

and pleasant. 
Hot and hazy wind 
generally from west- 
ward. 
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e 6th; weather 
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rain. 












































Nil. |Hot west wind pre-|The rubeo crops have all 2 | 
vailing. been cut and harvested. i, 
Rice and moong sowing eg 
. | going on. 5 ea 
Nil. Wenihes hot with east Indigo is doing well; cheena bane 
and west winds, as germinated; fields are a 
being prepared for the Pas 
adoi crops. “ he 
» (2th) Nil, |Hot days, but usually The rubee crop has nearly aie te 
at night east wind.) all been cut and harves- “2 ; 
ted. The outturn is not ; 


mn to be very 
good. 
» 12th | Nil, |Bair us ... Harvest nearly in; outturn 











good. 
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’ - since Thursday. ground i " 





» 12th | Ni, {Warm inday, eoldeast/Rain wanted for bhadoi, Noleraver 
" wind at night, sowing. 

» 32th) Ni, |Weather very hot, In Rajmehal wheat is said 
Z strong west winds) to be very good, and the 

: blowing. same is the state o 

ni <egs in Deoghur; 

mohowa is everywhere} — 

short, 
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Se The sean, barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are derived ail 
| the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. sit Siew! 
_ ‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwicn constants.—The figures in column 10 represent 
‘Ahe humidity of the air, tue complete saturation of which being taken at unity, The receiver of the 
_Jower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the avemometer 70 teet 10 inches above the level of the 
=r . ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemomever, is registered from nuon to noon, 


a 






_. The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days vor 290 
ti 2 The mux. temperature during the past seven days — = RE Pe, 
on The max, temperature during the corresponding period of the past year vor eM aad 
- _ The mean humidity during the past seven days Rae 69 

ey The mean bumidity guring the corresponding period of the past year ye. 

” The total fall of rain from 8th to 14th i by lower rain gauge 

"4 e total fall of rain from to  Uby anemonieter gauge : wy Eda 
Ditto _— ditto ditto average of nineteen previous years... 0) 

; Ditto — ditto between the Ist January and tne 14th April oo) eats 
F 4 Dio — ditw ditto ditto, average of nineteen previous years... 3°59 


Gorgenautu Sex, 
In charge of the Observatory. 





The 15th April 1873. Pape at 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 29th March 1873, on 27} miles upen. 
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Coaching receipts. 





Weight carried. | 
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f 208 Page, “a 
on Sonn  Capsadeie — mele Sctiodls a 653 WraKy Revie oF Bante! compiled at the Meteoro- 
The proposed substitution of Avsamese for Bengali in peor bend jenn mee i ke Soe ares . OF 
le ee | SS eee ee ee 
Resolution on the Report of the Sanitary Commis- Results of the Moteorological Observations taken at 
for Bengal for 1871... a ee eee) the Survevor-General’s Office, Caloutta, from 15th to wie 
ions Of the severn! Road Cess Committes during Set April 7B ae aa a ae 
Unk age mee Deccan ters Pe ee! Irrigation Operations, of Lower Bengal during the ~ 
Prospects of the Orops in the different districts of month of March 1878 ine “ es ie ow 078 
Aa repo to Government during the week Weekly Return of Tratlic Receipts on Indian Rail. 
the 19th April 1873... eee O88 ways er ee er rr rT an) 
SIR JOHN GRANT'S SCHEME FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN BENGAL 
te Tre Lieutenant-Governor directs the republication of the subjoined extragts 
al from a Bengal Government letter of the year 1860. Te has been much grati- 
+. fied to find in the records so complete a similarity of viows to those recently 
| adopted on the part of the distinguished man who held the Bengal Government 
f » in 1860. The present rules are so elastic, and so much is left to the discretion 
_» of local Officers, that Sir John Grant’s opinion may be taken asa useful guide 
ie)? at the present day, The Licutenant-Governor has therefore directed that 
“= these extracts be republished in continuation of the Primary School Resolution 
Page. of the 30th September 1872. 
; ; No. 633, dated Calcutta, the 19th October 1860, 
From—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
_ To—W. Grex, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department. iis 


‘AM directed, with reference to your several letters noted in the margin, 


anary 1969, : to forward the views of the Lieute- 
Ji 4 . 

” {Dorkst) 10th of Devs nant-Governor on the subject of 
“aod ta ist of February 1800, providing cheap schools for the 


> 


, and of improving and extending vernacular education generally. 

e Lieute Governor has referred to Lord Stanley’s despatch on 
rally, which was received after the first of your 
' ent had been forwarded, and in which yotigas se 
points connected with education are discussed ; but the present Ba ae / 
will be confined to an exposition of his views regarding vernaculat 
lower classes, and to the question of the funds from whichsuch 
“The Lieutenant-Governor, in pursuance of the i 

er of the 17th of May 1859, has consulted on 
the officials of the educational department, but | 
bis _ 
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ge schools, ee always shown an in 
é : ' the elevation and -bei 
W. S, Seton-Karr, Esq. Rajah Suttchurn Ghosal. ts. Thei well ng 
Dr. FJ. Monat. ».. Sutteschunder Koy, 0 e information given 
G. Smith, Esq. Rai Prosinno arain Dob. the above ntlem: 4 P 
NLP. Pogoee, Esq. Buboo aceaer cag Surma, t i en, Whose nam j 
> , Esq. » h ‘Vagore. . . . nce 
By Kee » -Prosunno Coatunr Ghose. Bre ente, in the mar, n, is h i> 
» J» Long, » Pearyehnd Miter, with forwarded : and aided b 
. San , maohurn Sircur. * is fae, sy 
g 4 Oxi rs Debendranath Tazoe Pe ore as well as by a <ouaiera | 
. Geidt, ” ssurchunder Ghosal, . ‘ Nea 
=. M. Banoric. %  Shibebunder Deb. tion of the means hitherto employed — 
Rajah Radiakant Deb, Bahadoor. | Moonshee Ameer Ally for this object, the LieutenantGo.- 


>» Prosunnonath Roy, ditto. vernor is now enabled to @ 


the plan which he recommends for the attainment of the object in view. ; 
8. The Lieutenant-Governor clearly understands the intention of the — 
Government of India and of the Home Government to be, that grants-in-aid are — 
not to be applied to the extension or support of purely indigenous vernacular 
schools, but are to be reserved for English schools, for Anglo-Vernacular schools, _ 
and for Vernacular schools of a comparatively high order. The present object, 4 
then, is to devise some scheme for the instruction of the lower agro 5 
classes, which may be tried at once experimentally, but shall be capable of 
extension and be not eae to any existing system; suitable to 
the wants of the people; not calculated to offend their prejudices; and, — “ 
above all, shall not be attended with inordinate expense, not only at first, 


“but when developed to its fullest extent. 


4. Bearing this in mind, the Lieutenant-Governor has come to the conus: 
sion that our best chance of success lies in basing a new scheme on the indige- 


_nous schools already existing throughout the district of Bengal, and indeed 


Fe 


“Gnstruction that the people have hitherto sought and approved. All attempia sig 
1 
a 


disregarded. Any scheme involving the abolition of all existing village 


numbers, in Lower Bengal especially, is unquestionable. Mr. 
~ that in Bengal alone there are 30,000 village gooroos; and i 


to be found more or less in every part of India. He has fully considered every- S 
‘thing that can be said and that has been said to the disparagement of these. | 


primitive institutions. The poor appearance of the sheds used as school houses; 
the ignorance, obstinacy, and prejudice of the gooroos who preside over them; _ ‘cl 
the almost totel want of school books ; the very humble character of the instrue~ 
tion generally imparted ; and the poverty of the scholars, have not been ove! 
looked. But if we are to convey instruction of any kind to the lower orders,” 
we must not, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, affect to disregard. the kind of 



























made to reach the mere agriculturist, however praiseworthy, and by whatever 
amount of talent and energy supported, must fail wherever they are. not’ i 

unison with the habits and fotos of the people. The kind of instructi 
which the people naturally desire must not be forgotten, The aid. 
village schoolmasters must be invoked. The — of elevating 
improving both the schools and the race of schoolmasters should not be hast 


and the deprivation of all the schoolmasters, must create for itself obstacles 
that may be insurmountable, % 

5. The ground-work of the plan which the Lieutenant-Governor 
plates must, therefore, be the present indigenous schools. That ee 


who have been consulted at any time when the question of vernacular 
has been under consideration, ion the time of Mr. Adam downwards, 
they might differ as to the possibility of improvement, have had no do 
their existence, or as to their numbers. The Lieutenant-Governor 
roving only of a scheme which shall openly recognize the ¢ 


ity of these institutions, would set about this recognition in tl 
_ 6. Lists of every vi school in each zillah that may 


“the scene of operation should be prepared by the Education: 


communication with the district officers. _ Inspe 
Inspectors, should then proceed to make his selection 

may think most important and most capable of i 
he would naturally be guided partly by personal 









Mi jnspectin, ofiicer, * a igpeanltes* . , ; 

: -« 7. When the requisite number of schools shall haye been selected, th 
Inspector must endeavour to induce the gooroos, or the oroprietors and ‘eu 
porters of the school, who are often talookdars and siddinncen to submit A 

jodical inspection. To this end the Lieutenant-Governor would not propose 
that any pledge should be demanded from either schoolmasters or propelatois 
as to the repairs of the schoolhouse or the number of scholars; or that’ any 
weekly or month! returns or statements of any kind should be forwarded to 
the Inspectors. This officer, before admitting the school on his list, must. take 
@ to satisfy himself that there is a schoolhouse in existence, and that it has 
a fair daily attendance of scholars; also that the master is willing to receive the 
1 of Government. The erection and repairs of the schoolhouse bein 
left to the inhabitants, the teacher would be chiefly remunerated, as he is sie 
by the fees of the scholars. In this way the cost of the institution of the school 
and the ter part of the expense of its maintenance being still defrayed by 
é the people of the neighbourhood, the scheme, even when fully developed, need 
not be impracticable from its costliness. But in order to enlist the sympathies 
of the teacher, and to overcome his prejudices, as well as to raise the character 
_ of the institution, the following means are suggested. Books should be supplied 
' to the schools at a very low price. These books should contain, in a compact ae, 
form, all that has hitherto n taught at such places by dictation, namel a 
arithmetic, agricultural and commercial accounts, forms of agreements, qut- = 
tances of rents, bonds, &c., and even models of the complimentary or formal ; 
letters which inferiors constantly address to their superiors. The Lieutenant- 
Governor does not feel warranted in despising this last kind of instruction. 
because it is not conveyed to the son of an English peasant. It is sufficient for. 
'. our purposes that such instruction has been imparted in India for generations, 
The above course will enable any lad of ordinary intelligence to read and write 
correctly, and to see that he is not cheated in his accounts by the mahajun or ~ 
the agent of the zemindar. A book of this kind has been in use in some 
schools near Calcutta; and, as being in every way suited for the purpose, 
should be largely supplied to other similar schools. F 
’ 8. ‘On this rude and primative foundation, the Lieutenant-Governor would | 
-» build a structure of a better kind, taking great care, however, that the higher and 
better instruction offered should not be too much in advance of the requirements 
of the people. He would rigidly exclude all attempts at English instruction ; 
|. or at imparting to Bengal village boys information which can in their case serve” 
ar no purpose but to puzzle their heads with strange namesand foreign ideas. He 
|. *would restrict the improved course to the measurement of land, to some short 
Bengali Grammar of the simplest kind, and to the very first elements of geogra- 
ae hy and of Indian history. If the sons of ryots, in addition to the present 
~~ course of vill instruction, can be induced to read books of instruction and 
|. amusement (which must be for the most part written for the purpose), to write 
By vith neatness on leaves or paper, to measure their own lands correctly, and to 
ka Wa little about the existence of other countries and the history and condition. 
mm, with the prospects of a better education for their sons, a great de. 
lore beetietinde, ; ’ 
When the selection of certain’ schools has been made, and when it has ¥ 
ly announced that the course of instruction shall not be hastily . + 
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Sen 


= 














ed, and shall be supplied with the mechanical aids of which it has hitherto 
estitute, it will still necessary to secure the co-operation of the gooroo. . 
end the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that any compulsory examin- 
‘some gentlemen have recommended to be forced on such persona C 
efeat the object which we have in yiew. Itis useless to expect that os z 
e teachers would submit to any ordeal of the kind. All . ~~~ 
$1 erence, by judicious advice, and by holding out 


by Rs ate best men of the class to greater exertion, and 


»t an improved course of study. This it must be conceded, | 
a thie 1 chee But it sia ot seem an pabenyee : | 
‘a certain number of gooroos shall have been induced to ado ot 






taken that rewards are not given for mere musters of boys collected to 


. of teaching anything at all, he will find scholars. It is to the improvemy 


_ Lieutenant-Governor believes that the prospect of such a sum would sti 


* largely, fails to fulfil his promises, he will at once be struck off the Gover 


_ extension of vernacular education except the wants of the people. 
* * * * + * * 


_be unreasonable to expéct any teacher brought up at a normal school sat 


' ants-is for an English education as tending to employ and 


x 


_ of them are recommended the united © 


= Pies 





to force it upon ti D ‘employment, 
10. It is here of course Government mu 

in, and there can be no inducement so powerful asa payment ofa rewardin 
cash. He would take care that these rewards should be quite distinct from any 
sytem of grants-in-aid. They would be distributed within a fixed limit by the. 
Inspector on his being satisfied that the school had been well attended by clans | 
who had passed a fair examination in the subjects to which it is proposed in ‘4 
this letter to limit the education of the ryot. In this way the minute returns, ets Oy 
lengthy statements, and the constant supervision necessary in the system of 
nts-in-aid, and noticed as prejudicial by Dr. Mouat in his letter of the 3 


August 1859, would be quite unnecessary ; while, on the other hand, care 1 m5 44 
er to 
for 











































make a good show. Visits should take place only as often as is nec for 
a fair knowledge of what is going on. We know that when the inhabitants 
want a school, they will maintain one. If the son of an agriculturist wishes 
to learn anything at all, he will attend such a school, and if the gooroo is capable ¢ ie 

x) 
such schools when brought into existence by the voluntary act of the inhabitants 
that the State must look. The reward given to the gooroo need inno case _ 
exceed half the fees which he receives from his scholars,or say a sum of Rs. 80 — 
or Rs. 36 a year, and it often need not amount to so much. Taking the — 
average of a teacher’s earnings at five rupees a month, the sum spent in rewards 
to each schoolmaster would not on an average exceed Rs, 30 a year; and» the . 


all but the most apathetic and bigoted teachers. If any gooroo proves 
impervious to advice, encouragement, or the hope of reward, or haying promised 


list. “But if by advice, conciliatory treatment, books; and substantial 
éven a dozen schools were led to adopt a better and higher kind of. ins' 
in any one zillah, the latent energies of neighbouring schoolmasters would 
time be exerted ; and if a scheme so based should once gain a secure footin 
there might eventually, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, be no limit to 


19. It is not the intention of the Lieutenant-Governor to 9 
normal schools for teachers as part of this scheme, because he thinks: 
normal school, other than a provincial one for each district, would. ever s 
to the fullest extent requisite teachers for the lower class of schools. Tt» 
Caleutta or Hooghly to proéeed to teach scholars in the province of Cuttack 
the division of Dacca on such a moderate salary as must be assigned to on 
of schools in those localities. The teachers for each distriet must be 4 
in and by the district. mace 
* * * * * Wa aoe 

20. The experiment may be tried at any time in some of the 
districts of Lower Bengal when the money is available. — The 
Governor thinks that it will be wise to commence, not with the 
parts of the 24-Pergunnahs, Baraset, or Hooghly, where the ery 
any rate, not with the portions of those districts in the vicinity 
rather with more distant zillahs, almost equal in populati 
stantly brought into contact with the advantages of civili 

* * oe 


~ 22, The main featunésiofithe scheme now : 
the merits of simplicity, cheapness, and facility for 


men of different professions, European and 
all plans ; but whatever difficulties there are in 
are not more than can be surmounted by the known 
ness of those to whose hands its execution would 


. 
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COURTS AND SCHOOLS OF Assam. 


hk 
f RESOLUTION. 
FE ; GENERAL DEPARTMENT. 
f Epvcation. 
Calcutta, the 19th April 1873. 
Reap again— 


Letter No. 5045, dated 17th May, to the Commissioner of Assam, asking for a report 
on the language used in the courts of Assam, and inquiring why Assamese should 
not be substituted for Bengallee as the language of courts and schools in Assam, 

Reply from the Commissioner, forwarding a collection of opinions from district and sub- 
divisional officers of Assam, and from other gentlemen whom the Commissioner 
consulted, 

Resotvtion.—The Lieutenant-Governor observes that for many years 
there have beon differences of opinion on the question whether the Assamese 
language ought to be recognized as the court and school language of Assam, 
Mr. Moffat Mills, after completing a tour through Assam and questioning care- 
fully all the Government officers and people all over the country, wrote in 
1853 :—‘* The people complain, and in my opinion with much reason, of the 
substitution of Bengallee for the vernacular Assamese. Bengallee is the lan- 
guage of the courts, not of their popular books and Shasters, and there is a 
strong prejudice to its general use. It is because instruction is imparted to the 
youths in a foreign tongue that they look only to Government for employ. 
Assamese is described by Mr. Brown, the best scholar in the province, as a 
beautiful, simple lan differing in more respects from, than agreeing with, 
the Bengallee ; and I think we made a great mistake in directing that all 
business should be transacted in Bengallee, and that the Assamese must acquire 
it. It is too late now to retrace our steps, but I would strongly recommend 
Anundaram Phookun’s proposition to the favorable consideration of the 
Council of Education, viz. the substitution of the vernacular language in lieu 
of Bengallee, the publication of a series of popular works in the Assamese 
language, and the completion .of the course of vernacular education in 
Bengallee.” ‘The highly educated native of Assam, quoted by Mr. Mills, stated 
in appendix J to Mr. Mis’ report that “for more than ten years after the 
annexation of the province, the Assamese was the language of the courts. 
And he argued that Assamese was no nearer akin to Bengallee than Ooriah 
was, and that the people of Assam had as much claim to use their own verna- 

as had the people of Orissa. ° 
_, 2. Since Mr. Mills and Anundaram Phookun wrote in 1853, more or less 
agitation has gone on from'time to time for the recognition of Assamese as 
the language of the courts: the missionary and indigenous schools have con- 


tinued to teach Assamese ; one or more vernacular newspapers, calling them- 
~ Wives Assamese, have sprung up. The late Officiating Commissioner, Colonel 
» ton, formally recommended that Assamese should be made the language 
ofthe courts. Colonel Haughton’s recommendation was not approved by the 
nt of Bengal; but meanwhile all civil officers serving in Assam 

were compelled to in Assamese, just as Bengal officers have to pass in 

_ Bengallee, or North-Western Provinces officers in Hindustanee. Recently 


; 


oes ' uiffer ¥ , held in other parts of India 
Governor upon the subject; and he has himself he ees ps omnter ts 


that the vernacular of ought not to be elbowe 

favor Shaner dangers chiss ppens to be the vernacular of a neighbour- 
ing, more numerous and more educated people. The tendency of the Govern- 

of India and of the legislation of late years has been to permit the 
“a 1 province to be used in its.courts. The facts and memorials 
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E 7am PROPOSED SUBSTITUTION OF ASSAMESE FoR BENGALI IN THE. 


or 
from different parts of Assam have been presented to the Lieutenant- 






| 






of the Jast few years. ; i the ssamese ng 
- onlar of the people. Accordingly the Lieutenant-Governor : 
be called for upon the subject in the following words:—_ so aaa a 
« His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor bas recently had before him more than one peti- 
tion from Assam, praying that Assamese instead of Bengallee may be made the language | at 
vit 





the Government schools and the Government courts in Assam. Your opinion on this: 
Lieutenant-Governor gathers to be, that Bengallee and Assamese are 80 nearly Bg 
Bengallee may well be left as the language both of schools and courts. oi 

“But it would appear from Colonel Haugbton’s letter of the 28th November, and also 
from some of the correspondence quoted above, that Assamese is taught in the missi 
schools; that there are books and a dictionary published of the Assamese language ; and that 
there have been on and off from time to time expressions of feeling in different parts of Assam 
in favor of the adoption of Assamese as the language of the courts. Hs Se 

“The Lieutenant-Governor would now ask you to consider the matter fully with reference 
to the above considerations, and to send a copy of this letter to, and obtain from, each of the 
Deputy Commissioners of your division a report upon the language used in their courts, and 
regarding the propriety of substituting Assamese for Bengallee. The Licutenant-Goyernor 
would particularly wish to know for each district what language the peor speak when 
come to court ; what they speak at home in their own houses; and whether there do occur 
from time to time cases of practical difficulty or inconvenience from the use of Bengallee as 
‘the court Janguage. His Honor would also inquire what language is taught in the few indi 
nous schools there may be, and in the mission schools all over the division, and whether 
considerable proportion of the amlah of the Assam offices and courts are Assamese, He 
wishes not only to know whether the objections to the use of Bengallee are insuperable, but 
also what reason there is for using Bengallee among an Assamese people. Primd facie it would 
seem natural to use Assamese; and if we are to use Bengallee, it must not only be shown that 
the evils of that course are not intolerable, but also that there is strong reason for adopting 
an apparently surprising course,” 

3. A report has now been received from the Commissioner, together 
with reports from all the Deputy Commissioners and some of the more experi- 
enced sub-divisional officers in the valley districts of Assam, and also re 
from other officers whom the Commissioner consulted. Colonel Hopkinson is 
himself decidedly in favor of retaining Bengallee as the language of the courts 
and schools in Assam. He mentions that no reports are submitted from the 
hill districts, as neither Bengalee nor Assamese is spoken in those districts. — 

4, The Lieutenant-Governor has given his full consideration to the 
views of the Assam officers, and he is much indebted to them for the full and 
careful way in which they have handled this important matter. a 

The majority of the Deputy Commissioners and experienced Assistant 
Commissioners are, the Lieutenant-Governor finds, in favor of Assamese; and 
generally it may be observed that the Bengallees, and the officers who have been 
but a little time in the province, or do not understand its language, are — 
Assamese, while those who have had most practical experience are for it, 
excepting Mr. A. HE. Campbell. This latter officer is employed in the lowest 
part of the lowest district of Assam, and seems to have been formerly the 
advocate of Bengallee, the arguments for which he well puts, _ 

No amount of argument about derivative affinity can get over the fact 
clearly testified to, and nowhere really contradicted, that the people of 
Assam do not understand Bengallee, and that the petitions written in their 


name and the court proceedings are unintelligible to them; while the recent — 













agitation proves clearly that the great majority of the Assamese much wish to 
have their own language for educational and court purposes. = 

5. The only real difficulty in the way of parades Rese h 
vernacular of the province is the paucity of higher school b in the 
and that difficulty is greatly mitigated by the fact, so iiuch dwelt 
those who favor Bengallee, that a really literate person who knows 
two languages can soon master the other, For teaching the higher 
schools, therefore, when Assamese books cannot be got, we 
school books. Subject to this limitation, Assamese must 
Governor considers, be introduced into all the courts and 
districts of Assam. Bengallee words may be employe 
which there is no Assamese equivalent, and for wh 


be conveniently introduced ; but for the rest Assamese 
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1s the court and school lan of Assam. The recent ord 
ane have, it is Bbgatetood fers Major Lamb’s and Major Camribel's saree 
virtually made the use of Assamese compulsory in petitions and such like 
documents. 
6, In all primary schools Assamese will be taught t . 
lee ; also in all middle schools, and in the lower ‘and Be i pre # 
higher schools. When a class of twelve or more boys wish for it Bengallee 
may be separately taught them as a language. In the upper classes of higher 
schools every subject in which there is an Assamese book is to be taught in 
Assamese ; i a in which Assamese school books do not exist, can be taught 
either in Bengallee or in English. he Inspector of Schools, Assam Circle, will 
be at once instructed to make a careful and exact report upon the subject of 
Assam school books now available, and the best means of procuring them, 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
C. BERNARD, 
Of. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


aaaeaeaoaquwo=wwuuuuuqqueeeeeeeeeeeeeeS SSS 
THE CULTIVATION OF SORGHO, 


No. 91, dated Royal Botanic Gardens, the 4th April 1873. 
From—G, Henpenson, Esq., m.v., Offg. Superintendent, Botanical Gardens, Caloutta, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Wirxu reference to your letter No. 425 of 8rd February 1872, and enclosed 
correspondence regarding surghum succharatum, I have the honor to report 
that on a plot of ground in the garden measuring 1,680 square yards (or 80 
square yards more than one-third of an acre), two pounds weight of seed was 
sown on 17th July 1872, and that it yielded the following amount of green 
fodder according to the native overseer, Baboo Prosuno Coomar Sen, who recorded 
the result of the experiment :— 


Ibs. 
13th August eas ose 1,040 
14th ” a one 1,040 
Ast crop< 17th ai isi ~_ 1,600 
18th Py re oie 1,640 
80th September aa rr 480 
Total at 5,800 1st crop. 
19th October a oes 2,880 
and crop {3rd a. 


* 


Total sa 3,680 2nd crop. 





“Ora total amount of fodder of about 4 tons 4 cwt. exclusive of some left for 
‘seed, and this gives roughly 12 tons to the acre. I believe almost no manure 
was given, for, when I saw the crop on my arrival here in December, it looked 
a very poor one. I have now commenced another experiment with seed 
; produced in this garden, and expect to be able to give a more favourable report 
_ by and b 


ye. : f 
__ I find in the Journal of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society for 
Aen, vol, ILI, toe 1, new series, and page 81, a eee Te Ba 
oa, -by Mr. John Scott, Curator of this gar pant ere dle oe 


-Tepeatedly tried for many years in various parts ol i 
tise not yer Cetablished Tidelt is probably because it requires a very large 

quantity of manure as well as pice of water. Many years ago I made 
imen vit Lit . 










ts with it in the Punjab in every varicty of soil, and found that it 
















. successfully grown almost anywhere, and if well manured 
watered, it yielded a very large quantity of excellent fodder, considera 

I think than any other fodder plant with which I am acquainted, anc 
be cut five or six times during the summer. I also tried to extract § Ar 
the juice and made some fair samples which, as far as I recollect, had thi 
peculiarity that neither flies nor ants would touch it. ‘ ai Se 

On questioning the native gardeners here as to the quality of the fodder, 1 

‘was told that it is so injurious to cattle that no one would take it as a gift, 
and that cattle would hardly eat it. It appears that the crop grown here 
last summer was offered to the villagers a out, but they, seeing such fine 
fodder offered gratis, were naturally suspicious of it, and would have nothin 
to do with it. So the next batch was sent to the Commissariat, but the Com- 
missariat Sergeant learning that the villagers refused it, declined to let: 
experiments made on the Government cattle. _ I need not say that there 
no foundation whatever for this idea that the plant is injurious to cattle. I know 
as a fact that cattle are fond of it and thrive on it, and the bullocks in this 
garden are now eating it without any bad effects. I saw fields of the surghum 

am in Eastern Turkistan near the city of Yark and where it was 
growing to ten feet in height. 

My opinion of the plant is that it is one of the very best that can be grown 
for fodder where plenty of manure and water can be given. The crop is no 
doubt rather an exhausting one, and it would just be the thing to grow where 
sewage irrigation can be obtained, and in saline, as reh soils, if it could once 
be got to germinate after flooding or draining the land sufficiently. I believe 
it would take up the excess of saline matter faster than almost any other crop. 


eee 


RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE SANITARY COMMISSIONER 
FOR BENGAL FOR 1871. 


RESOLUTION. 
STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT, 


Calcutta, the 1ith April 1878. 
Rrap— : 


A letter No. 298, dated the 21st December 1872, from the Sanitary Commissioner for 
Bengal, forwarding his annual report for 1871, 


1. The Lieutenant-Governor remarks that as on the last occasion so this 
year the Sanitary Commissioner’s report was not received in the Bengal Office 
until the very end of the year succeeding that under review, and that the whole 
report for 1871 was not printed and furnished to Government until the end of 
March 1873. ‘80 serious a delay, which would vitiate the value of almost any 
report, has rendered a mere compilation like the present quite unprofitable for 
purposes of action, and the Lieutenant-Governor must express his dis- 
satisfaction at its recurrence. Eis Honor trusts that there will be no as 
regards the submission of the report for the past year, which should now be 
ready, and that it will be submitted, as has been promised, by the 15th April. — 

2. The Licutenant-Governor, moreover, cannot express his full gsi 
either of the form or method of the report.as it has now been submitted, Itisnot 
sufficient to present to Government, as Dr. Jackson has done, after the mé 
‘of his predecessors, “a simple compilation of materials supplied to the Sani 
Commussioner’s office by the Civil Surgeons of the province.” The 
Governor expects from the Sanitary Commissiuner something very | 
complete than this. The Sanitary Commissioner, without,re-p 
necessarily abstracting the local reports, except where they w, 
interest to bring before the special consideration of Gov 
in his general report, condense and review the sanitary © 










pro 











+ Mortality over 10 per 1,000. 









Limiek 8 can aa eC 


"s whole, snd Bring any remarkable Yate ta'ehs saute 2 
Fe lansing Baansbns dope hes Mebaee @ faets in the sanitary 
year into prominent notice. A report which was so very sauitiats ondais 
¢ under review might also have brought down the history of a recent and 
ble pestilenve like the Burdwan fever to some later date than the 80th 
Yecember 1871, The Sanitary Commissioner should be the adviser and counsellor 
of Government in all matters relating to the general public health. His report — 
ld place the Government in possession of all known facts, and of his views 

joints of sanitary importance. For instance, the report now due should certain! 
jscuss the question whether the poorer people of the Burdwan fever tract are 
more under-fed ares ang in Eastern Bengal or Behar. : 

8. It is of special consequence that the Sanitary Commissi 
accept his full responsibility in Bengal, where the statistics of pa pier 
tration are still in their infancy, and are in many respects quite untrustworthy. 
His Honor observes, indeed, that Dr. Jackson does say that, in spite of the 
untrustworthiness of his figures, his report contains a very fair notice of the 
relative provalence of the diseases to which the mortality of the year has been 
due. ‘This may be the case; but without a fuller explanation Mr. Campbell 
cannot be assured that accuracy has been secured even in this respect. He 
would wish that the Sanitary Commissioner had gone more carefully into the 

nestion. Dr. Jackson has nowhere in his report summarized his own expe- 
Pinoes and opinion as to the sanitary condition of Bengal, or of any part of 
Bengal, during the year under review. 

4. Dr. Jackson has worked out thoroughly and shown once for all the 
extremely untrustworthy nature of the statistics with which he has been 
furnished, and with which we are at present obliged to deal. His Honor 
recognizes and concedes the exceptional difficulties which beset the Sanitary 
Commissioner for Bengal. His returns are incomplete from every district, 
and absolutely untrustworthy, and it is only by persevering efforts that they 
can be improved. In 1871 the mortality in Bengal, with a population of 66 
millions, is registered at 260,381, which is only a proportion of fourin a | 
thousand; in the Punjab, with a population of 17} millions, the deaths 
recorded are 868,378, giving a death-rate of 21 per thousand; in the North- 
Western Provinces, where the population is about 30 millions, the deaths are 
578,650, and the death-rate 19°5 per thousand; in England the average death- 
rate is 22°4 per thousand. 

5. In the following table, which the Lieutenant-Governor has taken 
from the Sanitary Commissioner’s report, the districts of Bengal are arranged 
in order as to efficiency in mortuary registration in 1871 :— 









From 6 to 10 per 1,000, From 8 to 6 per 1,000. | Under 8 per 1,000. 


























98 Bha re ws | «49 | 82 | Furreedpore wn 

$ 86 2 H one ie 46 | 33 | Patna ww | 26 
7 82 | 293 | Moorshedabad ...| £8] 34 | Julpigoree 6 
8 79 | 24 | Maldah | #2 | 85 | Pabna 25 
9 7°8 | 25 | Manbhoom 89 | 86 | Shahabad 24 
10 7S | 26 | \ooree 3°6 | 87 | Midna) o4 
il 74 | 97 | Nuddea 3°6 | 38 | Backergunj 29 
13° 73 | 98 | Sarun 3'6 | 89 | Tipperah 21 
13 7 | 29 | Chumparun 81 | 40 | Dacea o1 
at 69 | 30 | Dinagepore 31 | 41 | Movgbyr 10 
16 69 | 81 | Balasore 81 | 42 | Sylhet 18 
16 oa 43 | Kungpore 17 
7 61 44 | Cachar 16 
18 67 Parneah 16 
19 67 Mymensing 

20 63 





: could e the worthlessness of the returns more clearly 
displayed in this statement. ‘The figures for the district of 
ne a death-rate of 1 per 1,000, would be ridiculously, 
orably, wrong. Dr. Jackson also remarks that in 
al an nse was raging, it is probable that nob more 
can bave been reported. 








iw 


“q special defect in all districts in the registration of female and of 


‘mortality. It is in infant mortality that the greatest deficiency appears In 
“England the deaths of persons under five years of age form 41+1 per cent, of 
the total mortality ; in Bengal they form only 15°8 percent. It may be possible 
that infant mortality may not be so great in India as it is among the poorer 










Q es Dae eo. ei 


ee 


=, he 


6. Dr. Jackeon’ 


er 


isahow by an interesting analysis that 


ae 


classes of the great cities of Western countries; but the disproportion cannot 


approach to what it amounts to in these returns, and His Honor is glad to 
see that Dr. Jackson’s attention has been specially drawn to the question, 
The careful system of registration which Government is now, under the sanction 
of the Legislature, beginning in small manageable areas will no doubt throw 
light upon this inquiry. —- 

7. His Honor has already suececded in effecting, since the close of 1871, 
a tentative reform in the system under which mortuary and vital statistics are 
acquired in these provinces. He has frecly confessed that the acquisition of 


~ accurate statistics is at present impossible over the enormous areas which 


compose our districts, with their vast populations and uneducated agencies ; and, 
while not relinquishing the attempt to do what he can towards a complete 
registration, he has resolved in the meantime to perfect the system ona smaller 
scale over certain experimental selected areas, both urban and rural, in ev 
district. Arrangements haye been made for the collection of sanitary statistics 
from these selected localities from the 1st January last ; the general returns of 
the district being also obtained in, it is hoped, an improved state, His Honor 
is now awaiting a report from the Sanitary Commissioner upon the success or 
otherwise of their endeavours during tlie first quarter of the present year. 

8. Very recently also the Lieutenant-Governor has accepted a pro- 
posal which he anticipates will produce the most favourable results in 
ensuring an improved system of general registration. He has sanctioned 
the recommend:tion which has repeatedly been urged upon Government 


» by successive Sanitary Commissioners and by district officers for allowing 


a sanitary clerk to all Civil Surgeons in connection with the collection 


- of sanitary statistics, which in these provinces, as elsewhere, is a duty 


imposed upon the medical officer. Mr. Campbell trusts that the Sanitary 
Commissioner and the medical officers will be able to make the most of the 
establishments which will shortly be placed at their disposal. 

9. His Honor believes that all officers are now fully aware of the great 
importance that he attaches to the correct registration of these statistics, and 
he has only to acknowledge the cordial co-operation that he has alread, 
received from the Commissioners and Magistrates, and the readiness 
which they have responded to his call on numerous occasions. 

a The Lieutenant-Goyernor directs the distribution of this report 
as usual. 

Oxper.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Sanitary Commissioner for information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. J. 8. COTTON, 


Offy. Asst. Seoy. to the Govt. of Benga, 
ts ise 















ot 


be yates ‘4 Ria iat ; ; : a 

' OPERATIONS OF THE SEVERAL ROAD CESS COMMITTEE "DURING iG. | 

} gap “THE QUARTER ENDING 3ist DECEMBER 1672, 
No. 2090, tig? ‘ i 


_ Betract from the Proceedings of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of 
t Bengal in the Public Works Department, (Accounts) 
under date the 15th April 1878. 





Read again Proceedings of this Department, No. 924 of the 15th Febru 1873 “Si 
having reference to the Receipts and Expenditure of the Distri : 2 
(ae Unie Year 1072. p penditure of the District Road Fund for ie 


Read also \etter No. 2929, dated the 28th March 1578, from the Controller of i 
Works Accounts in Bengal, submitting abstracts of the Receipts a Hewiies 


of sepa eel = ands for the quarter ending December 1872, and a 
also a Statement shewing what portion of th di » thr ce] 
So ae g Pp of the expenditure was made through 3g 
ty ¢ ° .] 

Remarks.—The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to see that the whole NM 

ot the receipts and expenditure to the end of December last, the first quarter ‘a 
of the current cess year, has been brought to account, although the preparation | 
of these statements has been delayed for the accounts of the Nuddea District; * 
received only on the 2nd instant. | 


2. His Honor regrets however, to find that the services of Officers of the 4 
‘Public Works Department are not more utilized by the different Magistrates and | 
Collectors than they are. It is seen from Statement B. that out of an expen- a 
diture of Rs. 1,90,744 only Ks. 62,214 or 32°61 per cent has taken place | 
through Public Works Officers; and also that the payments on account of 
establishment, other than Public Works, amounts to Rs. 14,825. 


8. The Lieutenant-Governor requests that the services of the Public 
Works Establishment may be utilized as far as practicable. 


Oxpers.—That a copy of these proceedings, with a copy of the abstract 
of receipts and expenditure, as well as the Statement B., be published in the 
supplement to the Calewtta Gazette. 


That a copy of the above as well as of the Statements referred to, be for- 
warded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department, 
Financial Branch, for information. Also that copies be forwarded to all Com- | 
missioners, to all Superintending Engineers, to the Accountant-General, "| 
Bengal, and to the Controller of Public Works Accounts, Bengal, for informa- 
tion and guidance. G 34 
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Ravervr uxper Detect Roap Cxss Act ov 1871, Road Cosa 
Namas oy DisrRicts. a SS ___ ee ieviible other. 
Balance on Ist . wise than 
October 1872. 6 a Coss on rer ae 
ess OU mines A istrict 
lands, “Spi and | Fines. Total. Cess Act, 
railways. 
Rs. As. P, Rs. As, P| Rs. As. P| Re. As PP} Rs, As, P Re. As. 
wan® a | 28,023 18 10) 4 8 61 
Recneth «| 17,830 4 6) 1lé 0 0 ‘ios H sth 
Beerbboom on | Soe ee wee | 2197 Dh. “BO 0 
re ... | $1,664 14 11 10 14 9} 1,181 0 655 9 
6 Hooghly with Howrah®) 42,317 12 11 0 mt 7 4} 2.780 4 Ol 8 19 
«| 84711 12 1,908) 4 9 
ener? 4 | Cie 7 8 qe oa 
Jessore® | 21,486 8 8 0 0| 693 3 0) 1)89 10 
Moorshedabad® ow | 10,118 2 11 0 0 1920 OF 2719 0 
10 Dinsgepore we] 14,881 6 1 830 0 0} 8784 0 
Maldah a ee En | ae 164 0 oO} 1,993 4 
i e 6,328 12 646 B} 
pines wiz 10 8 i laevis. 00 8 0 tbs 
Sageh 9.580 10 0} ats 0 0 ¢ 672 8 
16 Pubva * 9,460 0 0) make RAR saab 612 8 
Darjecli 49,832 0 9 estas antes 120 0 
Palncwerte POISG 18) FP aie eacs fl cisac, I, scones covooe oennte 1 6 
Dacca® a“ 14,45 12 6 0 no 0 O ote ants 1 
Furreedpore® ae 3,332 16 6} 0 83 410 este 183 0 
20 Backergunge a 4000:19:° 6 saves. || acs 4 ee eS Be vod 181 0 
M i 9.200 7 2 As $ # 9 
Bylhet ~ | 11,056 8 9 5 eke tans cape 
Cachar «| $3,208 7 4 mere laa paves _ 48 
Chittagong S7h013:10 ee eee G aa oaaet Bal 4 
26 Noakhally «| 8671 11 11 a Giveer 003 12 
8 0} 900° ae Cen fo 2604 
4 anteee aeeeee das Ae 
a xt 208 5 = : suits 
90 Shahabad 19,150 2 6} =F 08 ites 2,106 
Tirhoot «| 64,497 11 8 a 52 24,961 2 
Saran | 16,786 0 1 19 0} sso ee 
or ae «| 878610 6 ape Sak See 
«| 16,044 1 0 234 0 $10 0} 1,841 10 8 
36 Bhuugulpore® «| 47,166 7 8 ; 18 0 0 isd eertas i 305 ¥ 
Purneah «| 17,270 6 0 Bliss sbivene 90 8) 
Sonthal Pergunnabs .., LY 6 , is sf wath K Gara ks snes 
Curtack® «| 16,675 0 6 ied vi seneee ; 
Foores® | 10,083 6 8) seh pease tenes ay 
40 Balasore® | 10,262 7 6) } 1,860 4 2 see tenbee f 
H ne | 9,89 0 PS, Sy as 
Loberduges =| ape 6 Of on 03 ee ee 
Singbhoom | 16073 9 Ie wis as nee 18 
Maunbboom «| 1927310 8 ee 0 pike 3 
45 Goalpara | 716816 6) sits sa ayn 
Kamroop ~ | 18916 1 7 now 4 
Darrang =| $088.10 8 anes Wis! tiie) 
Beebeaugor %) 6596 9 7) is ~ a 
§0'Zockiopore m1 10,769 0 Wh isis che ait ae 
Nage Hills on 2,000 : 
Khasiaud Jyoteab Bills| 8712 15 rcs ae EF Rap 
$3 Garo Hills w | 20,007 7 ON eee 





Total | 9,25,324 9 9) 1,956.16 6 un. | sane | 8,080 @ 


Dated, 31st March 1873. 
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o 6 0 1078 8 3 : 2 61H 19 
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6 Oo 5AM! 111) A231 2 ga008 0 
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1B 9 | 2051 13 9) 23598 1 5! 178910 
0 © OG 4484 8 0) 140081011 5998 8 
Oo 9340 8 OM 18137 Lb 7) 8187 6 
4 40) 8110 0 oriE 2 
12 0 0 6 12123 6 6 B73 3 
9 6 9 6 212t 3 #1187 1 
8 @ 8 0, Wid 2 0 110 0 
8 oO 80) 002 BO 4,381 Lb 
Ag 120 0 0 a 4 6 51,003 5 2) aya 0 
' 1 6.0 6 0) 20,708 2 7 saxo 15 
: 2,768 1 3) " G8) is%st 20 yao B 
pie 168 0 0 ae 0, 210 Btu t2 4 “9097 18 
f WBE 0 OP eae 0 0, BNS12 38 Bae te 
d 1,162 0 3 cents item seus a 0 3 19871 7 6 753 8 15 
" tavase ae moog OO 1,00b BD 850 10 uw 
418 12 0 01011 d 6215 9 6 8 ATION 0 6408 6 8 
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ean 100 8 isa gf O° |) sao ar 5) 18172 1131] Baz 8 a 
a aes 1°36 : i 2 4 10g & 8 ‘49 8 Bl 10,745 0. 
mite bia sin = 1430 11 8 12,689 8 2) 8,404 10 82h 8 
97210 10 10,202 10 81,801 12 8,810 13 
As Row ie 93310 0 29.070 0 0) gy48 16 4] 27,081 0 
: 2 15.072 2 7] 6919 8860 1 
Mb O 0) 19427 10 8} 6,836 1b 13,500 12 
1,072 14 0} 8228.13 6] 1,816 11 6911 1 
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F, R. BOYCE, 


Controller of Public Works Accounts, Bengal, 


















Pastens: cbaine the cigealig cpanel the Dietrick Goad Comdeliia W 
Officers on the District Works during the \st quarter of the Cess Year 1872-73, 
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iy i - Othicors, Committeo, 
Ts, As. I. ts. As. PB. 
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3] 968015 9, 821212 0 101 2 6) B19 14 6 sian 
0 veivcce | 4808 8 0 248 4 0| BIL 1o 9 
7| 818714 0) 44a 3 7 697 19 6 | 6168 1 2 ' e 
6} 21,103.18 2 | 21,196 3 8 550 9 8 | 91,685 611] oy. yuey Pe: 
0} 467112 9 vol oO 1065 0 0) 626111 9 i ae 
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8 - | 9516 0 8 20212 0| 2718 2 38 is 
9 | 1th 10 9 sea 1 G6! «(146312 8 { 
6 Oo 132 1 6 165 0 0; 1187 1 6 
| 5 wihvivsss dnvaetiet No eapeidtdy on 4 
works H *4 
0 0 810 0 0} 188114 0 ph ie ‘ 
6 6 456 8 ©} 12,092 9 6 - mE ay ee 
3 3 213 0 0) 808615 3 ig 
7 7 446-8 «0} 11,702 4 7 A 
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0 ) 00 680 0 os 
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166 9 0) 0 2010 0 108 8 0 > a 
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0 100 0 0 8 ll 5 6 f22 11 6 $a 
9 Knees | ; 60 0 0 ah 4 < i : 
. 4,383.15 4 408 1 7 " ra) 
9 Tor 40 9 865 0 0) 2508 15 0 % 
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0) 180014 0 17%5'3 0) 1976 10 A i 
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| ohh 9 0 21146 3 930 7 8 Reis 
6 5011 Oo #2 00) 618711 9 ‘ ‘ 
| ai '3 8] eit $] agit ous 
1810 0 OL 8 6 i 
0 63 0 0 me a 453 0 0 : 
1.805 6 10 oo 0 0} 1,925 610 
| 591610 6 25 6 4) 6212 ee poe AN 
4450 8B 3031 0+ «(4,852 9 
. 1,030 6 10 983 1 8 fay A ett 
“ ast 30 0 ,| O} = 
o DD GS Oe ceca 0 
oo 6| 2593 2 6 120 0 0 26 
oo os , 9) 451015 9 6l 2 8 26 
«| 1,90014 8] 2316 6 6! 4716 38 9 368 210 67 
Kheal and.Jyutesh Mille S| 6683011 ioe6 oO Bt Ea ere g |: “eas 
Garo Hills“... mn 18 4 0 eran 138 400 0 
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FB. R. BOYCE, « 
Controller of Public Works Ae 





Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops, 





sletement showing Rainfall, Weather, State and Prospects of the Crops i oe 
5 of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week en ding uae fhe poe Districts 











Character of the w 
in the district as farce” | State and prospects of the 
known, crops at date, Remane, 







+». /Summer ss thriving ;|Fover still pre- 
tnore rain wanted; gre valent’ | sone 





small-pox, 





ket 
Very hot almostThe rain eu? do much 
throughout the week.| good to the standi 
Cool and cloudy} cro — cotton, khasla, 
ca — pore on and indian. It will also} 
; ex-+/ help on t tio: 
pected. of th nd Se oceans 











Beerbhoom Ps 


shat 






the/The prospects of such crops 
as there are at this sea- 
when a good shower] son are fair, and the rain 
of rain fell. will benefit them, especi- 
ally indigo. 

Clear throughout; very Not sufficient rain for| 
hot wind south ploughing the land for| 
and west. Slight) rice crop. Vegetable 
showers of rain on) crops have been saved 
the night ofthe 18th.) to a great extent by the 
Heavy showers on rain. 
the morning of the 
19th. 


and extremely|Some paddy has been sown 
DF a wind snthentg me ay in low lands 
in Sankrail and Bally. 
Rain very much wanted.) - 





Burpwar Drvrstox. 
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‘Weather exceedingly|No s. Rain much/Mele 
warm and sultry, on| wanted. for cultivation,| und E 
the 19th it assumed) and tanks drying rapidly.) § 
astormy appearance, : 
partial fall of rein 
of rain 
which considerably 
the temper: 
ature. 


Wye hot throughout)Rain was vi urgently’ 
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week, A storm| required in the district. | outbreak of 
came on the night ae Ph 
of the 18th, it lasted ous than usual, 





throughout the 
night, and some rain 
coe fallen: ot during|Agricnitural operations al- 
the te with eat most entirely suspended 
ding, deocy clouds at} for want of rain, 
night aod on 
; . Win 

anes. W 9 

A storm on the night 

of the 18th, with 

thunder and light- 

ning and a few drops 

of rain, and som 

more have fallen to- 
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(Contd.) 
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18 \Rungpore 


PRESS SG 
Rassnanre Drviston. 
" , F dk 


15 |Pubna 


Darjeeling 


Julpigoree 


Cooch Behar 


Eastern Districts. 








ee 18 (Dacca . ” 
} _ | 19 |Burreedpore 
ie i} 
be 
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3 ~“ 
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20 Backergunge 





12 |Rajshahye is 


14 |Bograh on 


1873. 
April 19th | 0°036 
” 19th Nil. 
» 19th | Nil. 
» Ith | Nil. 
» 19th} Nil 
» 19th | Nil. 
» 19th | 1°26 
» 19th | Nil 
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ery hot during the/The cold ged 
week, but without) have all been Eps. 
hot winds. Rain) wheat, barl 
fell on the olan ag Yield. go er) 
of the 19th, of 
more is expected. is 
Teepeenee rather sowings. p> che 
Vo aallanies A fall of rain would dolA deal of 
tien, storms ig, good for ploughing, places, 
about, but none have 
come here yet, 
Hot and ql Pie oto dha S5-noh Stir Ses 
strong wester ing v 
windes ti ; the last two waited 4 ce 





district. 


a are being Ploghed 
or paddy Pesan 
ered tate are. ‘tours 

ing; 
Peso of distriet i is 
on account 0} 
— heat; rain is! 
much wanted, 
‘Hot and windy. ute has been sown, more 
ly h Reppin ap nired for hla ner 
ntensely hot, not a is my req' ; 
drop of of main, loughing and early sow- 
ings of rice, 
Hot and clear till the/The rain has been benefi- 
18th, when cial for cultivation o! 
was heavy rain and) aus and amun ; 
much wind; or melon, pene ; 


th: 
ans hate 


days of the week 
rather cloudy. 
5 winds all the 
week. Friday and 
Saturday cloudy, and 
the wind BA er 
stropg at night and 
Bed 
ing. 








early morn- 






























North-easterly Jute sane, has 

wind blows steadily; menced 

from about 10 p.m. 

. 3 PM. — a 
es a an 

days ys tm ho 

and close. 







th, cloudy i 
rob og 
rain over 

ly, dry and hot 
eather At 

| cloudy on Frida; 
evening 






orth-west, 


A little 
» 22nd — [Fair and hot 


the 19th. 






© Telegram of the Bind April received 




















+.|April19th| Nil. |The weather has been'The continued want of rain|Chol 


and hot. No 
rain reported from 


...|April 12th | 1:06 Occasional ae 1 ee ee 
storms still keep! ho re 
the weather cool. ona erie rodiry 


‘ ‘ Prospects 
v{ oo» 12th | O-d4 "ita rai warm; /Tea promising very well... 
of 11th, 


rain at night 

12th | A. few |Hot and dry. Latter! 
drops. | a high wae bees 
blowing during the 





ain much wanted, Dry Cholera, 
from drought. 


Moong, and chillies pro- 
r. Hig gressing favourably.” 
..| » 29th | Nil. bye cong hot dur-Much of the teel and chill 

ing the week. A! crops on the parc { 
slight storm from) hayo been injured by 
north-west on the} the long drought, but| 
night of the 18th.) the rain of the 19th will 
anda heavy one with) henefit. the crops, and is 
some rain in the) 9 great boon to the dis- 
morning of the 19th) trict at large. 


instan 
12th | Nil. (Strong wind daily,’ burnin: 
¥ doaly at times thet fonens” 8 
Afternoon hot and 


| o 12th | Nil. | Weather partly cloud 
aie 

















dry. 

w.{ 9 12th | 0°03 Generally, warm and\No crops on the ground,|“holera 
y, with occa- 
sional clouds accom- 
ee by high winds 
mthe south. A 
storm and a_ little 
rain on Thursday 

evening. 









oo} 22nd*) Nil. 


ool for the time o 
the year; direction 
of wind very 

ontv'e 4 eable. * 

«| » 19th ale ae Hot igri id crops on the 





weather crops suffering prevalent 


for the most part) js doing scrious damage! 2?pesred in 
to the prospects of the| want of rein is 
any part of the °P* tad fet on 
lictwick the 


‘Weather seasonable'No crops on the ground Sall-por | aud 
though wonderfully] cone mangoes, which; racer orn 


promise well. twidoute, 


os 7. i 
a rain 
on the 
ning of 
the 18th. 
d 299 snes fees seen gece 6 

















W -with west wind/There is very little change 
7 in this fst e rubee 
harvest is entirely over, 
and the outturn is anti- 
cipated to be below the 
i avorage. . 
Hot, with west winds |Indigo and cheona doing 
; wall Sugarcane is be- 
ing planted. Fields are 
being prepared for bha- 
doi crops. 
e rubee s have all 
bees eut an harvested. 
Fie are being x 
pared for the bhadoi' 


crops. 





of F gud Api received on the samo day. 
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.. {April 19th | Nil. 


° ; { 34 |Monghyr ea. 


86 |Bhaugulpore | » 22nd* 
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Bravovtrore Drvs. 


86 ies 
87 |Sonthal Pergunnahs... 
ORISSA. 
x _£ 38 ttack 
ae 
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E 39 |Pooree ‘ 
3 40 |Balasore ” 
CHOTA NAGPORE, 
South-West Frontier 
Agency. 
41 |Hazareebaugh 
42 |Lohard 
“a renee 
44 |Maunbhoom 


ASSAM anp ADJACENT 
‘ HILLS, 


45 \Goalparah on 


46 |Kamroop * 


47 |Durrung ee 


48 |Nowgong = 
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Weather cloudy; rain|Little 


evidently fell on the! 
istrict, 
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The 22nd April 1873. Offy. Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 












he weather has been 
sting er warm ry 
nd pot fair and 
une loudy wit 
ae light showee 
of rain attended with 
PA con a ds 
nent showgrs of No crops above the ground Seneral health of 
se throughout the’ yet. e Weather Seren dle) ety, 
week with intervals ingly favourable for all é 
of bright sun. tea o ae 
Clear and fine, but is The hill 
getting hot and 
muggy in the plains. 


Aus dhan being sown, 




























difin and dic, oy, 

getting their new jooms| 

ready to sow with dhén, 

The weather has been The potato et Eo has’ 

fair with slight! commenced, and the} 

— of rain at is now ready for the early’ 
rice sowings. 


62 |Khasi and Jynteuh) ,, 12th | 0°92 
Hills. 








63 |Garo Hills of » 12th] 1:24 
be weatho hot au 
ring the week. There 
has been some heavy 
rain, and sharp)! ing of the esdived ‘sl 
thunder-storms damaged the clearances. 
oe ovearing) ‘The sowing season is now 

e night. commencing. The burn- 

ing of the jooms not en- 
tirely finished yet. 






Published for general information. 
CaLcurra H. J. 8. Corton, 
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CHOTA NAGPORE. 
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Fuontien AGENCY. 






_.. Not recs 80th Mar, to Sth April, 
Ditto ditto. 


. Canouria, ee : H. F. Branroxp, 
The 19th dprit 1878. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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i | Date, | Hour. | rodured te tpduced tp ; ity Sat 
82", sen-love: =100 
5 Dry Wer 
a = 
April * ; 
sth | 10 | 29°78 | 9-006 910! ayn) 75 8 by W = x 
(| "| a | soos | Seam | Mos} feo, oy | 8 ale ee 
| 14th 10 20°728 2e°740 noe B34 w 8 as pe 
16 29°507 29°615 had 857 59 ssw ou pice fie 
lth | 10 20724 | 99 742 00%) gx4 73 8 by W a 
2 16 | 29°595 | 99-618 997| " gaz) 48 W by 8 is K, 
16th 10 29787 29205 885) _ gir 72 8 yy WwW we K 
16 | ona72 | op G90 97°8 fo4, 49 x! 
wth | 1 20815 | onRas 90°2| gag, #1 wsw ee 
co 16 | goth | 99712 987! gon) 43 SSW = 
f isth | lv 2n8it 29°R50 89°7 aon, 70 8s WwW ee UK : 
| h| gi] ea | sel sel e) fe | > | ae 
+ 19th 20. 900 if 720 as 0'20 bays r 
ye 16 | 29794 pele 874) E068 8 et ~. | Ck 
> 
13th 10 2900 0-705 87 81 6 sw 43 4 OK rs 
16 | spa20 | Spas 86 82 &3 8 iro} “SIN ie 
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: 18 | 99°037 | opess 86 82 83 8 PC i ewes PB 
16th 10 2747 297 RO 82 73 ssw 105 4 N 
16 | 29630 | 99.636 88 83 80 SSE iva) 1 N 
a 16th tu 20°806 QnRt2 87. 80 72 s 88 iy N 
re 16 | a9714 | 99-720 88°! 80 69 8 wo} ™ |N 
Bf} wth | 12 | ops | ooedt 88 70 ssw oe; “UN 
a 16 | 99753 | oozso | 86 | #1 | 79 s 152] “ |N- 
1sth | 10 | 99365 | oa7t | 88 | go | 70 | SSW ua| ™ |N 
16 | 99-782 | onze | 86 |» a | 7 | . Se] yes] iy IN 
; wth | 10 | 29°55 | ooos1 | 86 | 95 | oo | “ENE een ket 
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\ Isth | 10 | op715 200 | 88 oo 8 104} Ee 
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Ee 4 ath | 10 | ger54 | onnds 88 7 58 rs so| “ 1k 
‘ 16 29 620 crpaal 80 R0 oo sw 175 Sane ieee 
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f 18 | 29-007 20°98 90 79 50 Sw ie BOF} meets 
Sg] lech | 10 | on778 | op-ano 91 70 so. | WSW 64) Sd 
Ee 16 | 9601 | op-7 8 | g | oo | WSW ue) Sst 
- q) 17th 10 29°808 29-800 91 73 53 sw 43 ot kK 
16 | s9'729 | o9-a20 88 7: 02 Ww 95). ven 
i 1th | 10 | oo861 | op-on2 ol 9 5a 5 79) %|® 
| 16 29768 | owas 59 80 wo Ww FFB Nes a 
' loth | 10 | oppor | oogoe #1 81 03 sw oo] 2 es 
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} 12h | 10 2971 “21 88 9 65 
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|| 38 ag-028 | 39-700 Blu] 63 
< F 2 
Yah | 30 | 2 29/598 19° sl at 
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e Meteorological Observations taken at the Survey 
Caloutta, from 16th to 2ist April 1873, 
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Miles. 
220-1 + | Souds, clear and cumuli, 
8l'9 |1428 | 876 | 806 | 764) -7o|BSWES| ... |2007) .. |... Cirrocumuli and clear. 7 
800 |1440 | 876 | 801| 756] 08) SW&S (13 |2003 | ... | ... | Chiefly clea, ae 
A ith | 787 | 943 | 7765/1480 | s50| 708) 755] vo) SSWAS |39 |2593 | ... | ... \Chiefly cirrocumuli, Brisk 
| wind from 11 am, to 
| i pm. Ligh at 
10 and 11 Pm, 
xled at 10 Pia, 


77 :|1162 | 704 | 769 | 717! “78 SE&SS W929 | a904 





ll pM, Thonder at 
6} and 74 a.m, Slight 
rain from 6} to 9 a.m. 


Stratoni and overcast. 
Thunder and rain from 
11 am. to 4 pat, 


. | Overcast, cumuli and 
clear. Thunder at 8 ey. 
am. Lighting at 2and Ko 
Saat. Slight rain from = 
2 to 6 and at 8 a.m. 


Oo; 0 fo) 
1463 | 88:0 81°4/ 774] o72| BSW 


goth | “ess | 840} 780 /11398] 771] 735 | 71:0] a9 | SSE&var. |08 |1958 


21st 788 | 86° | 71°0 |1820 | 772 | 731 | 702) 80) NE &var, <m 








r The mean barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are derived from 
' the pa hope hourly observations made during the day. 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of. the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity, The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 

‘ground, The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon . noon, 


The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days we «= 287 
The mux, temperature during the past seven days ww = 997” 
The max. temperature during the corresponding period of the past year ve 1000 ca 
The mean humidity during the past seven days we 075 ye 
The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year me bing 
, by lower rain gau we «87 
The total fall of rain from 15th to 21st... {wy aus cas ; ee, 1:20 
Ditto ditto ditto average of nineteen previous years .., 0°66 
Ditto ditto between the lat January and the 2lst April ; vee «BB 
Ditto ditto —_ ditto ditto, average of nineteen previous years... 4°26 
? GoresnauTH Sen, 
poe ae In charge of the Observatory. 
The 22nd April 1878. 
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the month of March 1873. 
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Datwa Rice 
IRRIGATION, 


Rupsee Season 1872, commencine on THE Ist December 1872. 
Irrigation Operations of Lower Bengal 


419°37 


675 


SuPrpLy OF wATER 
In THE CANALs, 


« | High Level, 




















Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 29th March 1873, on 1564 miles open 








’ 5 , 
i) 
z lle 
ay Coacnina Tarrio, MERCHANDISE AND MinnRaL ‘TRAYPIO, 





r t% ; , EASTERN BENGAL RAILWay. 
e 


i, * a a a 
Ke pansengars, Conching receipts, | Weight carried, Receipts, ree ase 


Ra, A.P, £ ad, Mads, Srs, Ra, ALP. | 


f £44, £ad, 
| ‘Total trafic for the wook wr 80,384 21.978 15 0) 1,050 11 5 | 1,28,008 34 785 12 10 
© Or per milo of railway mang wus M4 is 411 at} y $ — H H 
eg gg of half-year 307,303 $23,752 6 6| 29,585 12 6 1,504,518 148 | 3,58,090 7-0 | 30,0010 6| oot? § ; 





* -motal for 13 weeks”... | 427,080 | 344,081 4 6 | 81,886 8.11 a,nQ086 18 8,686,875 310 / 93,630 4 6) ost § 6 
_ 








ComPARIBOR, ———— ——_ —__ 
- for corresponding week of 
ms 1 Ai se ane 270610 6) 129,908 18 19,707 0 4 6806 9 7) 4518 0 1 
‘wook of previous year =. 760 831 0 12514 9 nw 9 816 9 











25,583 6 7 1,784,613 80 | 8,84,008 18 1 26,000 16 8) 57,484 210 | 





NALHATI STATE RAILWAy. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 5th April 1873, on 273 miles open. 


WOME ne cove 


© Bre of ra mp Pa haat! | 






























, ainleet oh | 
Toshi See socremponding week: Ot pre- | 

os mia ema a | accete aid 
f Total to Previous Site of pre: a pene Sas 

Vous yore eee % sists rer a ; f 
J 
s . EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 
I . ; 
: Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended bth April 1873, on 1,280 miles open. 
\ +o 
F Rs. A. P. & oa.) MdsSrs.) Be AP. ea 4, 
i trafficfor the week 44, 4. 1740¢ 12 11| 858,870 90 | IBAIE 8 6 vo,eng 18 1 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of ‘ 
Bengal for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. a 


a 

Saturday, the 19th April. al 

His Honor rae Lizvrenant-Governor oF Benoa, Presiding. a 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paun, Acting Advocate- General. ‘| 
The Hon’ble V. H. Scuatcn. a 4 


The Hon’ble H. L. Dampier. 
The Hon’ble Lory Untick Browne. 
The Hon’ble C. E. Bernarp. 
The Hon’ble Moutvy Aspoon Lurerr, Kuan Banapoor. 
The Hon’ble B. D, Cotvin. 
The Hon’ble T. M. Rosrnson. 
The Hon’ble F. F. anes 
an 
me The Hon’ble Banoo Digumper Mirter. 


‘Ss MIGRATION TO THE LABOR DISTRICTS. 
oh a Tun How’ste tae Actina Apyocars-Gexenat presented the preliminary oe 
~ report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend the law relating tothe 
of laborers to the districts of Assam, Cachar, and Sylhet, and to 
contract labor and service. He said he did not think it necessary that 
n upon the various provisions of the report, which expressed 

mn done. The report was what it pene to be, a prelimi- 
would observe that the Committee had simply taken into con- 

‘placed before them in reference to the main features of 
os, ace at diin the papers resolved them- 
at many arguments put forwar fin pape Cheek 
biections against certain provisions of Act II of 1870. He ore 


wns 


aetaeS 
soaTa Se et 


POOL or is 
oe, a bse 35 


a5 
oS 


h 

hans 
*? 

; 4 
hy 
{ 


5 
























< 














h that if the recommen to t 
Sc canait made al ha othe i 
carried out, a great many of the objections 
would be removed. It was for that purged iad 
suggestion as to printing in double columns. i ee 
It was said by Mr. Beaufort that the intention in amending the law Pas 
to the emigration of coolies to the labor districts was to ramonel the law ani Pa 
divide it in parts, chapters, and sections, takin - care to couch the sections ine 
simple language, in order that they might be readily understood, and that the 
Bill did not profess to make very many substantial alterations—it was i fact tenn Nese 
be an old friend in a new dress. But that remark was not considered hat cae 
correct in many quarters. He hoped it would be found that the Bill as now 
amended showed that the princi at provisions of Act IT of 1870 were left untouch- 
ed. The Hon’ble Member on the right (Mr. Robinson) was apprehensive that ‘ 
this Council was disposed to legislate a little precipitately in amending a law _ 
only in force for two or three years. That alarm might be very natural, — 
but when the Hon’ble Member came to consider maturely what the main __ 
rovisions of the Bill were, he would find that there was no cause — 
Rr alarm. The old Act had been remodelled in such a manner that — 
its main features and provisions were shia discernible, and a few sub- . 
stantial and necessary amendments had been introduced. Tue Apvocare — 
GeyeraL had thought it necessary to make these few remarks in order — 
to point out that the desire of the Committee had been to amend the Bill as — 
far as it could be done with regard to the suggestions made on the subject of _ 
substantial amendments of the law. The report showed that the Committee _ 
had restored certain provisions of the existing law. It also pointed out that 
the Committee had remodelled certain sections of the Bill respecting the 
prohibition of emigration at certain times of the year, They had also — 
reconstructed Section 13, which enabled the Lieutenant-Governor, with the _ 
consent of the Supreme Government, to provide for the emigration — 
of laborers to other parts of India. On the subject of garden-sirdars there had 
been considerable discussion in committee, and although we were anxious to 
meet the views of those who desired that it should be optional to register in 
Caleutta laborers engaged in the districts, we were unable to amend the | 
existing provision. We had, however, endeavored to meet the difficulty by 
providing such a clause as would be found to get rid of the inconvenience 
which might result from the registration of coolies in the districts in which 
they were engaged. Giving to the existing law his best. consideration, it ~ 
appeared to him that the proper construction of section 19 of Act IL of 1870 
was that it did not enable the garden-sirdar to register coolies engaged inthe | 
districts before the Superintendent of Transport in Calcutta. He ps ee wae i 
that section 19 must be read with sections 15 and 18 of the Act, and when 
so construed, the terms of the section must be taken distributively. That ares 
being so, he was of opinion that the power of registering in Caleutta coo 
engaged in the districts did not exist. It was clear that if the power or night 
to register in Calcutta laborers engaged in the mofussil really existed, som 
provision would have been made for the payment of trayelling expenses 
to their homes, of laborers who might either be rejected by the Super 
on the ground of unfitness, or might not be tewaatd re SUC A 
registration. But there was no such provision in Act 11 of 187 
referred to. On the other hand, with regard to laborers engaged in the n 
by recruiters and brought down to Calcutta, there was a 
that if a contract was not entered into within thirty days with 
should be supplied with such a sum of money as the Supe 
consider necessary to enable him to return toth place I 
For these reasons it appeared to THE Apvocane yeraL that, 
sions of Act IT of 1870 it was improper, om the part 
to bring down laborers enge in ofussil 1 , 
registering them in the mofu: 
fending i icy of the law, a p Ye 
not been found to be attended wi A ccvenae 
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or those who approved of the practice which had 
‘a view to have an express clause introduced into ¢ 
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could be readily or simply done, an attempt right ony it saa, 


If sieig 
made; but on reflection it appeared to him that without i 
“of & ‘depot in Calcutta for laborers brought down by pr ie er 
would be impossible to frame a clause to meet the particular contin ene 
The establishment of a depot would introduce an unnecessary difficulty a 
instead of simplifying matters would tend to complicate them. It ha ‘been 
equently Jetermined to leave the clause as it stood and meet the objection 
taken iy Toe in the first place that the coolies should be registered before 
any Magistrate of the district or sub-division through which he should first 
ass, and further providing to the effect that the employer or his agent should 
foe power to cancel = contract on paying the particular laborer whose con- 
tract should be cancelled, his travelling expenses to the place where he was 
engaged. The Committee had, as pointed out, endeavoured to grapple with 
the difficulty, and rae Apvocare-Genrrat trusted that they had done so success- 
fully. To him personally it appeared that it would be wrong in principle to 
allow a laborer to be brought to Caleutta without previous registration in the 
district where he was engaged. It might happen that if a laborer was brought 
to Calcutta without being pence in the mofussil, and if he complained that 
he was not taken to the Superintendent of Transport for the purpose of 
haying his agreement registered, he might be met by the plea that he came 
of his own choice with his friend the garden-sirdar to seek for em ployment. 
We should in such a case have the statement of the laborer on the one hand 
and the statement of the garden-sirdar on the other ; and unless the Magistrate 
or Superintendent of sd ge were possessed of greater powers of discrimina- 
tion than were ordinarily allotted to mortals, there would be considerable, if not 
insuperable, difficulty in the way of coming to a proper decision. Registration 
inthe district was a starting point in the engagement of a laborer whicha 
en-sirdar could not overturn if disposed to deal improperly with a 


rer. 

Then the report went on to say that the Committee had altered section 46 
in the manner proposed, rendering it obligatory on the Magistrate to countersign 
a recruiter’s license, unless he should have reason to suppose that the person 
licensed was unfit to be employed as a recruiter. Section 71 was slightly 
altered by providing that the penalty prescribed for delay in despatching a 
vessel should not be incurred if the delay was occasioned by any ipereee! 
We had also altered section 79 by providing that the master of a vessel should 
be bound to report the arrival of his vessel at any particular place, and remain 
there for not less than six hours of day-light to enable the Magistrate to visit 
the vessel ; and in lieu of the power of detention given to the Magistrate by 
section 82, we had given the power of detaining the vessel for not more than 
Enquiries had shown that it was rarely found necessary to detain a 

vessel for more than five days. This was a preliminary report, and if it should 
» be discovered that the period of five days was too short or too long, the pro- 
vision might be altered accordingly. 
_ Then we came to the subject of localities unfit for the residence of laborers, 
This clause had occasioned some alarm. But rae Apvocars Generau thought that 
Section 120 of the original Bill, being section 119 of the amended Bill, should not 
have that effect, becanse it was the same in substance as a similar provision in the 
xisting law. There wasa difference of phraseology. Instead of using the words 
“unfit for human habitation” the section provided that the contracts of the 
, ‘should be cancelled if the estate was in a condition so insalubrious or 
‘situation as to be unfit for the residence of laborers. The Bill 
a manner calculated to make it plain and simple in character : 
matters in a simple and clearly intelligible manner, discarding the 
‘or words of doubtful or obscure meaning. Section 119 simply 
ung law by giving it a more practical form and clothing if m 
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_ or garden where it would be fatal for them to reside. It was a pi 
not calling for any alarm, but rather ee the sympathy 
approbation of those who had to deal with emigrants. He would 
to section 120 of the amended Bill being section 121 of the original Bill, . 
section as drawn made certain average rates of mortality conclus 
the question of the unfitness of an estate for the residence of — 
- We thought that upon any average rate of mortality taken b. 
, safe or certain coriclusion as to unfitness for residence could 
" We had, however, considered that the average rate of mortality ass 
_ section might well constitute a starting point, enabling the Liente 
nor to order certain enquiries.to be made by a medical officer requ toy 
- an estate, and record information on the points indicated in the Section, Fin 
the cause or causes of such mortality ; secondly, the want (if any) of d 
or precaution and of the os of proper and available sanitary mea 
on the part of the owner of the estate or the employer, causing or co 
to such mortality ; and thirdly, the fitness or otherwise of the esta’ 
_ residence of laborers and the reasons thereof. And if it should turn 
the mortality was to be attributed to the negligence or to the want of 
measures on the part ofthe planter, the Lieutenant-Governor sho 
ower to declare that particular garden unfit for the residence of | 
Tine Apyocare Genera remarked that the pide ses was salutary, 
ponght that the Governor of a province shoul 
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haye some power to & 
marily in cases of necessity arising from carelessness and negligen 
enquiry was to be a fairand open one, the pactoesigie appear and pu 
any statements they thought fit. It could not be urged with any 
that it would be hard to put this provision in force in cases in 
excessive amount of mortality had arisen from neglect or default on th 
mas of the planter. We had merely given power in cases of unfitness for 
‘resulting from the neglect and default of owners. 2 
The power of putting an end to the contracts of laborers in cases of m 
arising from situation, was a more difficult one to deal with. He had n 
able to satisfy himself that climatic situation could be the’ cause of 
-mortality in a pee garden, without extending its baneful i 
over a very much larger area. He thought the power of putting an 
contracts in cases in which unfitness for residence arose from situation 
be exercised under the previous section where the enquiry to be held was 
full and comprehensive. If those who were setecsohadl the live 
laborers did their duty by keeping their gardens ip a fit and proper condi 
there would be no occasion for the exercise of the summary power y 
_ been conferred. 

» Tux Apvocare-Generat then passed on to the subject of conti 
_—__ expired laborers. The Committee were unanimous that Cha 
“gel for the registration ‘of contracts by time-expired laborers, was né 

ae it was advisable not to interfere with the free action of laborers 
im performed their contracts. The Committee had thereforé struck 
Resi.) chapter, as also section 117 of the existing law which contained 
Pa i subjecting time-expired laborers to certain sections of the Act. 
Greet had altered section 106 by providing that returns were to 
- laborers on an estate, whether time-expired or not. oe eee 
_. The next subject referred to in oie was neglect o 
arrears of wuges. The Committee considered that_no sufficient 
for the passing of such a law, haying special application to the + 
If it was considered that the country reqired a general law 
, rights and liabilities.of master and servant, the subject ] 
- under a more general and extended form of legislation. — 
_. During our sittings we came to the conclusi 
well to: frame forms of contract, and release, but 
agotien, before us we were unable to do so 
of the Bill upon that point as 
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Ww ‘presented © er with the correspon 
Taw, should i print n double columns. VOC! 
ely hoped that the endeayours of the committee to do their — 
prove , beneficial to employer and employed, and that as the — 
preservation of the lives of emigrant laborers were necessarily 
© prosperity of the planter, he trusted that the efforts of 
ttee in the direction of the amepdment of the present law on 
ch were calculated to contribute to the health of laborers would 
successful. Although, as a general proposition it was undesiral 
cil should interfere with the working of a law so recentl 
ct of 1870, and framed with the greatest ability and care, yet it 
‘be borne-in mind that a new combination of circunistances necessarily 
ee elation. Those who framed Act II of 1870 could not be 
ed to provide before-hand for all possible cases or combination of cir. 
ces. It was their duty and object to put forward and inaugurate a general 
for the regulation of emigration to the tea districts: and though they’ 
nplished their purpose in a successful manner, it could not be Sfirmatt as 
s possible to have exhausted the subject for all time, and in respectof 
arying circumstances attendant on emigration. Experience had sh e 
several points the amendment of the existing law was required. 
points was the detention of a vessel in which cholera or other —_ 
disease had broken out amongst the emigrants. On the breaking” 
olera or other infectious disease, it had been found most beneficial to 
lies on shore for a time, and thus to check or remove infection; but for 
-purpese the vessel must be detained. he existing law contained no 
for the detention of a vessel whder the above cireumstances. It had 
been deemed advisable to make a short provision in the present Bill 
detention of vessels.» Almost all matters which possessed certain — 
advantages had their corresponding disadvantages, and if a solitary 
rer was, or a few passengers were, detained four or five daysin any place, 
" B the person or persons 80 detained was far less than the manifest and ih 
le injury which might be caused if (there being no power of —— sa 
lies were allowed to proceed on their voyage with a fast-spreading an 
s disease amongst them. The necessity for such a provision having 
lished by experience, it became the aay of the Government, to’ 
amend the law; and if Government had not ventured on 
in the present Bill, the repress of apathy, and. thie -w 
its duties, might well have attached toit. Ther 
alities for the residence of laborers, the existing law did no 
ovision. Its machinery was not very simple and was, 
latory character, A summary remedy was ed in certain 
and the present Bill proposed to arm the local Governm erta 
iting their exereise within certain well-defined and legitimate 
-@tertain percentage of mortulity could not be taken as con- — 
thiness of a locality, the factum of unusual and excessive — 
ot be fairly or properly overlooked. The present Bil ie 


‘ificance.and prominence in the institution o 


¢ out of it, and to visit the owners of gardens who had 
huma jes with consequences of which t 
eard to complain. Then again the inspection of coolies. 

by a proper m officer before being put on board 

ange law which was required. Further 
laborers unwise and undesirable to subje 
esti under the law. The planters: 


having become accustomed to- 
, and that 80, it was th 
borers. 5 In conc usion, a THE 












thought that no ground whatever existed for accusing the Government 


recipitation or suspecting it to be influenced by any improper desire of intey. 
er unduly between employer and employed. a, 
EMIGRATION BILL. 
Tue Hon’ste Mr. WyMan said it would be remembered that when this 
Bill was introduced considerable discussion took place as to the desirabili of 
introducing the Bill, and the hon’ble members opposite (Mr. Robinson sat My. 
Colvin) took a decided tone against the Bill. The Bill now submitted to the 
Council was a totally different Bill from that which was submitted before. He 
understood that the argument of the learned Advocate-General went almost to 
is extent, that the objections raised by the public outside and the members of 
this Council with reference to the provisions of the Bill as introduced were 
scarcely now tenable, that in fact the present Bill was a mere redressing of the 
law, codifying, improving, and substantially altering it, but only in respect of 
certain important and necessary amendments which the Government desired to 
make. Mr. Wyman submitted that that argument was scarcely borne out by the 
facts. The difficulties raised by the hon’ble members opposite had apparently 
all been removed by the alterations made by the select committee in the - 
amended Bill before the Council. He thought it could hardly be contended that 
the objections raised were not sound and reasonable ones. It had never been 
contended that the Government should not have the right to amend a law, 
however recently passed, when it was found that an amendment was necessary ; 
and he calencok: that the public and the planters and others interested in this 
subject had never objected to any reasonable amendments in the law. They 
had never objected, and did not now object, to any provision by which greater 
security to life was attainable. But they said, and he thought justly, that. the 
Act as proposed to be amended contained harsh, unnecessary, and impracticable 
provisions. The proof that they were correct and that they did not make a 
vexatious opposition was found in the fact, which to his thinking was conclusive, 
that their remonstrances had been met by the withdrawal of the disputed proyi- 
sions of the Bill. As the Bill was now drawn there could not and would not 
(he thought) be opposition to the alterations proposed. It was objected that it 
was ee impracticable that a garden-sirdar should receive a power of attorney, 
and that provision was struck out from the Bill. It was also objected that fines 
imposed upon garden-sirdars.should be recovered from their employers. ‘That 
provision also had been struck out. It was pointed out that the provision 
empowering the magistrate to refuse to sign garden-sirdars’ licenses was 
as he would not have the opportunity of making himself acquainted with what 
it was necessary for him to know. That provision had been one 
modified. Chapters 17 and 18 relating to time-expired laborers, and the defini- 
tion of the obligations of master-and servant, had been entirely struck out; 
, and as to the power of the Lieutenant-Governor to declare a district unfit for 
habitation by imported laborers, we saw the important modification that 
when the Lieutenant-Governor had ascertained that a certain place was 
unfit for habitation by reason of locality or want of sanitation, emugra-— 
tion to such place might be prohibited. Mi . Wyman thought that —— 
could be fairer. or more proper than such a provision, But as the Bil” 
originally stood, it was inthe power of the Lieutenant-Governor to stop: emi 
gration in the absence of any such imformation or enquiry. Then again | 
unhealthiness of any plantation had been defined to be unhealthiness 
locality or unhealthiness arising from the want of sanitation. ut 
thought, was a very proper distinction to make, a distinction which was now far 
clearer than it was before. The learned Advocate-General said that that 
what was intended, and that the committee had merely defined m 
what was intended originally. But the definition in the original - 
doubtful that the Lieutenant-Governor could act under it merely on 
tage of mortality, But now it was clearly laid down that the gar 
defective either in sanitation or unhealthiness of locality. 5 
made was so important and so undeniable that very few wot be iki 
to that provision. Then, with regard to contracts made by. ti 
laborers, a change had been made; and that .was another provi 


the subject of objection, So that asthe Billmow'stood, he 

























the fe or those interested would be likely to complain of it. The 
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interested, were in respect of the Bill as it stood at the time, and that they 
were reasonable objections, and that those objections were not made with any 
jdea of thwarting the Government or opposing the Bill simply because it~was an 
amendment of the law. The Bill was one which, in their view, was a cause of 
alarm by reason of the somewhat arbitrary and impracticable provisions proposed 
to be introduced in a law which was found to work tolerably well. Not sim ly 
that the Bill was not sufficiently understood, but that it was so framed that 
it could not be clearly understood. As now drawn there would be no such 
objections ; and he thought that it would be most unreasonable if the persons 
interested took objection to these most rational and proper provisions. They, 
should rather be. grateful to the Government for taking measures for the 
security of life which circumstances had shown to be necessary. The Council 
were greatly indebted to the select committee for the important and beneficial 
changes they had made in the Bill. 

ins Honor THE Presipenr said before finally putting the question to the 
Council, he would only say a very few words. He did trust that the course 
followed by the Government and by the committee of the Council, and the 
observations made by his hon’ble friend Mr. Wyman, would convince those 
outside, that sooner or later (His Honor said sooner, but the hon’ble member 
said later) we were inclined to meet the reasonable views of that’ portion 
of the public who were interested in the cultivation of tea. We wished to 
narrow the breach between the Government and those so interested ; we wished 
to smooth over the difficulties, and meet the tea planters as far as we could. 
His Honox was not prepared to admit that the Bill brought in was so bad a 
Bill as the hon’ble member on the left (Mr. Wyman) would lead us to believe. 
He was not prepared to admit that the .hanges adopted by the select com- 
mittee were of so radical a character as the hon’ble member had represented 
them to be. They were not so mueh radical or structural changes, as the 
smoothing off of difficult corners, the rounding off of angles which seemed to pre- 
sent difficulties, and which seemed to have caused outery and objections. 
At the same time this rounding of angles was a work of the greatest import- 
anee which would have, he hoped, the effect of bringing round a great deal 
of the feeling which was against us, and we were under the greatest obliga- 
tion to the select committee for the work which they had done so_ excellently. 

He trusted that the explanations of the learned Advocate-General who 
was now in charge of the Bill, and who had taken so great a part in it, would 
convince the public that the proposals now submitted were not unreasonable 
proposals: that they were worthy of consideration, and he hoped that. with 
more or less modifications they might be accepted. - 

The learned Adyocate-Cieneral had so clearly explained the nature of 
the changes proposed by the select committee, that His Honor need not: sa: 
much at present about them. He would merely allude to one-change, whic 
Was in some respects a radical change. He alluded to the striking out by the 
committee of chapters 17 and 18 of the Bill, chapter 17 relating to contraets 

time-expired pices, and chapter 18 relating to the general question of 
neglect of work by laborers, and the recovery of arrears of wages, as be- 
tween the employer and the employed. The Advocate-Genoral had told us 

that those chapters had been struck out with the consent and approval of two 
members. of the committee who were practically interested in the subject, and 
who in some degree represented those engaged in the tea-cultivating dis- 
tricts. His Hoxor had said that if that course commended itself to those 
hon’ble gentlemen, the Government were ready to accept that view. It 
red to him that there was nothing like free-trade. When you had to 
with meti who had lived in the gardens, men who were not to be conveyed 
re under contracts made in distant parts of India; when you had to eal 
with men who were in the tea districts, there was no reason why a laws 
for regulating the relations of-master and servant should be applied, unless 

thought it was better that such laws should apply. If those 
were satisfied that contracts made with time-expir and local 
id be left. to the operation of the ordinary laws of the oom 

3 satisfied and did not wish to press upon them any spe 

me there was one observation which His Honor wished 
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to make for the co ation of the Council and those who 
the matter, that an Act passed for the Presidency towns of Caleutta, 
and Bombay, and known as the Artificers’ Act, had been extended to ve 
the tea districts, and had been applied for regulating the relations of ; 
ployer and employed there, that is, of the coolies. » He might tell the me: 
that in his opinion it was extremely doubtful whether an Act of that ki 
passed for the regulation of the relations between tradesmen and artificers i 
the Presidency towns, was properly extendible to the tea districts. He } 
lieved that it was not properly extendible to the case of coolies in the 
plantations: it was never intended to apply to such cases; and his view was 
that Government ought to withdraw the operation of that Act from those dig 
tricts; that that Act must cease to operate in the tea districts. There would then ae 
* be no summary or special mode of address, unless some special provisions were 
put in this Bill. if those interested agreed to strike out chapters 17 and 18 | 
of this Bill, the Government agreed to that view, but then there would be no ~ 
vial law in the tea districts, and the relations of master and time-expired 
and local laborers would be regulated by the ordinary laws and by no special — 
law whatever. That must be quite thoroughly understood. > iad 
F The Bill was then directed to be published in the Caleutta Gazette, or 
: with Act II of 1870, in double colunms, and the consideration of the Bill was 
adjourned for two months. ; 


HOWRAH LIGHTING RATE, E 


Tre Hon’ste Mr. Damrter, in presenting the report of the select com: | 
mittee on the Bill to provide for the levy of a lighting-rate in Howrah, said 
the Council having accepted the principle of the Bill both as regards the portion 
of Howrah now lighted with gas, and also as to future extensions, had referred 
the Bill to a select committee only for.consideration of the form in which if 
should be passed. He mentioned this because the hon’ble members were aware 
that there had been some agitation in Howrah against the Bill, with which, if- 
he understood its character rightly, the select committee were not concerned, + — 
He had not seen the memorial which had been presented, but he understood — 
that it was against the principle of the Bill, rather than the details. That was” 
a matter which concerned the Council at large, and not the select committee. 
He would now proceed to state what had been done in committee. They 
. found in the ial Bill provision made for imposing a tax before arrange-— 
ments were made for lighting the town. The committee thought that would 
not be advisable, and had therefore provided that no tax should be imposed 
until every thing was ready for lighting the lamps. The Municipal Comm: 
sioners were to define the portions of the town proposed to be lighted, and 
were to submit to Government a scheme for lighting, and on the Lieu 
Governor being satisfied that the scheme was sufficient, he might authorize the 
imposition of the tax; and even then the tax was not to be leyiable until” 
the lamps had- been actually lighted. The next change made was 
although the tax was to be ordinarily leviable from occupiers, in those ca: 
which a house was occupied by tenants in severalty, as by tenants in stories 
or flats, the tax in the first instance should be Tevied m the own 
should have the legal power of recouping himself in the same way 
tax were rent due to him from his tenants. Lastly the Bill, as 
3 drafted, provided that questions of compensation should be deci ed ae 
fee of a Small Cause Court. Mr. Damrrer thought that was an excellent prov 
ha But this Bill was to be part and parcel of Act IIL of 1864, and was to 
a as a part of that law. Act III of 1864 contained other provisions 
pensation, but no special procedure was laid down for the determi 









































8 compensation. Therefore the committee had thought it woul 
i to provide that compensation in connection with gas— 
Bee awarded by a special procedure and that other compensati 
Be same Act, should be left to be settled by other means; the 
be ‘ fore struck out the section relating: to the determination o! 


the Judge of the Small Cause Court. Pret 
With reference to the agitation which had taken pl 
proposed to ask that the consideration of the Bill be defe 
_ the least. The Bill as amended by the select commi 
and those interested would haye an opportunity 0! 
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» woul tion for the consideration of the Counc 
had been made in the course of the deliberations tr com- 
mittee, that it was rather anomalous to ei in a Bill authorizing the imposition 
of a two per cent. lighting rate, when the Council had before it evidence that a 
two per cent. rate would fall’short of the actual cost of lighting, I# the part of 
Howrah which was already lit with gas afforded data which were generally 
applicable to the future extensions, it would require a two and a-half per cent, 
yate to cover the cost. He thought it was worth the attention of the Council 
| whether, on passing such a law as this, the Council should not give power to 
bi a arate which should be suflicient to pay for the whole cost of lighting 
w 





With these remarks he presented the report of the sclect committee, and 
moyed that the consideration of the Bill be deferred for six weeks. 

Top Hon’sie Banoo Dieumprr Mirrer said he wished to say a few words 
of explanation in reference to the report of the select committee. As an 
abstract question of justice there could rardly he any difference of opinion as to 
the propriety of legislating on the question, before us, without previously ascer- 
taining the wishes of the pen For after all it must be admitted that 
gas-lighting is more a luxury than a necessity, and we knew that the majority 
of the eeepeyers of the Howrah Municipality could not afford to pay for 
that luxury. But we must not forget that the Municipal Commissioners of 
Howrah were already under engagement, with the sanction of the Govern- 
ment previously obtained, to ‘ight the town with « certain number 
of gas-lights for a certain number of years ; and it was too late now to 
“question the wisdom of that engagement even if it were open to question, 

t the same time it was hard, he must admit, to levy the rate from 
those who neither wanted nor would have the benefit of gas-lighting. 
The select committee paid their best attention to this view of the ques- 
tion, and had made every attempt so to frame a section as would meet all 
contingencies. But they found themselves beset with all manner of difficulties, 

. and the best solution they could arrive at was to leave every question touching 
the extension of the lighting-rate to the different parts of the municipality to the 
. final determination of the Lieutenant-Governor as a sort of appeal from the 
decision of the Commissioners; and the select committee were arty of 
opinion that, untrammelled by local prejudices and predilections, the Lieu- 
tenant-Goyernor would be best able to decide each case on its merits, and 
satisfactorily to all the parties concerned. ; 
. (Tae Hoy’prn Mr. Wyman said as the report of the select committee was 
not before the Council it was somewhat difficult to go into this question, but 
judging from the remarks made, especially from what had fallen from the hon’ble 
member opposite (Baboo Degumber Mitter), he gathered that the expenditure 
on account of lighting by gas was now being incurred. He searcely thought 
that he understood the hon’ble member rightly. But he thought the hon’ble 
_ Member had said that the committee had found themselves in a difficulty inas- 
Inch as the Municipal Commissioners of Howrah had already entered into 
| contract for lighting the town with gas, and that the Bill gave power to levy 
@ to defray the cost of such lighting. If that was the correct imterpretation 
@ hon’ble member's remarks, it seemed to Mr. Wyman to be a roundabout 
do something that was not sanctioned, and then to come up to this 
legislative enactment to sanction a tax to defray the cost. It 
tthe Municipal Commissioners theoretically were those who should 
municipal fund should be expended, and that a rate should_ be 
rh the strects with gas; but we could not afford to ignore the 
ers. He was not aware whether the rate-payers who 
cil represented anything like a majority of their body, 
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and it might not be desirable to impose a rate for the purpose. Looking 
position of Howrah, which was a town scattered very. considerably, wit 
at considerable distance apart in long lines of roads, he thought it was 
doubtful whether lighting by gas was quite a desideratum or an economie 
measure to gdopt. d therefore when he heard of this proposed taxation, he 
thought that it should be considered very carefull whether we should 
it in the face of a decided objection on the part of those interested. i ah 
His Honor tue Presipenr said he thought the course proposed to be 
taken in deferring the consideration of the Bill would sufficiently show the 
Council that the Government was not inclined to hurry the passing of the Bill, 
In fact we proposed that the report of the select committee an: the Bill as. 
amended by them, should be gazetted for a considerable period, for this reason, 
that we might have the opportunity of ascertaining the wishes of the rate-payers 
- before the report of the committee was taken into consideration by the Council. 
_ A petition which had been received trom a public meeting held in Howrah had 
not been circulated to the members. ‘lhe general purport of the petition was | 
that the meeting were opposed to the lighting of Howrah with gas and would be 
satisfied with oil lamps. The petitioners were unanimously of that opinion, 
but we did not know what proportion of rate-payers were represented by the 
etitioners. On the other 4 it was clear enough, as stated by the hon’ble 
ember in charge of tho Bill, that the municipality had already pledged them- 
selves to the lighting of the streets with gas in a certain portion of the muni- 
cipality. It seemed to His Honor that a certain portion of the municipality, 
that was to say the town of Howrah, was a fit place for lighting with gas, It 
was a town with a considerable European population, a place of great manu- 
factures and great trade, and the whole pater of the town seemed to require 
a civilized system of lighting and other civilized improvements. If the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners of Howrah were pledged to this expense, it was pre 
that the expense should be borne by that portion of the inhabitants who received - 
the benefit of lighting by gas and not by the municipality in general. Thatwas ~° | 
the principle on which the Bill was drawn. ; = 
Then His Honor had received another petition from certain inhabitants of 
a portion of the municipality, who appeared to take a reasonable view of the” 
matter. It was a petition of certain inhabitants of Shibpore, Ramkistopore, and 
other villages included within the municipality, that was to say the inhabitants 
of that portion of the municipality which did not constitute the town proper 
Howrah, but was in the nature of outlying villages attached to the town. _ 
His Honor thought that these petitioners said with reason that it was very hard — 
that they should be taxed for the lighting of the town of Howrah with gas 
they suggested that the lighting of the municipality with gas should not. rest 
with the Municipal Commissioners but should be made subject to the sanetion 
of the Government. ‘The Committee had introduced that very provision inthe 
Bill, and it seemed to His Honor. to be a very proper provision. It would be — 
sie hard that those people who did not benefit by the lighting of the town — 
with gas should pay for it; and it was reasonable endugh not only that 
lighting by gas should be confined to the town of Howrah, but that the pro- 
ceedings of the Commissioners should in this repect be checked by the Go: 
ment, so that the luxury of gas lighting should be introduced only. where it © 
was required, and that it should be paid for by those who derived the h 
Tur Hoy’pir Mr. Dampier aia with reference to the 
how’ble member opposite (Mr. Wyman), that he must explain that the 
already done was not in anticipation of funds being provided by 
the hon’ble member had supposed. ‘The Howrah Mit i 
the existing law power to deyote the ordinary revenues of the 
the purpose of lighting, and that was what had been done. U 
ment of course the inhabitants of the suburbs of Howrah, such 
kistopore, Seebpore, and the like, which had, as deseribed 
member, long lines of road anda few scattered houses, who did 
miles of the gas lights, contributed towards the lighting of 1 
much as the residents who lived under them. It was to get rid 
one of the main objects of the present Bill, to provide that 
the benefit of gas should pay the rate. As to the 


made as to whether lighting by was a I 
behalf of the Committee, he said that it ab ; 
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It concerned the Council as a whole.+ Ifthe hon’ble member opposite 
si 


Mr. Wyman and other hon’ble members, had A 
( o Bill wef the Council had once accepted, there went be rat “for tove <4 
» for recon- 


the Du” 


sideration before the Bill came up for discussion again. But no sucl re 
: such remar 


were pertinent to the report of the select committee whic 
~The motion was agreed to. uttee which was now presented. 





REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS 


Tyre Hon’bie Mr. Bernarv presented the report of : 
on the Bill for registering births ind deaths, and sad ne bet bi ienpar-tees 
into consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of tan bo taken 
the clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the form on pec 
the committec._ He said he believed it was in order to oh ype by 
the select committee and make this motion at the same Pog th - ory tas 
been in the hands of the members for the prescribed period Wher v1 .B auton 
introduced the Bill he explained its object, and he told us ‘that the Go | dines 
had for some years been trying to get some sort of statistics of births nies nthe 
for the whole of the great province of Bengal, but the result bad a oe 
satisfactory. In the last report received it was made out that tl “7 er 
death-rate in a large district was only one per mille; or, in other wet - 
every one there lived for a thousand years. That could not be consid sae 
valuable result of the registration of deaths, and the Government had : = tly 
decided that as the Government and the people were constituted in Bengal t 
was hopeless to try to get statistics of life and death over the whole of the 
great districts of Bengal; and accordingly it was determined that one town 
and one rural area should be taken in each district and an attempt should be 
made to get some sort of reliable statistics of death, and perhaps ie of births 
This plan came into operation in several districts on the 1st of January, and as 
far as we had gone, each selected area comprised about 25,000 souls, If we 
could get anything like reliable statistics of these areas, we should be able 
to calculate what was the death-rate in the whole country; to ascertain what 
Pe were most destructive to life, and against what causes of death the 
overnment might hope successfully to contend. When the registration 
er it was found that the people of Bengal, who were a law- 
abiding people (some said they were a law-loving people) would not always 
give information of deaths. It was therefore proposed to bring in a Bill the 
provisions of which were borrowed from the Calcutta Act which had been some 
rae operation, the provisions of the Calcutta Act itself being taken 
rae e English law with certain modifications to suit the circumstances of 
daca ae ia All this had been explained by the hon’ble member who intro- 
peut Bill. The Council referred the Bill to a select committee, who had 
in a coer np pro eee only a few changes. Most of the amendments were 
originally stood, of lightening the penalties and requirements of the Bill as it 
tion eae pei however, a few points to which Mr. BERNARD would ask the atten- 
or of b Sct uncil, Section 2 provided for the registration of births or deaths, 
get the d ou deaths. _This was propos ed because it was most important to 
aan eath-rate ; and if we could get an account of births as well, it would be 
lan Vantage, In out-of-the-way, places we proposed to register deaths only. 
hmany parts of India when any body died it was cust to mak: rt 
of Pe n y body died it was customary to make some so 
-Tepor port of the circumstance to the nearest chowkidar or policeman ; people 
d to feel that by making such a report they relieved themselves of respon- 
But 80 far as he knew, it was not the custom thus to report births, As, 
‘ould be very much easier for the people to give information where 
Dol > we would endeavour to obtain a registry of births also 
wcticable to do so ; and in the course of time we hoped to get a 
t registration of births and deaths. Section 3 provided that every 
have an office in his district for the registration of births or 
s and deaths, as the case might be, and give notice of the 
‘ hich he would attend for the purposes of registration. 
would perhaps not be of much value, but in towns 
there should be a well-known place at gee 
ite 
















received. Section 6 was a section in whi 
ration, As it stood the chowkidar, or the 
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each death or birthofrom eta body who “write. There wer 
many villages where it would not be possible to get information in yy 
therefore we proposed that the chowkidar should get the information in 
if possible ; or if it was impossible to get the information in writing, th 
should get it verbally, and when he went into town to make his weekl 
bi-weekly report he would give an account of the deaths that had ee 
within his beat. Section 7 imposed certain duties on parents and others 
to report deaths. The committee had reduced the maximum of fine, s0. 
no case could a fine of more than five rupees be imposed; and there was 
provision, which originally stood in the Bill, that not more than on 
should be punishable for neglect or refusal to give information of any one — 
occurrence. It was also provided that Municipal Commissioners might register 
births and deaths occurring within Municipalities, and expend nftnicipal money 
‘for the purpose of such registration. Mr. Bernarp had omitted to mention 
het that in section G it was provided that the chowkidar should make the report 
rt required ; or if there was no chowkidar, the report should be made by’ sich 
other person as the Magistrate might appoint. In towns and cities where there 
ee was no indigenous agency of this kind other than the regular police, Mani- 
in cipal Commissioners were authorized to <pue Registrars. In Bengal the — 
:. people were not always very ready to go to the police, and did not like the police 
. to interfere in domestic matters. Therefore it was desirable that in certain  _ 
cases the Magistrate should allow the report to be made to persons other than the 
police. In the Suburban Municipality, instead of the police beige mr 
mation and registering births and deaths, the bill collector’ of the Mumicipality — 
and his subordinates had been appointed to register births and deaths. = 
‘The motion,agreed was to. ee 
The Hon’st: Mr. Bernarn said that at the suggestion of the hon’ble’ 
on his right (Mr. Schaleh) he would move that in section 4 the words 
respecting such particulars” be inserted after the tvord “ forms” in line 6) 
His Honor vig Present observed that this report had been in the 
of the Council for ten days, and it was inconvenient that amendments 1 
now be moved without notice. He would suggest thatthe amendment shoul 
be withdrawn untess it was considered necessary. The effect’ of introdu 
the amendment would be to necessitate the suspension of the rules before: 
Bill could be passed. IN iit 
The Hoy’pux ree Acting Apvocarr-Guyera said that he thought 
word “ forms” would cover the particulars of registry, "The Lieutenant-Gove 
was to settle the form in which the registry of births and deaths was: 
made, and that would include the particulars to be entered in the 
The Hon’niy Mu. Scraron observed that he had suggested the an 
because the section did not refer to the particulars of registration. But 
learned Adyoecate-General thought the words proposed were not nee 
amendment might be withdrawn. iui 
The amendment was then by leaye withdrawn. Reavis 
_ On the motion ofMn, Bernann the bill was then passed: 


ADJOURNMENT OF THE COUNCIL. 


His Honor rue Presrpent said there being no business 
necessary to bring before the Council at an early date, the Cour 
adjourned for a few weeks until further notice. He at the | 
i to thank the members for the assistance which they 
believed they would not be sorry for the respite which — 
The select committee on the Emigration Bill would, } 































































a enough to continue their labors, He thought they woul 
Bol. time the Council was not sitting, to give mgt attention 
Bs that they might gradually perfect and finish that y 

£ He would direct that the Bill as now amended, with 
Gat 


be published in pamphlet form and be available, 
subject; and he oped that after the Bill was fully: 
by the committee, with the aid of the suggestion 
might be good enough to make, the Council woul 
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to a conclusion, 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OF BENGAL, 


No. 133A, dated Fort William, the 19th March 1873, 
From—H. 8. Bravon, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Board of R : 
-To—The Offy. Secretary to the Government of Bascal Geseal Dee ee 
In reply to Government order No. 251, dated 3rd instant, I am directed 
to forward herewith extracts from the reports of the Commissioners regardin 
agricultural products referred to in the margin of this office letter No. 56A 
of 6th ultimo. 





Burpwan. 


Sugarcane.—The following account of sugarcane is given by Baboo 
Burdwan Commissioner's No. 1073, dated sist Joykishen Mookerjee, a zemindar of 
January 1878, Hooghly—* ‘Iwo species of sugarcanes, 
known in this country as the kajlee and the pooree canes, have from time 
immemorial been cultivated in this district. These canes always gave the culti- 
vators very good returns; and their cultivation therefore, in former times, 
radually increased with the increased demand of sugar for exportation. 

“Whether these crops were native to the soil or merely acclimatised is 

not known; but no account of the total failure of these canes, such as was 
the case with what were called the Bombay canes, can be gathered from the 
accounts of the oldest inhabitants. More than forty (40) years ago Mr. 
MeDowal, of the Kissoregunge indigo concern, introduced the red canes from 
the district of Rungpore, and they were thence called the Shahiban Khooshir. 
The cultivation of this species of cane spread very rapidly, as the cultivators 
found that they yielded more juice and contained more saccharine matter than 
the country ones; and in about eight years it spread gradually over Hooghly 
incommon with the other southern districts. About the same time, that is, 
nearly 85 years ago, the red or Bombay cane was introduced in the district 
from Nimgee Bungalow, a place a few mile from Calcutta. It was at first 
cultivated at Bally, Ooterparah, Rughoonathpore, and their neighbourhood, 
but in afew years the cultivation gradually extended to the banks of the 
Damoodah, close to Perguanah Chunderkona. A very great impetus was 
given to the cultivation of sugarcane in this and the other districts by the 
large diminution in the supply of sugar from Mauritius and the West Indies, 
in consequence of the restrictions imposed about this time on slave trade and 
‘slave labor, For more than fifty years the cultivators reaped luxuriant harvests 
of the “Shahiban” and Bombay sugarcanes, and improved their conditions to 
no small extent. Brick-built houses sprung up in every direction, and the 
‘condition of a large portion of the tenantry was altogether very cheering. In 
1854 and 1855, however, the first. symptoms of the blight, which totally exter- 
minated these valuable crops from the district, first made their appearance. 
A few cane bushes hereand there appeared withered during the first year. This 


did not attract much attention, but the next year the cultivators were alarmed 


at the destruction of about two-thirds of the crop, and although every means 
that lay in their power were had recourse to to save the crops from the dhoosha 
(sugarcane blight), the attempt was entirely fruitless. After inefficient 
: for more than three years, the cultivation of both these descriptions of 
‘was given up in despuir, and the ryots had to fall back on the culti- 


‘Yation of their own country canes, the kajlee and the pooree. After the extinc- 
tion of the highly- pice” dneteiptions of canes, the ryots had not much heart 
to cultivate the inferior description of canes; but they had not long to mourn 
for the extinction of their valuable erops, for, in about the year 1860-61, we 
thamshara vane, which is nearly equal to the extinct descriptions, was in i 
district. This cane is believed to have been fenported Seta i 

“Its cultivation has steadily increased, and the gue : e 
improved by reason of the great care taken in its ct tivation 
ense that is incurred in manuring the soil and irrigating 
ccount of the cultivation of sugarcane in this district was 
sl and Horticultural Society’s Journal, Volume IX, 





































Part TIL, of 1857, pages 853-858. It would be worth while to 
whether the importation of new seed or plants of the Bombay cane might no 
have the effect of restoring its cultivation.” eat 


Potatoes.—Potatoes are grown in considerable quantities in the ee of. 
the district of Hooghly. They are now of an inferior quality, and, the Collector 
believes, are degenerating for want of new seed. The Oollector is informed 
that new seed, that is, new eyes, have been successfully introduced oni former 
occasions when the potatoes haye much deteriorated ; and he recommends 
distribution of sound potatoes to the zemindars of the tract where the then 
are cultivated. : ine 
The Collector of Burdwan has given a list of articles of trade in hte 

_ district, including salt and European piece-goods among other imports, YA 
staples produced in the district are rice, pulses, and oil-seeds. im 

The Collector of Bancoorah reports that there is no cultivation of jute or 
opium in that district. He is not aware that there has been any particular 
improvement in cultivation since the decennial settlement. i i 

In Beerbhoom the Collector regrets that he cannot give. precise infor- 
mation regarding the growth and expansion of trade in staples. The railway has 
had a sensible effect on the export of rice, which is the staple produce of the 
district, and there is a considerable importation of cotton, brought apparently 
from Caleutta. The other principal products of this district are silk, a mode. 
rate quantity of indigo, and some oil-seeds. Of the latter, a large quantity 
passes through the district from the Sonthal Pergunnahs, u 

The Collector of Midnapore i aa that, after consulting the persons 
best qualified to give information on the subject, he has been able to learn but 
little as to the changes or improvement of cultivation. There is, of course, no 
opium cultivated in this district; on the other hand, indigo cultivation, 
especially on the north and west of the district, is spreading rapidly. 








RAJSHAHYE. 


Silk.—Mr. F, H. Skrine, the Assistant Magistrate of Rajshahye, ee 
Rajshabye Commissioner’s No. 1245, dated 23rd that the manufacture of silk has long 

January 1873. the staple industry of Rajshahye. | It 
seems to have attained a considerable development by the middle of the last 
century, and the East India Company, shortly after the acquisition of the 
Dewanny, studded the district with filatures which used to turn out enormous 
quantities of raw silk. The Hon’ble Company, however, gradually lost. its 
commercial character, and devoted to the task of Government those energi 

which it formerly devoted to trade. We find, therefore, that all the filatures 
in the district passed into private hands in the year 1887. There seems to be 
an impression that the trade is now on the decline, for reasons which are given 
below ; but whether Government interference is advisable, as some consider, 
seems to be an extremely doubtful point. : 


ny te 










The subject will be treated under the following heads :— av Hbghee? 
A,—Cultivation of the mulberry. ‘iin ee lager | 
B.—The silkworm. yh); te ; 


C.—The manufacture (1) by Europeans, (2) by Natives. — 
D.—the distribution of manufactured material. = 


The mulberry tree, which is the food of the silkworm, is 
cultivated {in the east of the district, and in other parts. Almost any 
_ will not suit rice will well suit mulberry, Should the land be at a 


A.—Motareny Cuurrvation, is necessary to raise it ar 
eo, Bee ev. 7, be, planted either July or height of 4 to 5 feet, to es 
bce October sowing is the best, as it faite a inna and the e 

it. inarily lasts si: whereas i i 
Eire ctncinal trom & July soniag ce Gai eect Ct. Oks 28 Rees 


+ The plants require to be cut quite down to the : 
root ae Betober analy, and ue the ground is and besides 
ploughed up. i is, the leayi + ti i 

Geta cacy bet teks epee ae tion is n 


or twelve years, The rent for mulberry lands 1 
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exclusive of “ siwai” collections, which are very frequent. The total ex. ay 
~e Te would be nenret tho mark to. say Rs. 16 per of cultivation average* Rg m4 
snnum, including rent Fiend, é beegah per annum. The out-turn ma 
be put at 82 “bojas” per beegah. Each “hoja” or bundle of leaf wi 
fetch at least one rupee. A ryot can therefore calculate on obtainin 
a gross profit of Rs. 82 per beegah or a net profit of Rs, 12. He 4 
sp ing of ordinary years. There are seasons when, from a mortality of the 
silkworms, the unfortunate cultivator can find no market for his produce 
On the other hand, in very good years the. price of the mulberry leaf will rise 
to Rs. 2 per boja, which ‘will give the cultivator as high a net profit as 
Rs, 44 per beegah. It may be supposed then that the production of mulberry 
leaves is a popular species of agriculture. It is checked, however, by the short- 
sighted rapacity of the zemindars, who not only decline to advance the rvot 
the prime outlay, which is considerable, but demand an excessive rent for 
mulberry lands. The following is a too common example of this. A ryot 
serapes together enough money to prepare four or five beegahs for mulberry. 
He (the ryot) is at once called upon to pay Rs. 5 per beegah rent for land which 
he formerly paid perhaps Re. 1. A “khurcha” of say 12 annas in the 
rupee is sure to be called for before he has long enjoyed his increased profits. 
‘He throws up his land in disgust, and the jungle soon claims its own. 
Mr. F. H. Skrine has himself seen acres of mulberry field, prepared at great 
expense, covered with jungle or maintaining less valuable crops. This is not a 
matter within*the province of legislation, but depends solely on the good sense 
of the zemindar. It is to be hoped that the progress of enlightenment will 
open his eyes to a sense of his own advantage and counteract the decline in 
this important cultivation which has already set in. 

The seasoning of the cocoon is generally carried on by the women of the 
cultivator’s family, and superintended by 
the ryot himself, only when field work is 

impracticable. ‘The business is looked upon, as the Irishman regards his pig, as 

the means of paying the rent of the farm. 
j The total amount of cocoons produced in this district is 60,000 factory 
maunds, of which about one-fourth is exported. The chief marts for the sale 
| of cocoons are (1) Tahirpur, (2) Shapai Beauleah, (3) Beauleah, (4) Keshari, 

(5) Sebgat, (6) Benodpur. 
The market sale of cocoons varies considerably, ‘ie hme in June 
and July being the worst. est sorts, 
Sees eee ae Sime of Jemeary fetch from 12 annas to Re, 1-4 per seer, 
wnt ni serene de par. ‘those of March ero inferior sorts from 4 annas to 10 annas.t 
' Miwa Taking 12 annas as the average sale, the 
en ae Ss asinpprpsdy cheapest yalye of the raw material raised amounts 
Meee to Ra, 18,00,000. a girl 

To proceed to the manufacture (1) by the European filature—Mr. Skrine 
O.—Tue Maxvracrure. Nove that the raw material is obtained 
_ (1). Baropean filature, in two ways, (a) by the factory servants 
In open market ; (6) more commonly by “ paikars,” a class of middle men who 
receive pecuniary advances and make their own terms with the rearers, giving 
them in their turn advances to aid them in the purchase of mulberry 
leaves, eggs, &c. Every ‘‘ paikar’’ contracts to furnish a specified quantity fe 
cocoons in proportion to the advance received, but then dishonesty and the 


___- Impossibility of reaching them by the law as it stands form the frequent theme 
| tinig er ae have been aie wat Ba! kis 
3 be wy wena on for about two J the i to dry them 
a 
‘raw silk” of (aes ee pep et petiatare 
sa estimated he ae ki sre 


After k 
"is, at the sudder factory, packed into bales, 


and is then ready for exportation. 
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Labor.—On a reference to the representatives of the two Bur 
engaged in the manufacture (Messrs. J. and R. Watson and Messrs 
Mr. Skrine has ascertained the following particulars, viz. :— } 

That the number of filatures at work is thirty-four, under the direetion 
thirteen European managers and assistants, : 

The number of spinners employed is 7,550, and of basins 3,360, : 

Re easacncen. spinners are employed about ten ‘months. 

(1) European filatures, in the year, and earn Rs. 5 to 6p 
mensem, according to the locality of thefilature. Steam power is not employed 
in Messrs. J. and R. Watson’s filature. T'wo engines, however, aggre ting 
7 horse-power nominal are in use in Messrs. Perrue’s factory to turn the 
spinning machines. + at 

The total value of the buildings, plant, &c., may be estimated at 
Rs. 61,50,000 (fixed capital), The amount annually expended in wages, 
purchase of cocoons, &c., is about Rs. 13,50,000. 

The outturn averages 1,920 factory maunds, which, taking the price of 
filature silk at Rs. 25 per seer, will give 
a value of Rs. 19,20,000. Tue outturn 
this year, however, will"be greatly in excess of the previous average, and thie 
ptices obtained are specially for silk bearing the Surdah mark, which is extra. 
ordinarily high. y 

Mr. Skrine has experienced some difficulty in obtaining the requisite infor- 

C —Manvracronn. mation under this head. The replies to. 

(2.) By natives, questions addressed to the principal native 
manufacturer and trader have generally been vague and unsatisfactory. The 
native manufacture is carried on in small filatures, and to a less extent at the 
ryots’ houses. 5 

. A native filature is much smaller than one under European management, 
and does not exhibit any of the scientific appliances which are employed in the _ 
latter. Hence, in spite of the advantage which the native manufacture enjoys 
in the purchase of the raw material, the present price of native raw silk is con- 
siderably less than that which the European article commands. It is univer- 
sally allowed that the native manufacture is declining, and this year, owing to 
the low prices obtained for last season’s silk, great losses have been in d 
by the-native producer. 

Mr. Skrine would estimate the number of native filatures at 120, the 

(2) ‘Native manufacture. total number of spinners at 10,500 men 
Labor, of basins at 4,500. ‘The fixed ca tal 
“dapital, sunk in native filatures is about 

(a) Fined, Rs. 15,00,000. ‘This may appear an under- 
estimate as compared with that given above for European manufacturers; but, 
considering the rougliness of the appliances and the unsubstantial character 
of the buildings in use, he (Mr. Skrine) is inclined to a ns bein bose 

Tae than under the mark. e yearly expen- 

(Beane diture in wages and purchase of the raw — 
material (which is rarely done through pykars) may be stated as Rs. 15,00,000. 

yo. The outturn averages 3,000 maunds, valued — 
at Rs, 18,00,000. ‘This estimate is based 

on the supposition that native silk is worth on an average Rs. 15 per 8 
The price,however, varies enormously. Best sorts now fetch Rs, 14. 
inferior sorts Rs. 7 to 13 per seer. The extreme prices named 9 

The silk produced by Messrs. Watson’s filitures is sent to sh 

D.—Dsrnmvnion. ; the factory boats, and thence to Cal 

(2) Of the European product. by rail. When not sold ‘ 
which is the case with the present season’s outturn, it is gold in 
auction, and what is then undisposed of is shipped to London oid 
It ultimately finds its way to London, Lyons, Barmah, E 
Messrs. Perrue’s silk is despatched to Calcutta vid Azimg 
(East Indian Railway Company), and thence by wae ie 

3) e ve fas ; me ured nto 
+f vin nme ssa M4 establishment 
native filatures is generally brought up by a few 
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Nattore for ex portation, as the manufacture of silk fab 
extent in the district. The best sorts are sent by boat to Kooshtea, and then ; 
to Calcutta, whence they are mostly shipped to Europe. Inferior kings M3 
sent by Azimgunge and Nulhatti up country to Mirzapore, Benares, Delhi, 
Nagpore, and Bombay. 

q * * * * * Ps 

~ Ganja.—Bahoo Mohendro Nauth Bose, Deputy Collector of Rajshahye, 
yeports that ganja forms an important exciseable article in Bengal, and it 
P pM 
yields a yearly revenue of Rs. 11,06,818. Why the cultivation of ganja is 
confined to a single tract of land lying on the north of Rajshahye, south of 
Dinagepore, and south-west of Bogra, is a vexed question ; professional men 
as well as laymen have not been able to arrive at a satisfactory solution, But 
judging of matters from a practical point of view, the Deputy "Collector thinks 
similar soils would produce ganja anywhere. Every year the cultivation is 
extending to the north and east, which is an indication that it is not confined 
toa limited space. The mode of cultivation, the labour and outlay necessary 
the restrictions placed on storage and sale of ganja, the rapidity with which 
it deteriorates, operate as a check to a successful extension of the cultivation in 
every district. Ganja is also grown in the tributary mehals of Orissa, but it is 
of an inferior description and finds no favor with the smokers in Bengal, 

All soils are not equally adapted to the cultivation of ganja. Light 
sandy soils are best adapted, and the plants reach the height of six to seven 
feet, Poor warm soils sometimes yield good hemp; stiff clays are generally 
avoided. Extreme moisture is prejudicial to the growth of the plants; the 
cultivation begins in August, the seeds are sown brvadcast in the nursery, and 
ina week they germinate. In a fortnight, when the plants attain a little 
strength and are able to bear transplantation, the nursery is broken and the 
seedlings are sent to the field and sown in rows six inches apart from each 
other, ‘The fields are not large in size, each being on an average fifteen cottahs 
ora beegah. The soil is renovated every year by the addition of fresh earth, 
and before the seedlings are transplanted the ground is harrowed and manured 
with oil-cakes and cowdung, and the soil thus prepared is fit to receive the 
plants. When the plants spread their leaves, men known as “ganja doctors’ 
are employed to pick out female plants, which yield no flowers and are injurious 
to the crop. Ganja doctors alone can distinguish the female organs in the 
plants; the process of picking is repeated two or three times, and when the 
cultivator is sure that all female plants had been uprooted and thrown away, 
he again manures the ground with cowdung and liquid oil-cakes, and clears 
the stems of the plants. In a field of one thousand plants some four hundred 
are thrown away. In December, when the plants reach the height of four or 
five feet, ridges are opened and the ground is irrigated and manured with 
vil-eakes. he more oil-cakes are used the more the plants thrive. At the 
end of January the plants mature and the harvest season commences. The 
plants are cut by the cultivators and divided into four or five parts, and 
exposed to the rays of the sun for three or four days; the leaves being withered 
are spread on mats and trampled upon, and they assume the flat shape in 
which ganja is sold in the market. Round ganja is prepared by a similar 
process ; the stalks being taken off, each branch is rolled up and dried. Chur 
ganja consists of the flowers and leaves, There is no difference in the narcotic 
Powers of these three descriptions of ganja, ‘The cost of cultivating a beegah 
of land varies from Rs. 30 to 35. The quantity of manure required for a 
beegah of land and cost incurred for it, as well as other expenses incidental to 
the ultivation, are given below— 

d ye wht Quantity required 






for manuring Cost incurred. 
one beegah of land. 

Mds, Rs. As. P. 
10 114 0 

10 12 2 0 

y: 200 

see 6 0 0 

eee 12 0 0 

Ad 2 0 0 
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“In fact, without irrigation and manure ganja does not thrive. There @ 
irrigation wells in this district, and the water required is baled from the neares 
ok: bil, khal, and river. The cultivators fully understand the advantages 
of allowing lands to remain fallow for a year or two, in order that it may 
produce a good crop of ganja. Ganja is sometimes alternated with barley, 
mustard, or other pulses. 

Ganja, like mulberry, is grown on high lands; extreme moisture injures 
the plants. Each cultivator cultivates one cottah to four beegalis of land; 
the produce varies from 5 maunds 20 seers to 9 maunds 20 seers per beegah, 

About 1,100 to 1,200 beegahs of land are annually sown with ganja, and 
the produce amounts from 9,000 to 10,000 maunds; 1,300 to 1,400 men are 
engaged in the cultivation.. They cultivate on their own account; some of 
them occasionally take advances from money-lenders or their landlord and 
mortgage the produce under a system of hypothecation, and sometimes th 
sell off the crops to wholesale dealers and content themselves with a ns | 
profit. Some of them let out the lands in bhagjote to under-ryots and divide 
the crop in equal shares with them. When fields are sold to wholesale dealers, 
they cut, dry, and manipulate the plants at their expense for exportation to their 
own districts. The cultivation of ganja under a system of advances, as is donein 
indigo, has not succeeded. Twenty years ago Mr. Brown commenced the 
cultivation of ganja by making advances to cultivators ; about 8,000 maunds of 
the drug were cultivated in the first year, which were made up like opium cakes 
and shipped to the China market. The advances were not renewed,—probably 
Mr. Brown found that the trade was not sufficiently remunerative. 


_. The present system of levying a fixed duty on all ganja consumed was 
introduced in 1853. Prior to it the drug was retailed in licensed shops under 
a system of daily tax, each vendor selling as much as he could, paying a sum 
fixed by competition according to the locality in which the shop happened to 
be situated. Shops in large populous towns paid Rs. 5 to 10 a day, while 
those in small hamlets paid six pies to one anna, The drug, as at present, was 
exported from this district, and stored by the vendors in their shops. In 
1838-89 excise all over Bengal was farmed out, the farmers furnishing’ security 
for the punctual payment of the revenue as the instalments fell due, and 
making their own arrangements for the sale if intoxicating liquors and drugs. 
The farms were given to the highest bidder at a public auction, This system, 
though it placed intoxicating articles at a cheap rate before the consumers, 
did not work well, and it broke down. The farmers, as a rule, defaulted and 
were never able to keep to their engagements; Government was obliged to 
write off lage sums from the accounts every year as irrecoverable. The Collee- 
tors being overburdened with settlements and resumption operations, could n 
supervise the proceedings of the excise officers under them, and Mr, H. M. 
Parker, the senior Member of the late Board of Customs, Salt, and Opium, in 
an able and argumentatiye minute, pointed out to Government the unsatis- 
factory management of the revenue, and suggested the ereation of a separate 
machinery for the administration of the Excise Department, which was accepted 
by the Government of Lord Auckland. In 1840 a separate Commissioner for 
excise was appointed with the powers of a Commissioner of Land Revenue, and 

a staff of officers called abkary superintendents, who were each placed in charge 
of a district with quasi-judicial powers. In ten the Government revenue _ 
was tripled, smuggling was checked, and the department was. placed on am ~ 
efficient footing. 


Ganja is one of the first staple articles of —— in this district, the 
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the sale of this 
very largely consumed in the districts mentioned i 


